The Great Patriotic War: 1941- 1945
1939
August:  Russia signs a non-aggression pact with Germany and divides up Poland with them.

November: Russia invaded Finland, suffered over 200,000 casualties and faced future problems when Finland allied with Germany in 1941.

1941

June: Germany invades Russia.  

Russia executes Polish officers in the Katyn Forest.

August: Leningrad is encircled leading to a 900 day siege.

September: German troops enter the outskirts of Moscow; they are driven back by fierce counter-attacks.

December: America declared war on Germany.

Winter destroys the impetus of Germany’s attack.

1942

June: Germany renewed counter-attacks.  Russia suffered over 4 million dead, injured or captured in this period alone.

November: Battle for Stalingrad began.

December: Germany lost the battle and were surrouded by Russian forces.  By January 1943 Von Paulus’ army had surrendered to the Russians.

1943

July: The Battle of Kursk known as ‘The Greatest Tank Battle in History’ began.  The German offensive which included 3000 tanks was stopped by the Russians, who had laid up to 400,000 mines.  The Russians went on to eliminate 2900 of Germany’s tanks.

The Soviet Union began a steady advance against the Germans.

1944

The Russians continued to advance. 

June:  D-Day in France opens the long awaited second front.  Stalin had complained bitterly about the allies lack of desire to invade France. 

July:  The Russians were again on Polish territory.  The Warsaw Resistance rose up but the Russian forces stood off the city until the uprising was complete.  They had not been informed previously of the plans of the Polish resistance.  In the previous 5 weeks they had advanced 700 kms.

By the end of the year Russia had begun to invade other parts of Eastern Europe.

1945

January:  Offensives saw Russia capture Warsaw, then the rest of Poland and by the end of the month they were on German soil and barely 60 km from Berlin.
Many Russian soldiers were brutal in their treatment of German civilians.

April: The Russians advanced on Berlin, captured Austria and met up with American soldiers on the River Elbe.  On the 30th April Hitler shot himself.  The same day Russian soldiers hoisted the Soviet flag on top of the Reichstag.

7th May:  Germany surrendered unconditionally to the allies. 
