HIS3B: THE TRIUMPH OF ELIZABETH: BRITAIN 1547-1603

A: THE MID-TUDOR CRISIS 1547-58

The rule of Somerset
Somerset did show some ability
· He pushed through limited religious change. Prayer Book of 1549 seemed acceptable to Catholics e.g. Gardiner and did not satisfy radical Protestants. Priests allowed to marry; Chantries abolished.

· Somerset realized that more radical religious change might lead to rebellion and instability.

· Religious changes led to only limited opposition in Devon and Cornwall (Western Rebellion 1549).

· He was prepared to execute his brother Thomas Seymour who seemed to entertain hopes of taking power and marrying Princess Elizabeth.

Somerset generally lacked the ability to govern well
· Foreign Policy was pretty disastrous. Did defeat Scots at Battle of Pinkie in 1547 but attempts to convert Scots to Protestantism via expensive garrisons and English Bibles proved too expensive. (c. £600,000).
· Attack on Scots provoked war with France (Scotland’s ally). Mary Queen of Scots later marries Francis II of France, re-establishing the ‘auld alliance’ between England’s enemies.

· He ruled autocratically without reference to his fellow Councillors.
· Many changes were brought in by Proclamations rather than Acts of Parliament.
· He made big gains for himself from the dissolution of the chantries. He awarded himself a dukedom.
· He had not shown great ability under Henry VIII but used his position as the King’s brother-in-law to advance his fortunes.
· He subverted Henry VIII’s will, which had named a balanced Council to rule in Edward’s name until he came of age. In this way his authority could be seen as illegitimate 

· He appeared to be sympathetic to the poor and dispossessed and possibly encouraged Kett’s Rebellion against enclosures and other more localised disturbances in many southern counties in 1549.

· Despite his religious reforms, he was not seen as a true Protestant. He was motivated more by political and personal advantage.

· He spent too much money, leading to large debts for the Crown, which would be difficult to pay off. 

· He inherited huge debts from Henry VIII.
· He spent around £580,000 on warfare 1547-9, plus £30,000 a year for maintaining Boulogne (captured from the French by Henry VIII) and the English navy.
· He diverted some £20,000 of the Crown’s annual revenue into private hands.

The rule of Northumberland

He had some abilities.
· He managed to further the Protestant Reformation without causing popular unrest; 1552 Prayer Book more radical than 1549; 42 Articles of Religion drawn up by Cranmer 1553

· He sorted out Somerset’s poor foreign policy and made peace with France by selling back Boulogne.

· He ruled as Lord President of the Council, rather than elevating himself to position as Protector.
· Not faced by serious internal opposition during his rule – Somerset was executed (1552) but he was still unpopular and there was no reaction to his death.

· Came to power defensively. With Somerset’s fall, in 1549, he was under attack from Gardiner and Wriothesely; therefore he became effective ruler as a way of defending himself from his enemies.

· He introduced some measures designed at fiscal retrenchment for the Crown. 

· Some savings were made, royal debt decreasing by end of Edward’s reign.

· Debasement of the coinage eventually abandoned. New coin issue in 1552 to stabilize the currency.

· Royal Commission makes survey of royal revenues, analysing faults, corruption and inefficiency.

· Ended expense of war.

Northumberland did have his failings
· He attempted to subvert the succession by putting forward Lady Jane Grey as Queen when Edward VI died. Although backed by Edward himself, the scheme was illegal. 
· Edward was still a minor and the succession was still subject to Henry VIII’s third Succession Act of 1544, which declared Mary to be Edward’s heir.

· The marriage of Lady Jane to Northumberland’s son, Guildford Dudley, highlighted Northumberland’s ambition. He hoped his grandson would be king.

· He recanted his Protestant beliefs, before his execution confirming the view that, for Northumberland, religious reform was a convenient cloak for political ambition. 

Religious changes under Somerset and Northumberland
Destruction of Henrician Settlement under Somerset
· All Churches to have copies of Erasmus’ paraphrases on the Gospels

· Clergy encouraged to use Cranmer’s Book of Homilies as basis of sermons to their congregations.

· Act of Revilers 1547 allowed laity to receive wine as well as bread at the ceremony of the Mass.

· Destruction of Chantries

· Repeal of Act of Six Articles of 1539

· Privy Council authorises attacks on ceremonies, images and superstition.

· 1549 - First Edwardian Prayer Book. Drawn up by a committee of bishops headed by Cranmer and passed by Parliament. Written in English and enforced by an Act of Uniformity.

· Priests were allowed to marry.

Further Protestant Reform under Northumberland
· 1550 New Ordinal – order of service for the ordination of new priests. More stress on preaching the Word of God, less stress on ceremonies and rituals

· Purge of conservative bishops – Gardiner of Winchester, Heath of Worcester, Day of Chichester and Tunstall of Durham.

· Some altars moved from eastern end and placed in main body (nave) of churches especially in London under direction of reforming Bishop Ridley.

· 1552 - Second Edwardian Prayer Book. More radical than 1549. Vestments now black and white, moving of altars now official policy. 
· Mass renamed Lord’s Supper and given more memorialist interpretation i.e. that bread and wine did not change but merely symbolised Christ’s body and blood.

· 1553 - 42 Articles of Religion. Written by Cranmer, they emphasised: Centrality of Bible; Justification by Faith alone; Predestination

Extent to which internal security was threatened by the rebellions of 1549 

The Western Rising - July/August 1549

Causes
· Spring/Summer 1549 saw a whole series of localised disturbances, mainly in the South of England. 
· Causes largely agrarian – high taxes, enclosures, repressive landlords.

· In Cornwall and Devon such grievances were overlaid with hostility to the Edwardian religious changes.

· Denounced Bible and Prayer Book in English.

· Demanded return, in religion, to last days of Henry VIII, claiming Edward was too young to bring in changes.

· Cranmer wrote long reply to rebels’ complaints about religious change.

· Also hostility to new taxes brought in by Somerset on sheep and the sale of woollen cloth, to help pay for war.

· Worries about inflation.

· Rumours of further taxes fanned the flames

· Absence of local and powerful aristocratic family allowed disturbances to spread – Courtenay Earls of Devon largely destroyed during so called Exeter Conspiracy 1538.

Impact and results of Rising
· Rising seemed very serious at first. Rebels in Cornwall and Devon link up. Exeter, important regional capital besieged. 
· Local government effectively suspended for two months by uprising. Lord Russell has to be sent in but nervous of taking on the rebels until reinforced. 

· Relieving force under the Earl of Warwick diverted to Kett’s Rising in East Anglia instead.

· Rebels only dispersed after several skirmishes.

· Credibility of Somerset’s regime is undermined. He reacts too slowly to the uprising.

· France declares war on England during the rebellion, as a result of Somerset’s war against Scotland.

· Rebels led by gentry and clergy, well organized. 2,000 – 3,000 strong in camp outside Exeter.

· Overall perhaps 4,000 rebels died at hands of government forces.

Kett’s Rebellion: June to August 1549
Causes
· Rebels complained about local misgovernment. Gentry landowners changing old practices esp. enclosure of land. Rebellion started with enclosure hedges being pulled down. Sheep introduced as a result of enclosure slaughtered during the rebellion.
· Encouraged in this by the policies of Somerset, who seemed to sympathise with their plight e.g. his patronage of John Hales who was against illegal enclosure and headed a commission in 1548, which investigated enclosure in the midlands. 
· Rebels always claimed they were loyal to the King and Protector and expected help from central government.

· Great aristocratic family of the area, the Howard Dukes of Norfolk had recently (1547) been brought low and no one family powerful enough to sort out the trouble before it became a rebellion.

· Rebels seemed to accept the religious changes. The clergy involved tended to use new Prayer Book. Several rebels expressed hostility to catholic ceremony and theology.

Impact and results
· Rebels set up series of camps in Norfolk and Suffolk. They take the regional capital Norwich with little opposition.

· Earl of Northampton sent in but not enough troops.

· Rebels finally destroyed by forces under the Earl of Warwick (future Duke of Northumberland) at Dussindale outside Norwich. Some 3,000 killed. Kett later executed.

· Somerset overthrown by other Councillors in October. Widespread uprisings and their long duration blamed on him. Somerset seen as too sympathetic to the rebels.

· Rebels did not threaten central government. Did not march on London and always showed respect for king and Somerset.

· Real target was the local gentry, especially those who were rack renting, bringing in enclosures or riding roughshod over local social ands economic customs. 
· Rebels complained about 'new men' amongst the gentry, many of whom had acquired land via dissolutions of monasteries and chantries.
· Most of the other stirs/uprisings put down by local magnates using force or negotiation. 
· Problem in East Anglia and in South-West was the recent eclipse of great local families, therefore something of a local power vacuum.

The problem of the Succession in 1553 and rebellions of 1553 and 1554
Succession Crisis 1553
· Caused by illness and death of Edward VI aged 15 in July 1553
· Edward himself and Northumberland wished to avoid succession of Princess Mary - Catholic daughter of Catherine of Aragon.
· Edward wrote a 'device' for the succession in which he named Lady Jane Grey and her heirs as heirs to the throne. 
· Jane was eldest grand-daughter of Henry VIII's younger sister Mary, was a good Protestant and recently married to Northumberland's son.
Failure of the Conspiracy
· Conspiracy had important legal weaknesses. As a minor Edward could not make a legal will.
· No adult king had tried to alter the succession on his own say so.
· Succession after Edward was already determined by Succession Act of 1543, which declared that Mary was Edward's heir if he died childless.
· Northumberland failed to capture Mary before Edward's death. She was able to reach her estates in East Anglia and call on loyal gentry to back her.
· Northumberland's Counsellors backed down in the face of Mary's popularity, when Northumberland gathered troops to oppose the princess.
· Mary's success was bloodless and showed respect for the law and for Edward's real heir, despite her known Catholicism.
· Conspiracy seen as a desperate attempt by ambitious Northumberland to cling on to power after Edward's death.
Wyatt’s Rebellion – January-February 1554

Causes
· Xenophobia. Mary’s intention to marry Philip II of Spain led to fears that Spain would take control of England. Rebels may have been encouraged by France.

· Protestantism. Some of the rebels, including Wyatt, hoped to destroy Spanish and Catholic threat by assassinating Mary and replacing her with Elizabeth, who might then marry Edward Courtenay (great-grandson of Edward IV) Wyatt said ‘We mind only the restitution of God’s word’.
Impact and Results
· News of the rebellion (planned for March) reached the government. The four-pronged assault on London failed.

· Rebels tried to rise early and three of the planned risings (in West Country, Leicestershire and Welsh borders) failed to materialize.

· Forces under Thomas Wyatt in Kent penetrated London but not the city of London and then destroyed by loyal forces under the Earl of Pembroke.

· Mary rallied Londoners to her cause. Guildhall speech.

· 350 Kentish men were convicted of conspiracy; only 30 of these, including Wyatt, were executed. Total number of executions after the risings was 90.

· Rebellion led to executions of Lady Jane Grey, her husband, Guildford Dudley and her father the Duke of Suffolk.
· Rebellion nearly very serious. Did get to London and probably hoped to overthrow Mary in favour of Elizabeth. This would bring back Protestantism and prevent Spanish marriage.
· However, rebel aims were confused. Mainly a protest against a marriage that had not yet happened. Many supporters did not anticipate overthrow of the queen. 
· Even Protestant leaders thought she had triumphed in 1553 against Lady Jane because of God's will. She was the rightful heir.

Personality and Policies of Mary I
Problems at her Accession
· She was the first female sovereign. Many Protestants against the idea of female rule – see John Knox (Scottish Calvinist leader’s pamphlet of 1558 ‘First Blast of the Trumpet Against the Monstrous Regiment (i.e. rule by) Women’.

· She had been disfigured by events before 1553; spectacular divorce of mother (Catherine of Aragon) by father (Henry VIII);

· Unable to marry (she was already 37 at her accession) because of danger to realm which might be posed by her husband – Catholics saw her as real sovereign as early as 1534!
· Spent much of her adult life under house arrest; fearful of execution under Edward VI for failure to conform to Edwardian Settlement.

· Marriage would be vital once she did become Queen, to provide a Catholic heir, but would always be controversial – fear that the husband, whether English aristocracy or foreign prince, would become real ruler.

· A firm Catholic, it was her duty to God to change the religious Settlement once again and bring England back to Papal obedience.

· Her accession in preference to Lady Jane Grey, indicated to Mary, God’s special favour

The Queen and religious change

Religious changes under Mary
Mary’s reign saw a reversal of the Protestant changes introduced by Somerset and Northumberland.

· In 1553 Edwardian settlement repealed by Parliament – end of 1552 Prayer Book, 42 Articles and Act of Uniformity.

· 1554 Cardinal Reginald Pole returns to England as Papal Legate. England readmitted to the Roman Catholic Church.

· Leading Protestant bishops Ridley, Hooper, Latimer and Cranmer imprisoned and later executed for refusal to recant their Protestant beliefs. Other bishops conform.

· Most parish clergy conform to Catholicism. Many deprived for being married but most are soon reinstated. In London and Norwich, where Protestantism is more established, some 25% parish priests initially lose their benefices for being married but most are restored

· Monastic and other Church lands secularised during the Protestant Reformation not returned. This was a major blow to the Papacy but Mary’s government accepted defeat.

· Pole made Archbishop of Canterbury and introduced moderate reforms designed to improve the quality of the clergy, e.g. seminaries for education of clergy to be set up in all sees. 
· Pole hoped to sponsor Catholic translation of Bible and Prayer Book into English. Regime accepted that English Bible is here to stay.

· Burning of Protestants (224 between 1555 and 1558) most controversial aspect of Catholic Reformation. None was powerful or widely popular. 
· Even Foxe in his Book of Martyrs showed that there was little popular support for the Protestant martyrs or indeed Protestantism at the time. 
· Many Protestant gentry may have escaped persecution because of their social status. Certainly no indication that the persecution was going to reverse religious changes. 
· Scale of burnings decreasing – 40 executed in 1558, 70 to 95 pa. in previous three years.

Reasons for success
· She restored the Roman Catholic Faith to England but did so in a gradual way, which aroused only limited opposition (Wyatt’s rebellion 1554).
· 1553 Parliament abrogated all existing Edwardian legislation – restores religious position of last years of Henry VIII including ‘catholic’ Act of Six Articles.
· Jan 1555 Parliament passed second ‘Statute of Repeal’ whereby all acts passed against the Papacy since 1529 were abolished.
· Same parliament (1555) revived medieval heresy laws, which will be used to persecute Protestant heretics in last three years of the reign.
· 1555 - Papal Supremacy reaccepted. Cardinal Pole (English catholic exile) sent as Papal legate and later made Archbishop of Canterbury.

· The appointment of Reginald Pole as Papal Legate and Archbishop of Canterbury emphasised that Mary’s Catholic Reformation was not designed to be vindictive. 
· Pole represented the more moderate Catholic response to Protestantism – like Cardinal Contarini he believed that the key to defeating the Protestants was not to deserve their criticism.
· Mary refused to embrace more extreme Catholic responses to heresy – Inquisition, Index and Jesuits – which encouraged serious persecution and religious wars.
· A.G. Dickens claimed that Mary’s religious policy in fact failed because ‘Mary failed to discover the Counter-Reformation’. 
· In fact her moderation and failure to ‘discover’ the hard-line Counter-Reformation was the key to her success.

· Mary and Pole appointed good bishops: White to Winchester, Christopherson to Chichester, Pate to Worcester and Goldwell to St. Asaph.
· The bench of Catholic bishops under Mary were an effective spearhead for attempt to reintroduce re-invigorated Catholicism to England.
· When Protestantism was brought back by Elizabeth in 1559, all but one of the Catholic bishops resigned (Kitchen of Llandaff was the exception). This was rather different to the response of ‘Protestant’ bishops in 1553.

· Mary and Pole’s Catholic Reformation also moderate because they accepted that some ‘Protestant’ changes could not be reversed.
· Accepted that land and property of Monasteries and Chantries would not come back; did not try to re-establish shrines and centres of pilgrimage.
· Restoration of Catholic altars, roods etc at Parish level depends on the finances and views of local people.
· Bibles in English allowed.
· Key ritual to return is the Catholic Mass, where priest elevates the host. Bread and wine become the body and blood of Christ (transubstantiation). 
· This had still been official doctrine in 1547 (Act of Six Articles) and had only been effectively changed by Second Edwardian Prayer Book of 1552. Most people were thus well used to this doctrine.
· There was no serious or concerted opposition to Mary’s radical religious changes because the government was united.
· Leading Protestants such as Sir Anthony Cooke, Sir Francis Knollys, Edmund Grindal (future Archbishop of Canterbury under Elizabeth) and John Jewel all fled abroad.

· Vast majority of English men and women conformed to Mary’s religious settlement.
· John Jewel, a leading Protestant commented on religious apathy in England – ‘Many will believe neither side, whatsoever they allege. Bring they truth, bring they falsehood, teach they Christ, teach they Antichrist: they will believe neither, they have so hardened their hearts’.
· Counter-productive nature of the burning of more than 200 Protestants should not be exaggerated.
· Mary and leading bishops believed that heresy had to be destroyed to preserve the Faith.
· Number burned represents 5 per month over three-year period. Not enormous in scale in an age when capital punishment was used regularly.
· Government and bishops aimed at recantation rather than execution. Hundreds officially recant their Protestantism (even Cranmer did so).
· Vast majority of Protestants do conform to new religious settlement and attend Catholic services. Burnings were an effective deterrent.
· Clear that, if Mary had lived longer and provided a Catholic heir, persecution would have diminished in longer term.
· John Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, playing up significance of the burnings, is Elizabethan Protestant propaganda.

The Spanish Marriage was a bold and successful move.
· The terms of the marriage treaty made it clear that Philip would not be able to wield power in England. 
· If a child had been born, it would have inherited the Low Countries as well as England. 
· Spanish alliance enhanced England’s standing in Europe. England part of successful war against France culminating in Battle of St. Quentin (1557) and Peace of Cateau-Cambrésis (1559).
· Philip arrived in summer 1554 but no child of the marriage. Leaves August 1554, returns spring 1557.
· Some ‘affrays’ involving English and Philip’s Spanish entourage but exaggerated by English xenophobia.
· Philip stayed above faction fighting at court in a way that would have been impossible if Mary had married an Englishman.

Death and disillusion
· Deaths of Mary and Pole within a few days of each other (Nov 1558) combined with loss of Calais (Jan.1558) and serious food crisis (worst harvest of the century 1556-7) give unfair impression of regime doomed to failure.
· Accession and longevity of Elizabeth made it too easy to see Mary’s reign as an unproductive, reactionary and unsuccessful interlude. 
· Bad luck not bad government led to failure of regime’s reforms.

· Long-term success depended on Mary living to a relatively advanced age and having a Catholic heir.
· She was 37 at her accession and unmarried. Always unlikely that she would have a baby, especially given the problems her mother (Catherine of Aragon) faced in this area!
· She died of cancer at the age of only 42.
· Her heir was her Protestant half sister, Princess Elizabeth, daughter of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn.

B: THE CONSOLIDATION OF ELIZABETH'S RULE 1558-1571

Establishment of Regime

The Elizabethan Church Settlement (1559-66)

Religious Background
· Accession of Queen Elizabeth meant that there would be a further round of changes in religion to make the English Church Protestant once more. This happened because:
· 1558 Queen Mary died. She had no children and was succeeded by her Protestant half-sister Princess Elizabeth.
· Although not fervently religious, Elizabeth, as the daughter of the reformer Anne Boleyn was clearly Protestant. She had been imprisoned in the Tower for failure to conform to Catholicism during Mary’s reign.
· In Catholic eyes Elizabeth was illegitimate and therefore could not be queen. The real queen was her cousin the Catholic Mary Queen of Scots.
· The persecution and burning of some 224 Protestants in Mary’s last years was clearly unpopular.
· Many leading English Protestants (perhaps 800 or so) had fled abroad during Mary’s reign. 
· They returned in 1558/9 convinced that God had granted them the opportunity to build a new Protestant Church of England. 
· 15 of them later became bishops under Elizabeth (including Grindal, Sandys and Jewel). Returning exiles also included leading laymen in the new regime – Walsingham, Knollys and Cooke

The Elizabethan Settlement 1559-66

Settlement was made up of several parts, which were meant to establish the new English Protestant Church and suggest that, once established, there would be no further changes to the Church Settlement. 

1559 Act of Supremacy
· Repealed the authority of the Pope
· Replaced it with a royal Supremacy, except that Elizabeth was made Supreme Governor NOT Supreme Head as her father (Henry VIII) had been. 
· This was because, as a woman, she could not be a priest. So her power over the English Church was not as great as Henry VIII’s had been. In addition Parliament came to see itself as the real arbiter of religious change.

1559 Act of Uniformity
· Authorized the use of a new English Prayer Book based on the Edwardian Book of 1552. 
· However the changes made to the 1552 book show that Elizabeth and her advisers were aiming at a moderate statement of doctrine, which would appeal to moderate Catholics as well as Protestants.
· Offensive references to the Pope in the 1552 Prayer Book were omitted.
· Black Rubric in 1552 Book was removed. This had explained that kneeling to receive Communion signified respect NOT adoration. 
· In other words, it undermined Catholic idea that bread and wine became the body and blood of Christ (transubstantiation). 
· By omitting it, more conservative worshippers could believe that the body of Christ WAS present.
· Similarly, new Prayer Book included sentences from the conservative 1549 Prayer Book at the time that the bread and wine was offered to the congregation. 
· In particular the phrase ‘the body of Our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee…’ reappeared alongside ‘take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for thee…’
· Ornaments Rubric enforced the wearing of Catholic vestments by the clergy

1559 Royal Injunctions
· Much of the detail was filled in by a set of Royal Injunctions, which were delivered to all churches by Royal Commissioners.
 Some were clearly Protestant in emphasis.
· Preaching controlled by a system of licenses issued by the local bishop. At least four sermons a year to be preached in support of the Royal Supremacy.
· Every Church to have an English Bible and a copy of Erasmus’ Paraphrases.
· Most sermons to come from the official Book of Homilies originally written by Thomas Cranmer (executed under Queen Mary).
· Parish clergy to instruct young people in 10 Commandments, Lord’s Prayer and Catechism.
· Shrines, images and all other items in church, which might foster idolatry and superstition to be removed.

Other articles were designed to curb ideas of more radical Protestants (puritans) and to inhibit further religious change.
· All books and pamphlets on religion to be licensed by Commissioners, Royal Councillors or bishops.
· Clergy to wear vestments worn during Edward’s reign.
· No more altars to be destroyed but are to be called communion tables.
1563 The 39 Articles of Religion
· These were passed by Convocation (Church Assembly) not Parliament and explained key areas of religious doctrine in a Protestant way. 
· They were based heavily on the 42 Articles drawn up by Archbishop Cranmer in the last year of Edward VI’s reign. Stressed the following ideas:
· Importance of the Bible – it contains all things necessary to salvation.

· Predestination asserted – God had already determined who was to be saved

· Justification (salvation) is through Faith only in Jesus Christ, not via good works.

Consolidation of the Settlement
· Further written works
· Bishops drew up Eleven Articles of Religion in 1561 as precursor to 39 Articles.
· 1562 Archbishop Parker’s Book of Homilies published. It justified the existence of the Church of England. 
· 1562 Jewel’s Apology was largely a stinging attack on the Roman Church and a justification of the Protestant Church in general as the one most like the church instituted by Christ’s Apostles. 
· However, it did not show that the structure and practice of the Anglican Church was superior to that of the Roman Church.
· 1566 Book of Advertisements issued to clergy by Archbishop Parker. These articles explained more clearly and fully matters of doctrine and practice and were designed to curb more radical Protestant clergy and make them conform to the Settlement.

Enforcement

· All the Marian bishops except one resigned rather than conform to the new settlement. This allowed Elizabeth to bring in a new bench of Protestant Bishops led by Matthew Parker who was appointed to Canterbury, Jewel to Salisbury, Grindal to London and Cox to Ely.
· Parker worked hard to fill the many vacancies amongst parish clergy. This created a more Protestant clergy at this level.

· Many priests from Mary’s reign conformed to the Settlement (only some 200 were officially deprived) and so a majority of the parish clergy were conservative in their views.
· Elizabeth’s regime did not attempt to enforce the Settlement too rigidly. Elizabeth would not ‘make windows into men’s souls’.

Success of the Settlement
The Settlement was broadly successful because:
· It allowed quite a lot of latitude in religious belief and practice. Moderate Catholics and moderate Protestants found it acceptable.
· It was not enforced too rigidly. In the early years of the reign there was very little persecution. Penalty for refusing the oath to the Act of Supremacy a second time was death. Elizabeth told Parker not to offer it a second time!
· Protestantism had become quite well established in the reigns of Henry VIII and Edward VI, particularly amongst landowners in the South and South-East of England.
· The Reformations up to this time – both Catholic (under Mary) and Protestant (under Henry VIII and Edward VI) – had shown that most people accepted religious changes. 
· There were no wars of religion and very little overt opposition. While few may have been enthusiastic supporters of the new Church at the outset, the vast majority acquiesced in its establishment.
· Rebellions based on opposition to religious change – the Pilgrimage of Grace in 1536, the Western Rebellion in 1549 and Wyatt’s Rebellion of 1554 – had all been crushed.
· The new Settlement, like the previous ones, was established by the authority of the monarch. Loyalty to the Crown was largely unquestioned. 
· The involvement of Parliament in the Settlement increased the sense of legitimacy. It was the law of the land and Parliament could be seen to represent the political nation.
· Elizabeth and her advisers were anxious that there should be no further changes to the Settlement. 
· The individual and thus English identity of the Church of England thus became established during Elizabeth’s long reign. 
· It would not be part of a wider European Protestant Church, as some had hoped for under Edward VI. 
· By Elizabeth’s reign it was clear that Protestantism would remain divided into different sects and groups, with little sense of uniformity.
· Archbishop Parker was essentially a quiet scholar and a moderate Protestant. He stayed in England during Mary’s reign rather than going abroad. 
· He was primate for a long period (1559-75) and did more to curb the puritans than to persecute Catholics. He was also an erastian Archbishop (loyal to the Queen) who conformed to the royal will.
· Threat from Catholic powers was muted in the period up to 1570. So the Church of England had a decade or more to become established.
· Peace made with France in 1559 meant there was no immediate threat from that quarter. Thereafter France would experience a series of debilitating Wars of Religion, which would minimize the threat in the future.
· Philip II of Spain was keen to be on good terms with Elizabeth because he wished to retain an English alliance against France.
· Papacy, worried about power of Spain, slow to condemn Protestant Elizabeth. Elizabeth not excommunicated until 1570 and when she was, Philip II disapproved.

C: Defending against Internal and External Enemies, 1571-1588
Elizabeth and Parliament
Introduction - Lords and Commons
· Parliament certainly more powerful in 1559 compared to 1529
· Passed and then repealed all the major changes in religion since 1534. This was unprecedented.
· Parliament, at least House of Commons, getting bigger, more unwieldy. Lords without abbots, getting smaller.
· Parliament acted as important safety-valve and as genuine agent of political consensus in times of crisis/change.

· House of Lords more powerful chamber made up of titled aristocracy plus all the bishops.
· Dissolution of monasteries meant that laymen now had clear majority in house.
· Elizabethan peers tend to be better educated than predecessors and many were ministers and/or served on the Privy Council.
· Often 'opposition' in House of Commons was orchestrated and controlled/encouraged by members of House of Lords, sometimes members of Privy Council, who wanted to put pressure on Elizabeth. 
· Used 'men of business'/political clients to raise their ideas in Commons (e.g. Thomas Norton often represented views of his patron Burghley)

· House of Commons became more powerful and certainly more combative during the reign.
· Puritans and other Protestants were especially vociferous about the key issues, which affect their religion e.g. succession and marriage of Elizabeth, destruction of Norfolk and Mary Queen of Scots, need for reform of Church.
· Elizabethan MPs more educated than predecessors.
· Puritanism endowed many with self-righteousness which gave them confidence to criticise government p[policy and even the Queen.
· Wentworth and others developed idea that parliament was there to represent to interests of the commonwealth rather than to rubber-stamp government decisions/grant money.

Relations between the Queen and Parliament

Marriage and the succession key points of conflict from start of reign.
· Most MPs and members of Lords wanted Elizabeth to marry quickly to provide a Protestant heir. Could not understand Elizabeth's unwillingness to marry.
· Elizabeth nearly died of smallpox in 1562 - brought issue into high relief.

· As a result parliament tried to put a 'promise to marry' in preamble of subsidy bill in 1566. Some historians think that Burghley was behind this move.
· Parliament demands execution of Norfolk. Elizabeth resists but after Ridolfi Plot forced to give way to parliamentary pressure in order to save Mary, Queen of Scots.

Challenges from the Puritans

The Puritan Challenge to the Church Settlement
Who were the Puritans?
· The Puritans (‘hotter sort of Protestants’) were all those Protestants who were unhappy with the Elizabethan Religious Settlement and wished to see it altered.
· Puritanism was not a coherent movement but a voice of protest.
· There was no common core of Puritan beliefs; instead Puritanism embraced a wide spectrum of beliefs and ideas.
· Most Puritans were fiercely opposed to the Roman Catholic Church and all its works. 
· They believed that the Pope was in fact the Anti-Christ and so all Catholics were heretics and traitors. 
· They therefore wanted to see the Church take a tougher line on Catholics with stiffer penalties imposed on those who failed to attend church and/or conducted Catholic services in their private chapels.
· Puritans wished to see the Church of England completely cleansed of its ‘popish remnants’. 
· The issue of the wearing of clerical vestments, for example, would be a serious area of conflict between the Puritans and Archbishop Parker. 
· Many wished to see a new Prayer Book, which would have a less ambiguous interpretation of the doctrine of the mass.
· Many puritans wished to see the bishops wielding less power, while pastors and congregations should have more power. 
· A number believed that episcopacy (government of the Church by bishops) as a whole should be abolished since it was the system of Church government used by the Catholic Church. 
· In its place they wanted a Presbyterian form of Church government as advocated by John Calvin in Geneva.
· Most puritans wanted to improve the quality and condition of the lower clergy.
· Lower clergy needed to be better educated; they needed to be better paid to put an end to abuses such as absenteeism and pluralism.

· Most wanted to see more emphasis on ‘preaching the word’ and a relaxation on the licensing of preachers.
How did the Puritans attempt to change the Settlement
· Vestiarian Controversy
· Puritan ministers refused to conform to dress code of Settlement. Parker issued his 1565 Book of Advertisements. Summoned London clergy to Lambeth Palace and demanded that clergy conform fully or face suspension. Several deprived but vast majority conform.

· Attempts to introduce reforms via parliament.
· 1566 parliament – 6 religious bills suggesting puritan reforms introduced but not considered.
· 1571 parliament – attempt to reintroduce 6 bills of 1566.Walter Strickland introduces Bill in House of Commons for reform of Prayer Book esp. to abolish kneeling at Communion and wearing of surplices. Also wanted to reform church courts.
Government response to Puritans

· Parker made clergy conform. He was loyal to Elizabeth and was Archbishop for long period 1559-75.
· All attempts to reform Prayer Book dismissed by Elizabeth. 1572 she announced that no new religious bills to be introduced without approval of the bishops.

The Catholic Challenge
· Catholic threat was in some ways more serious than Puritan threat. 
· Although most English Catholics were moderates who hoped for a Catholic Restoration in time, more extreme Catholics plotted to replace Elizabeth with Mary Queen of Scots.

Strength of Catholicism in 1559
· Queen Mary had successfully restored Catholic Church during her five-year reign. No signs that Catholic Church was seriously opposed or under threat by the time of her death in 1558.
· English Church under Henry VIII had retained Catholic theology and liturgy. Edwardian Reformation (1547-53) had been too short-lived to bring in Protestant doctrine.
· Many of the gentry and perhaps half the nobility at first continued as Catholics after the passing of the Elizabethan Settlement. Even by the late 1580s one third of the peerage was Catholic.
· All of Mary’s Catholic bishops except one resigned rather than subscribe to the new Settlement.
· Many of the lower clergy were still Catholic or at least conservative and unenthusiastic about the Settlement.
· While South and East of England were more susceptible to Protestant advances, North and West were more Catholic. 
· North had seen great opposition to Henrician Reformation in 1536 (Pilgrimage of Grace) while Devon and Cornwall had witnessed rebellion against moderate English Prayer Book in 1549. 
· Catholicism was still strong in more agrarian, rural areas of the country. In Lancashire there were probably more Catholics than Protestants in the first years of the reign.
· More zealous Catholics believed that Mary Queen of Scots was the real Queen of England, since Elizabeth was a bastard, whose mother (Anne Boleyn) had been executed by Henry VIII.
· Elizabeth never married and so her heir until 1587 was Mary Queen of Scots.
Threat from radical Catholics
· 1568 William Allen, leading English Catholic and cardinal, founded English College at Douai in the Low Countries. 
· Designed as centre for English Catholic refugees and seminary for training new Catholic Clergy. Sent some 450 Catholic priests to England from 1574 onwards to prop up Catholic Faith.

· Penalties against Catholics stiffened up, to cope with Catholic threat. 1571 Act made it high treason to declare that Elizabeth was a heretic. 
· Also high treason to bring papal bulls into England. Catholics who had fled abroad could be deprived of goods and income from lands.

Foreign Relations 1559-71

· Religious difficulties and problems during Elizabeth’s reign were intensified by the foreign situation and the interference of foreign powers. 
· Foreign powers did much to underpin the Catholic threat.

Relations with Scotland
· When Elizabeth came to the throne, Scotland was officially Catholic and in 1559, Mary Queen of Scots was Queen of France thus strengthening the ‘auld alliance’ between Scotland and France, which had so often threatened England’s security.
· Situation in Scotland effectively reversed by onset of Scottish Reformation under John Knox and the removal of French influence from Scotland. 
· By Treaty of Berwick (Feb.1560) English gave military assistance to Scots rebels. Scots government put in hands of a Council of Scots nobles led by Earl of Arran. 
· By Treaty of Edinburgh (July 1560) French agree to withdraw troops from Scotland and recognize Elizabeth as Queen of England. Mary of Guise (Mary Queen of Scots French mother who had been regent in Scotland) died in 1560.
· Mary Queen of Scots returned to Scotland in 1561 but has little support. English hopes of marrying Mary to Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester come to nothing.
· Internal disputes in Scotland led to forcible abdication of Mary Queen of Scots (1567) and her expulsion (1568), after the mysterious death of her second husband, Lord Darnley. 
· Thereafter she was kept in captivity in England for 19 years BUT no significant backing for her claim to English throne from France or Scotland. 
· France was torn apart by Wars of Religion, Scots leadership was Presbyterian, had no sympathy with Catholic Mary and governed in the name of Mary’s infant son James VI who was brought up as a Protestant.

Relations with France
· 1559: Peace of Cateau-Cambresis ends war between England and France, which had broken out in 1557. England has to acknowledge the loss of Calais to France.
· 1562-3, English forces occupy French port of Le Havre, supposedly aiding the French Protestants (Huguenots) under Condé in their war against Catholic forces. 
· English then forced to surrender Le Havre because of outbreak of plague. Hopes of gaining a French port to replace Calais, or as a bargaining chip for the return of Calais dashed.
· 1564: Treaty of Troyes between France and England ends war with France.
· 1570: Elizabeth puts forward idea of her marriage with Henry, Duke of Anjou, brother of Charles IX. 
· This averts French hostility especially as France is still engaged in civil war and much more worried about growing power of Spain, than about Protestantism of England.

Relations with Spain
· At first relations with Spain were quite cordial.
· Philip II of Spain had been married to Mary I and was keen to retain English alliance. 
· In 1558 Spain was still at war with France. Spain increasingly worried about French intervention in the Low Countries, which were owned by Spain but border France.
· Philip II offered to marry Elizabeth; politely declined.
· English concerned much more with French/Scottish threat than with Spain in early years of the reign.

· Relations between England and Spain deteriorated to the point of open warfare by 1585. Worsening relations can be attributed more to Elizabeth’s paranoia rather than Spanish aggression.
· 1563-4 trade war between England and the Low Countries sparked off by increased taxes on trade between the two countries imposed by Queen Mary. 
· Trade war ended in 1564 when Philip sacks Spanish governor in the Low Countries, Cardinal Granvelle.
· 1567 English worried as Duke of Alva was sent to Low Countries to put down revolt there. Has an army of 50,000 men just across the English Channel.
· 1568 conflict between Spain and England in the Caribbean. Spanish fleet destroyed a number of English ships at San Juan de Ullua.
· 1568 Elizabeth took charge of Spanish silver fleet, which was forced to take shelter in Plymouth harbour while en route to pay Spanish troops in the Low Countries. 
· Spanish troops mutiny for lack of pay. Alva retaliated by seizing English ships in Low Countries’ ports. New trade war until Treaty of Bristol in 1574.
· 1571 Spanish ambassador de Spes involved in Ridolfi plot but Alva refused to give the plot military assistance from the Low Countries.

Elizabeth and her ministers, faction and the succession
Role of Court and Privy Council
· Court important political centre as it is group of courtiers who attend upon the Queen on daily basis.
· Courtiers sought to influence policy and to gain preferment from the queen, who commanded extensive patronage.
· Few scandals (sexual or financial) at Elizabethan Court.
· Privy Council now more formalised. Met regularly (c3 times per week at start of reign, most days in last decade of reign.
· Had four clerks to take minutes. Met at Court. About 12 to 18 men at full meetings, routine business handled by inner group of 4 or 6.
· Elizabeth took personal interest and attended/directed some meetings.
· Privy Council also dealt with hundreds of petitions from around country seeking redress of grievances. PC linked centre and peripheries.

Ministers
· Elizabeth well served by group of dedicated and conscientious ministers. Most were more concerned with national interest rather than serving their own interests. 
· Most were keen Protestants united in their desire to defend Church of England from internal and external threats.
· William Cecil, Lord Burghley was the key minister until his death in 1598. Served as Secretary then Lord Treasurer. 
· Although powerful and pragmatic, he was never seen as a favourite and did not dominate government in the way that Wolsey had under Henry VIII.
· Francis Walsingham was the spymaster, increasingly important as threats to Elizabeth from Catholics mounted. 
· Uncovered plots centring on overthrow of Elizabeth in favour of Mary, Queen of Scots.
· Leicester (Robert Dudley) friend since childhood (in Tower together after Wyatt's rebellion).
· Possibly had ambitions of marrying Elizabeth but hopes destroyed by mysterious death of his wife Amy Robsart. Led ill-fated expedition to help Dutch rebels against Spain.
· William Paulet and Walter Mildmay were main financial administrators. Both very competent, especially Paulet.
· Other important courtiers and ministers were Christopher Hatton, (Chancellor of the Exchequer) Henry Sidney and the Earl of Sussex (President of Council of the North).
· Many of these ministers - Burghley, Walsingham, Leicester serve for long periods. Air of stability at court. No notable scandals unlike Court of James I.
· Queen well served by her bishops - ministers of the Church - especially Parker and Whitgift. Bench of bishops pretty competent and few scandals. Another source of stability in regime.

Faction fighting
· On the whole faction fighting was limited as ministers shared same aims.
· In 1560s two rival groupings around Cecil and Leicester, mainly concerned with foreign policy. Leicester wanted more aggressive policy against Spain. Cecil more cautious. 
· Walsingham, a zealous Protestant, moved from Cecil to Leicester group. Culminated in 'crisis' in 1569, with attempts to remove Cecil.
· Also disagreement about trying to get Elizabeth to marry Norfolk. Arundel, Leicester and Pembroke favoured this, Cecil against because he knew that Elizabeth could not be persuaded.
· In 1590s two rival groupings around Earl of Essex and Robert Cecil. Essex, vain and spoilt hated Cecil and convinced that he was plotting to keep him out of favour. Cecil helped to goad Essex into 'rebellion' in 1601 which led to his execution.
· Some serious antagonisms/upsets even amongst political allies when it came to financial rewards available from the Queen. Courtiers often jealous of each other's financial rewards.
· Otherwise, faction fighting not a serious problem. Ministers united in face of serious problems. Often united against Elizabeth, especially on the issue of marriage and the succession.
· Elizabeth handled inevitable disagreements between courtiers well as means of divide and rule.

· Handled patronage in even handed way - didn't create a group which felt embittered about loss/lack of influence until Essex crisis.
· Councillors/ministers always knew that Elizabeth was in charge. Gave up when Queen finally made a decision.
Succession Problem
The succession was the most contentious issue of the reign. It caused a lot of friction in domestic affairs and was an intractable problem because Elizabeth did not wish to marry and because her heir until 1587 was a Catholic.

Elizabeth and marriage
· Elizabeth consistently refused to marry. Feared loss of power if she married an Englishman plus this might 'unbalance' Privy Council, creating a husband who was therefore a 'favourite'. 
· Fond of Leicester but this excited jealousy of other counsellors plus any idea of marriage scuppered by sudden and mysterious death of his wife, Amy Robsart.
· Feared to marry abroad. Did 'woo' French Duke of Anjou in 1578 but not seriously. Would not marry a Catholic and would not marry a man she had not met. 
· Ultimately used decision not to marry to create powerful political symbol of the Virgin Queen, married only to her people.

· Most of the Privy Council, aristocracy and MPs wanted her to marry but failed in this endeavour.
· Elizabeth sent famous 'answer answerless' when petitioned by Parliament to marry and/or to name a successor - claimed such questions were a breach of her prerogative.
· Problem seemed very serious after 1562 when Elizabeth nearly died of smallpox. Heir was Mary, Queen of Scots whose accession would mean overthrow of Protestant Church as had happened in 1553.
· Plans drawn up for a regency council to rule if Elizabeth died and to provide for a suitable successor BUT seemed no alternative to Mary, especially after 1568 when she is on English soil.
· Some leading men favoured marriage between Mary and Norfolk to provide Protestant heir (Norfolk was nominally a Protestant). Plan wrecked with Norfolk's execution and plots to forcibly put Mary on throne.

· Key problem over the succession was that Mary, Queen of Scots was heir BUT not acceptable because of her Catholicism and fact that she was Scots/French and that, wittingly or not, was at the centre of Catholic plots to overthrow Elizabeth and bring back the old faith.
· Northern Earls 1569, Ridolfi Plot 1571, Throckmorton Plot 1584 and Babington 1586 all made this point. Mary could not be heir if she was a traitor.
· After execution of Mary in 1587, situation calmer as her Protestant son James VI was then heir apparent. Much more acceptable than his mother. 
· Because she lived a long time, Elizabeth managed to provide a Protestant succession.

Succession had serious impact on foreign affairs.
· Succession issue got seriously entangled in plots surrounding Mary, Queen of Scots.
· Serious fears that Mary would get help from France (she had been Queen of France and her mother was French). 
· Also possibility of aid from Spain via Spanish general Duke of Alva stationed in Low Countries with big Catholic army 1567-73.
· In fact French showed little interest as Wars of Religion start after 1561 and would like England as ally against Spain.
· Philip II and Alva not prepared to help because Mary was French. Armada launched 18 months after her execution.
· Nonetheless limited foreign threat only clear with hindsight. At the time good Protestants and Puritans believed that they were part of Protestant struggle against the growing power of Catholicism. Tendency was always to exaggerate not underestimate Marian threat.
· At same time, government all too aware of Catholic survivalism in England. English Catholics were possible 5th column to help Mary to the throne. 
· Recusants made their opposition clear, Church papists, secret opponents of Protestantism, might be much more numerous. Internal threat from Catholics could not be underestimated.
· Northern Rising 1569 should be seen in this context, as should arrival of Jesuits and missionary priests. 

· Overall and in the long-term Elizabeth dealt successfully with the problem but still hard to see why she didn't marry a foreign Protestant prince to hopefully provide an heir. 
· Marriage between Mary I and Philip of Spain was politically successful. Philip had no power in England and was not allowed to take Queen out of realm.
· Protestant younger brother, one who would not be King in his own country would have been ideal!
Impact of Presbyterianism and radical Puritans
· 1571 parliament – attempt to reintroduce 6 bills of 1566.Walter Strickland introduces Bill in House of Commons for reform of Prayer Book especially to abolish kneeling at Communion and wearing of surplices. Also wanted to reform church courts.

· 1572 Puritans managed to give two readings to a bill to make Act of Uniformity enforceable only on papists.

· 1576 and 1581 parliaments make requests for moderate reforms. Many of them backed by leading members of the Council such as Burghley, Leicester and Walsingham. 

· 1584 Turner introduced a ‘Bill and Book’ proposing to replace Prayer Book with Genevan Prayer Book. Also petition for reform, which received wide support in House of Commons.

· 1587 in parliament – Cope introduced his Bill and Book, which again sought to replace Prayer Book with Genevan Prayer Book.

Attempts by Puritans to put pressure on parliament for religious change

· 1572 Admonition to Parliament. Advocated abolition of episcopacy and setting up a Presbyterian system of Church government. Also critical of Church liturgy and practice in section entitled ‘A View of Popish Abuses yet remaining in the English Church’.

· 1584 Parliament lobbied by Puritan surveys of the clergy purporting to show how many were ignorant and unable to preach. Surveys indicated that secret meetings (classes) of puritan clergy were taking place.

Development of the Presbyterian Movement

· John Field and Thomas Wilcox authors of Admonition to Parliament. Also set up a regular conference or classis in London as a kind of church within the Church.

· Two national synods held - one in London (1586) and one in Cambridge (1587).

· Walter Travers circulated copies of a Book of Discipline outlining the Presbyterian model of church government.

· Thomas Cartwright engaged in long running debate with Archbishop Whitgift advocating Presbyterianism.

· 1573 Puritan fanatic attempted to kill a leading councillor Christopher Hatton thinking he was a secret Catholic.

Prophesyings and Preachers

· Meetings of clergy and laymen, designed to improve the learning and quality of lower clergy. These sprang up largely spontaneously but seen as dangerous meetings of Puritans critical of the religious Settlement.

· 1574 Queen told the Bishop of Norwich to suppress them in his diocese.

· 1576 new Archbishop of Canterbury, Grindal (1576-83), told by Queen to shutdown Prophesyings and limit the number of licensed preachers. 

· Grindal, who was sympathetic to Puritans, refused and was suspended until his death in 1583.

Government response to Puritans

· Parker made clergy conform.

· All attempts to reform Prayer Book dismissed by Elizabeth. 1572 she announced that no new religious bills to be introduced without approval of the bishops.

· Archbishop Grindal permanently suspended when he appeared sympathetic to the Puritans.

· Archbishop Whitgift (1583-1604) tough on Puritans. He introduced Three (Lambeth) Articles. 

· All clergy to swear an oath for – strict observance of the Prayer Book and full acceptance of Royal Supremacy, Prayer Book and 39 Articles. 

· However had to moderate his demands after opposition from some Privy Counsellors and the realization that several hundred clergy might be deprived.

· 1584 brought in 24 questions, which could be put to Puritan activists to incriminate them.

· 1587 Cope and 4 others imprisoned for attempting to bring in Genevan Prayer Book

 The Catholic Challenge 1571-88
· Catholic gentry and nobles allowed unofficially to have Catholic services in their private chapels.

· Catholic landowners often unreceptive to Jesuit missionaries who were sent to England after 1580. They saw them as un-English. 

· Most Catholic landowners were loyal to the Elizabethan regime and did not want to attract attention by entertaining catholic missionaries. 

· Thus there was a split between the quietist, seigneurial Catholicism and the zeal and fervour of the missionary priests and Jesuits.

· Most Catholic plots to overthrow Elizabeth involved foreign powers usually Spain or at least, Spanish agents. Most influential Catholics saw support for these plots as unpatriotic.

· Similarly the zealous Catholic fervour of the missionary priests was inspired by international Catholicism, formulated at the Council of Trent. This was not in line with an English Catholicism, which historically did not have strong links with the Papacy in Rome.

· In 1588, at the time of the Spanish Armada, English Catholics were keen to denounce the Spaniards as invaders.

· Government persecution in 1570s and 80s meant Catholicism at yeoman level largely died out. 

· Catholicism therefore survived mainly amongst larger landowners who were widely scattered geographically.

· Catholic threat in some ways more serious than puritan threat. Although most English Catholics were moderates who hoped for a Catholic Restoration in time, 

· More extreme Catholics plotted to replace Elizabeth with Mary Queen of Scots.

· After 1585 England faced the prospect of a Spanish invasion to restore Catholicism.

What threat was there from radical Catholics?

· Young men of gentry status had largely organized the plots centring on Mary Queen of Scots.

· 1568, William Allen, leading English Catholic and Cardinal, founded English College at Douai in the Low Countries. 

· Designed as centre for English Catholic refugees and seminary for training new Catholic Clergy. Sent some 450 Catholic priests to England from 1574 onwards to prop up Catholic Faith. 

· Allen also produced in 1584 his True, Sincere and Modest Defense of English Catholics claiming that it was unreasonable to persecute Catholics for their Faith. 
· This was an answer to Lord Burghley’s pamphlet of 1583 defending the persecution of Catholics.

· After 1580 Jesuit missionaries were sent to England, led by Edmund Campion and Robert Parsons. 
· Purpose again was to fortify the faithful rather than to convert Protestant heretics. Some managed to print and circulate Catholic literature.

How did the government respond to the Catholic threat?

· Catholic plots to free Mary and assassinate Elizabeth came to little thanks to Walsingham’s intelligence network and vigilance.

· Jesuits and Catholic missionaries arrested and often executed. Some 100 missionaries executed during the reign. 

· Between 1581 and 1590, 78 priests and 25 laymen executed for supporting Catholic mission. Campion, leading Jesuit missionary executed by hanging drawing and quartering.

How were penalties against Catholics stiffened up?

· 1571 Act made it high treason to declare that Elizabeth was a heretic. Also high treason to bring papal bulls into England. Catholics who had fled abroad could be deprived of goods and income from lands.

· 1581 heavy fines for hearing Mass, £20 fine per month for recusancy (Catholics refusing to attend Church of England), new Treason Act that made it a capital offence to convert or be converted to Catholicism.

· 1584 Act – death penalty for anyone receiving Jesuits or seminarists.

· 1584 Bond of Association drawn up by Protestants in parliament and spread nationwide. Members of the association swore to pursue to the death anyone attempting to harm the Queen.

· Government propaganda such as Burghley’s Execution of Justice in England (1583) explained that Catholicism was tantamount to treason.

· John Foxe’s Book of Martyrs (1563) detailed the persecution of English Protestants by Catholics during Queen Mary’s reign.

HOWEVER some Catholics were still able to evade serious penalties by using their local influence especially in areas like the North where Catholics were still fairly numerous.

The threat from Mary Queen of Scots

· 1571 Ridolfi Plot. This was encouraged by the Spanish Ambassador and the Spanish commander in the Netherlands, the Duke of Alva. The plan again was to assassinate Elizabeth.

· 1583 Throckmorton Plot. Francis Throckmorton was an English Catholic in league with the Spanish ambassador. 

· Again the plan was essentially to liberate Mary from captivity in the North and kill Elizabeth. In 1584, Throckmorton executed and Mendoza, Spanish ambassador expelled.

· 1586 Babington Plot. Similar to the others but this time Walsingham convinced Elizabeth that Mary was directly involved. He trapped her by opening her correspondence. As a result Mary put on trial and executed in Fotheringhay Castle.

· Elizabeth allowed Mary to be executed only after long deliberation. She realised that she was her closest heir and also hesitated to order the execution of another monarch.

Foreign Policy and War with Spain

· War between Spain and England effectively started in 1585 and lasted until 1604. 

· Earlier points of conflict could have been resolved without serious recourse to arms but in 1585 English army invaded the Low Countries to assist the Dutch rebels against their sovereign Philip II. This was highly provocative.

· Leicester’s expedition of about 8,000 troops sent to help Dutch rebels in 1585. English very worried that Philip will defeat the rebels and might launch an invasion of England.

· 1584 William the Silent, Dutch rebel leader assassinated and Duke of Anjou, French prince who was aiding the rebels also died soon after leaving the Low Countries. Rebels look weak.

· 1585 Spanish forces under the victorious Duke of Parma retake the vital city of Antwerp and seem to be on the brink of final victory.

· English army does nothing to help rebels directly but persuaded Philip that he should launch an invasion of England. Leicester sent back to Low Countries in 1587 – even less achieved.

Why were the English authorities very worried? 

· English Catholics might rise to help a Spanish invasion.

· Prolonged warfare would be too expensive for England.

· English navy powerful but might not be a match for new Spanish Armada.

· 1586 Drake raided Spanish outposts in the Caribbean. San Domingo captured and sacked.

· 1587 Drake raided Spanish port of Cadiz.

· 1588 Armada sailed against England. Plan was to link up with Parma in the Low Countries and help to transport thousands of Spanish troops to England. 

· Attempted invasion failed, partly because of English navy but mainly because Philip’s plan to link his land and sea forces was fatally flawed. 
· In addition Philip was over optimistic that thousands of English Catholics would rise against Elizabeth’s regime.

D: THE LAST YEARS OF ELIZABETH

How far did the popularity and effectiveness of Elizabeth I's government decline after 1588?
It has been easy to claim that Elizabethan government became less popular and effective in last 15 years.

· 1588, the year of triumph against Armada seen as high point of war effort against Spain. Later expeditions unsuccessful.
· War in Ireland long-drawn out and costly. O'Donnell rebellion after 1593. Defeat of English forces at Yellow Ford 1598. Spanish forces land in Ireland 1601.
· 1590s worst decade economically of the century. Worst run of poor harvests 1593-6 and return of plague and other diseases.
· Ageing Queen, everyone preparing for new regime and seeing James as hope for the future.
· Death of key ministers - Walsingham, Leicester and Burghley; younger men seem less able and didn't have confidence of ageing Queen.
· Essex revolt 1591 showed Queen was out of touch with new generation.

In fact this view is an over simplification. 1588 not really a turning point.

· Failure of Armada exploited in government propaganda - God was a Protestant. Huge boost to morale.
· After Armada, England took war to Spain with expeditions against Cadiz, Azores, Lisbon.
· Catholic threat was much less intense. 
· Mary executed 1587, no more attempts to overthrow Elizabeth. Missionary priests persecuted successfully, Jesuits few in number.
· 1590s saw decline in Puritan challenge. No attempts to reform Church via parliament. Puritan leaders imprisoned (Cartwright) or dead (Field). Puritan radicals (Marprelate Tracts/growth of separatists) had given movement a bad name.
· Clergy conform under Whitgift who used courts of High Commission and Star Chamber to crush Puritan threat.
· Relations between Queen and Parliament/Privy Council more settled. Succession problem solved after execution of Mary. 
· There was trouble over monopolies but skilful use of apparent concessions saw a grateful House of Commons and gave Elizabeth a propaganda triumph with her 'golden speech'.
· Period saw death of Burghley (as late as 1598) but rise of very competent son, Robert Cecil. Other ministers also equal of previous generation. 
· Leicester ultimately had contributed little and his military expedition to Low Countries had been a fiasco.
· Warfare is protracted and limited success BUT England not a powerful military power and warfare always drags on. 
· Warfare may provide useful safety valve for underemployed young courtiers who want to make a name for themselves.
· Leicester and Essex were incompetent commanders but Norris and Mountjoy rather better.
· Essex rebellion 1601 was not a serious rebellion; product of Essex pride and vanity and disdain for ageing Queen. Rising in London was completer fiasco and easily dealt with. No popular sympathy for wayward earl.
· Biggest problem of 1590s was economic crisis brought about by natural forces (and Europe- wide) rather than government policies.
· Some feeling that Elizabeth was more stubborn and difficult in last years but she was always like that. 
· Vast majority of courtiers/ministers were content to wait for Scottish succession, though fears about rule of a foreign King.
· Soon after her death, idea of Elizabethan Golden age is born. Had defeated Spain, establish Anglican Church, built the foundations of British Empire. Plus golden age in the arts - Shakespeare writes 24 of his 37 plays 1590-1603!
Tackling Social and Economic Problems - The Poor Law of 1601
· The poor at the beginning of Elizabeth’s reign could be punished if they attempted to beg.

· Beggars could be flogged through the streets or put in the stocks or pillory.

· Beggars were treated in this way because they were vagrants and therefore had no fixed abode. This meant that they were not part of traditional landed society.

· In the countryside, people were part of a hierarchical society which was controlled by the gentry and aristocracy; people knew their place.

· Beggars were not part of that society and had no ‘place’, therefore they were not trusted.

· The Elizabethan Poor Law aimed to encourage vagrants to stay in one place where they would be looked after and where they would be known.

· It was as much about social control was it was about helping the poor.

Why did the numbers of poor and beggars increase during the reign of Elizabeth?

· Enclosure of farm land for pasture forced people off the land in the North of England. The wool trade became much more important and pasturage was valuable.

· The dissolution of the Monasteries meant that the poor could no longer receive help from the Church.

· In the 1580s and 1590s, the population rose, but at the same time poor harvests meant that prices inflated.

A series of Poor Laws was passed to tackle the problem.

1552 Act


· This officially recorded the number of poor in each Parish Register, along with the details of Births, Deaths and Marriages. 
· Parliament suggested that every Parish should appoint two collectors of alms to assist the churchwardens after service on Sunday to “gently ask and demand of every man or woman what they, of their charity, will be contented to give weekly towards the relief of the poor”. 
· The Alms collectors distributed the money to the registered poor of the parish. The Parish Registers provided the information required by the Elizabethan government to assess the extent of the problem. 
1563 Act
· The threat to civil disorder led to an Act of the Elizabethan Poor Law to be passed through Parliament in 1563. 
· The different types of poor people were categorised in order to determine the treatment that they might receive as follows:
· The Deserving Poor - the old the young and the sick who should receive help
· The 'Deserving Unemployed' - those willing and able to work but unable to find employment 

· The 'Undeserving Poor' - those who turned to a life of crime or became beggars

The Poor Beggars
· The unfortunate poor who turned to begging were viewed and treated as criminals. 
· The punishment of the 'poor beggars' was that they would be beaten until they reached the stones that marked the town parish boundary. 
· The beatings given as punishment were bloody and merciless and those who were caught continually begging could be sent to prison and even hanged as their punishment. 
1572 Act
· In 1572, the first compulsory poor law tax was imposed at a local level making the alleviation of poverty a local responsibility. 
· Each Parish was responsible to provide for its own aged, sick and poor. 
· The Justice of the Peace for each parish was allowed to collect a tax from those who owned land in the parish. This was called the Poor Rate. 
· The Law stated that charity for the relief of the poor should be collected weekly by assigned collectors. 
· The money was used to help the 'Deserving Poor' - anyone refusing to pay was imprisoned. 

1576 Act
· In 1576, each town was required to provide work for the unemployed, in effect, the first English Workhouse, or Poorhouse (without accommodation) and Houses of Correction for Vagrants and Beggars. 
· Raw materials, such as wool, were provided and the poor supplied the labour. Punishment of the Mother and reputed Father of a Bastard was also established. 
1597 Act
· The poor harvest of the 1590's placed an even bigger burden on the economy. The Justices of the Peace were given more authority to raise additional compulsory funds. 
· A new position of 'Overseer of the Poor' was created. The role of the Overseer of the Poor was to:
1. Calculate the amount of 'Poor Rate' required for the Parish
2. Collect the poor rate from property owners
3. Dispensing either money, clothes or food
4. Supervise the Parish Poor House

How did the Elizabethan Poor Law of 1601 treat the poor?
· The sick, old, infirm and mentally ill (called the impotent poor) were looked after in poor houses or almshouses. 

· Pauper children were apprenticed to a trade. 

· Able-bodied poor (often called idle vagabonds) who needed relief were set to work in a workhouse while they continued to live at home. 

· Beggars and vagrants who refused to work were sent to a ‘house of correction’. 

· Each parish was responsible for looking after its own poor. Local magistrates appointed local overseers who levied a poor rate and used it to pay for relief of the parish poor.

· Because each parish was responsible for its own poor, settlement became very important. 

· Any person claiming relief had to be returned to the parish of their birth, or, if this wasn’t known, to the parish where they had last lived for more than a year without getting in to trouble.

Conclusions
· By 1603 the realm was united politically.
· Ruling classes united in accepting James VI of Scotland as next king - succession not a problem.
· Religious divisions were still there but neutralised.
· Radical Catholics had no chance of changing succession. Instead hoped for greater toleration in future.
· Radical Puritans had been neutralised by the authorities and by popularity of Anglican Church.

PAGE  
34

