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Lenin’s Testament:  

Having become General Secretary, Comrade Stalin has concentrated enormous power in his hands, and I am not sure that he always knows how to use that power with sufficient caution’ and further ‘Stalin is too rude… Therefore I suggest to the comrades that they should find a way to remove Stalin from that position’
__________________________________________________________________________________________


Extract:

This leads to the weaknesses in Trotsky’s approach towards Stalin. He was also an adequate organizer, but in the wrong area. While Stalin focused his efforts toward the Party, in gaining control there, Trotsky was developing the Red Army. This was unfortunate, for the organization in terms of the Party was a leading factor for Stalin’s victory over Trotsky. "Stalin could win by means of the Party, while Trotsky could only start another civil war." states historian Hellmut Andics. 

A prime example of this lack in judgement was his hesitation to publish Lenin’s testament. When he finally decided to use it as a weapon against Stalin it ended up working against him in the end. For his denial of its precious existence showed great hypocrisy on his part.   Another oversight on Trotsky’s behalf was the failure to realize the importance of public appearances after Lenin’s death. His declining of the opportunity to make a major speech at Lenin’s funeral in January 1924 was nothing compared to his actual failure to attend at all! This absence was like a direct insult to Lenin, and the party. Therefore, Trotsky only tarnished his reputation further while Stalin took the honour of giving the oration at Lenin’s funeral. The people of Russia saw Stalin as a supreme man who was true to Lenin until the bitter end. 

. After Lenin’s death there were many ideas as to what was best for Russia. Trotsky believed that Russia would not be able to recover from their problems without foreign assistance. However, Stalin twisted this idea around and stated that the people only needed to depend on themselves and contribute hard work in order to revive the condition of the state. Therefore, he made people think of Trotsky as a "coward and opportunist" and that he was a man who did not believe in the strength of the soviet population. On the other hand there was Stalin, a model follower of Lenin and Leninism, exactly what the people loved and wanted. 





