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[bookmark: _Toc483753702]Henry VII: Consolidation of Power

· August 21st 1485 – Henry Tudor crowned King by Lord Stanley.
· August 22nd 1485 – Henry wins Battle of Bosworth, killing Richard III.
· After the Battle of Bosworth, Henry rewarded his supporters by conferring 11 knighthoods, making Sir Reginald Bray the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, and Sir William Stanley the Chamberlain of the Household.
· Reinstated Yorkist descendent the Earl of Northumberland to neutralise opposition to Henry VII in the North.
· Punished Yorkists using Acts of Attainder – The Earl of Westmorland and Viscount Beaumont were fined £10,000 each. 
· October 30th 1485 – Official Coronation of King Henry VII.
· November 7th 1485 – Holds first Parliamentary session.
· 1485 – Imprisoned the Earl of Warwick.
· January 18th 1486 – Henry VII marries Elizabeth of York.
· September 1489 – Prince Arthur born.
· 1486 – Viscount Lovell, Thomas Stafford and Humphrey Stafford fail in their attempt to start uprisings. Lovell flees, Humphrey dies, and Thomas is pardoned. 
· May 1487 – Lambert Simnel poses as the Earl of Warwick, and is crowned King in Ireland.
· June 16th 1487 – Battle of Stoke Field takes place. Simnel is supported by 2000 German mercenaries provided by Margaret of Burgundy. The conflict is won by the Earl of Oxford. John De La Pole is killed, and Simnel is spared by Henry VII. Bonds of Good Behaviour are introduced after the battle to promote loyalty to the crown.  
· 1491 – Perkin Warbeck imposture begins. Warbeck is Recognized by the Earl of Kildare in Ireland. Is captured after failing to exploit the Cornish Rebellion, and is executed alongside the Earl of Warwick in 1499. Cost of dealing with the affair was £13,000.  Persuaded Pope Innocent VIII to issue a papal bull of excommunication against all pretenders to Henry's throne
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· Council had a recorded 227 members, of which only 6 or 7 actively participated. 50% of the council was made up of clerics. 22 members came from Edward V’s reign. 
· The Great Council – House of Lords.
· Parliament – called upon 7 times, and used to grant extraordinary revenue. Called upon 5 times within his first 10 years as king, and twice thereafter. 
· Maintained law and order through Justices of the Peace(JPs), of which there were an average of 18 per county, and the nobility. 
· Used Bonds and Recognizances to bind his subjects, and force them into acknowledging a debt/ responsibility. Had £50,000 pledged in B+R.
· Introduced the Statute of Uses to prevent the avoidance of inheritance tax.
· Released the Earl of Surrey, a Yorkist, to rule over the North. Placed trust in the Earl of Oxford and Lord Daubeny. 
· 1486 – Act of Resumption increased Tonnage and Poundage, raising approximately £38,000.
· 1487 – The Court of the Star Chamber established, reviving the practice of using a small (and trusted) group of the Privy Council as a personal or Prerogative Court.
· 1487-1497 - £203,000 raised in Fifteenth and Tenths.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]1487 – JPs given the power to grant bail.
· 1491 – Granted benevolence by the Great Council.
· 1492 – Chamber introduced to increase revenues from crown lands. Ran by John Heron. Increased annual revenue from £12,000 under the exchequer to £42,000. 80% of Royal Income was administered through the chamber by 1509. 
· 1492 – Treaty of Etaples granted England an annual pension of £5000, with a promised total of £159,000. 
· 1495 – Council Learned established to exploiting Henry’s prerogative rights i.e. Bonds and Recognizances. Managed by Bray. Joined by Empson in 1503.
· 1495 – Sir William Stanley conspired with Perkin Warbeck, prompting Henry VII to establish a Privy Chamber.
· 1495 – JPs given the power to deliver justice to corrupt juries. 
· 1502 & 1504 – Feudal aid for Henry and Margaret of £30,000 each.
· 1504-1507 – £200,000 promised in B+R, though not all was collected.
· 1504 – Parliament banned Henry from gathering Extraordinary Revenue, having already raised £400,000.
· 1509 – Henry raised £6000 through Wardships. 
· Had an annual income of £104,800.
· Left £300,000 in plate and jewels, plus £10,000 in cash.
· Customs revenue raised £38,000, bonds worth 200,000 pledged but not all collected, 400k from extraordinary revenue, 230k from fractional taxes and left 300k for successor
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· 1485 – Gained access to Baltic sea
· 1486 – Yorkist Lord Deputy of Ireland the Earl of Kildare supported Lambert Simnel.
· 1487 – France invade Brittany. 
· 1487 & 1488 – England renewed peace treaties with the Holy Roman Emperor, as Maximillian was to be married by proxy to Anne of Brittany.
· February 1489 – Treaty of Redon signed with Brittany. £27,000 and 60,000 troops raised under Lord Daubeny, with the Archdiocese of Canterbury and York raising £25,000 each.
· March 1489 – Treaty of Medina Del Campo voided the Navigation Acts against Spain, setting duties at low rates, and binding them into alliance against attack/rebellion.
· 1490 – Trade of cloth with port of Pisa in Florence.
· 1491 – Earl Kildare supported Perkin Warbeck.
· December 1491 – Anne surrenders, and marries Charles VIII.
· 1491 – Henry raises a further £48,500.
· 1492 – Henry invaded France with 26,000 troops, costing him £24,000.
· 1492 – Treaty of Etaples had France withdraw support for Warbeck, granting England a pension of £5000 per annum, as well as unrestricted access to French trading waters.
· 1495 – Despite his initial successes through force and bribery, Poynings was replaced by the reinstated Earl of Kildare after his Poyning’s Law proved too expensive.  
· 1495 – Scotland declare support for Perkin Warbeck with a marriage alliance to Lady Catherine Gordon and a pension. 
· 1496 - Scotland support Warbeck’s invasion over the Scottish border. 
· 1496 – England joined the Holy League, uniting with the European powers against France.
· 1496 – Intercursus Magnus removed English Trade barriers with Burgundy.
· 1497 – Truce of Ayton declared a 7-year peace with Scotland. 
· 1501 – Prince Arthur and Catherine of Aragon married. After Arthur’s death, Ferdinand did not wish to pay for the papal dispensation to marry Catherine to Henry.
· 1502 – Treaty of Perpetual Peace signed with Scotland.
· 1503 – Henry’s daughter Margaret married to James IV.
· 1504 – Henry supported Juana against Ferdinand after Isabella’s death. 
· 1506 – Treaty of Windsor signed after Juana and Phillip crashed in England. In exchange for the return of the Earl of Suffolk, Henry agreed to recognize the two as claimants to the Spanish throne, making way for the treaty of Intercursus Malus. The treaty was rendered ineffective after Phillip’s death and Juana’s subsequent plunge into madness. 

[bookmark: _Toc483753705]Henry VII: Society

· The Black Death had killed off 20-40% of the population, increasing social mobility and the opportunities to gain favour. 
· 90% of a population of about 2.2 million lived in rural areas. Yeoman possessed 20% of the land.
· Agriculture in the North West focused on pastoral farming, whilst in the South East an emphasis was placed upon mixed farming. In Wales, agricultural production focused on grain and fruit. 
· Nobles attempted to pass Sumptry laws which infringed upon the rights of peasants, though these mostly failed.
· Nobility consisted of around 50 men. 2/3 of the Aristocracy were placed under crown observation during Henry’s reign, and 75% of noble families faced some form of bond/recognizance 
· The number of noble families fell from 57 to 44 over Henry’s reign.
· Only made 1 Earl over the period of his whole reign.
· Passed 138 Acts of Attainder throughout his reign of which 46 were repealed. 
· 1486 – Had the nobility swear not to illegally retain. This was built upon by the 1504 Act which stated that nobles should seek licenses should they wish to retain. 
· 1489 – Yorkshire Rebellion broke out due grievances against taxes levied to raise funds to fight Simnel in the South. Earl of Northumberland was killed after being deserted by his retainers. 
· 1490 – There were approximately 375 knights in England, with the nobility and knighthood possessing 20% of all English Land. 
· 1497 – Cornish Rebellion broke out in opposition to tax being levied to fight against the Scottish invasion. 15,000 rebels were raised, marching onto Blackheath before Lord Daubeny killed rebel leader Lord Audley, ending the rebellion. 
· 1503 – Act of Livery prohibited nobles from having private armies and attempting to influence the court, whilst also giving Henry a monopoly over gunpowder. 
· 1507 – Lord Bervagenny fined £100,000 for illegally retaining.  

[bookmark: _Toc483753706]Henry VII: Economy

· Demand for English wool increased due to population growth and overseas trade, leading to greater pastoral farming.
· Cloth trade made up 70% of English exports, increasing by a further 60% over the span of Henry’s reign. 
· The London cloth trade with Antwerp was dominated by the Merchant Adventurers, whose cloth trade matched the Merchants of Staple’s wool trade. Their strong ties with the King contributed to the creation of treaties such as Intercursus Magnus and Malus. 
· England was unable to compete with the Hanseatic League in terms of trade, Spain in terms of shipbuilding, and Germany in terms of metallurgy.
· Savoy Hospital on the strand founded to treat 100 poor people.
· 1487 – English merchants were expected to have certificates of duties paid. 
· 1489 – Navigation Act of 1485 re-asserted, limiting what foreign ships could bring to and from England. Whilst largely ineffective, the did place a restriction on who could export wool in favour of English merchants. 
· 1490 – Treaty with Florence for the trade of wool following the imposition of heavy duties upon English trade by the Venetians (who later removed their embargo). 
· 1493 – Trade embargo passed against the Netherlands. 
· 1496 – Henry sponsored John Cabot for £50.
· 1496 – First Blast Furnace built. 
· 1497 – John Cabot discovered Newfoundland.
· 1504 – Fearing they would side with the Yorkists, Henry VII signed treaties with the Hanseatic League asserting their trading privileges, allowing them to dominate trade in the Baltics. 
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· 1 in 10 sons of a family volunteered to be a priest. Only 1 in 10 clergy had university degrees. 
· England was Erastian, meaning the state had authority over the church.  Most people were Catholic and lived under papal jurisdiction. 
· Guilds and fraternities provided good and fellowships, and were popular gatherings that raised funds to maintain the church. A parish in Salle, Norfolk had 7 guilds and fraternities. Some ran schools/ built infrastructure, funded by Church Ale festivals which raised money.
· Theatre was popular at festivals, which were sometimes put on by guilds and fraternities.
· 8000 Parish Churches during Henry’s reign. 2/3 of all churches were renovated throughout Henry’s reign. Church administered country through two provinces: Canterbury and York. 
· People observed the seven sacraments to attain grace and minimise time spent in purgatory. Central Experience: Eucharist; Transubstantiation – done by whole community – accessible; Pilgrimage & relics; Thomas a Kempis criticised such practices.
· Dying people left money to the church – remembrance and charity was meant to minimise time in purgatory. Foundation, intercession and prayers on behalf of the benefactors.
· Orders and Friars – Three main ones were the Dominicans, Franciscans and Augustinians. These worked among the lay people, supported by charities. 
· John Wycliffe – favoured the vernacular and opposed catholic beliefs. Was considered to be a Heretic. 
· Humanism – Included renaissance ideas; the rediscovery of Latin and Greek texts.
· 1460-1509 – 53 new grammar schools established. Lady Margaret Beaufort founded Christ’s and St John’s Colleges, Cambridge. Education focused on the study of Latin and law.
· 1499 – Erasmus visited England.
· 1500 – 1% of men were monks; 900 communities throughout the country; Benedictions, Carthusians – Oldest monastic orders; nunneries were less common.
· 1501-1516 – £305 raised to reconstruct a steeple in Louth. 
· 1502 – The construction of Westminster Abbey was approved, under the style of Gothic Perpendicular architecture.
· 1505 – Eton Choir Book introduced, consisting of 93 compositions. 
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· April 21st 1509 – Henry VII dies. Henry VIII commissioned his parent’s tombs to be made in accordance with renaissance style. 
· April 23rd 1509 – Henry VIII is proclaimed king, at age 17.
· April 25th 1509 – Empson and Dudley are sent to the Tower of London, secured by Richard Fox.
· June 11th 1509 – Marries Catherine of Aragon.
· June 24th 1509 – Henry VIII coronated as King of England.
· 1509 – Favour is restored to figures like Margaret Pole.
· 1509 – Is convinced by his council to renew the Treaty of Etaples.
· January 1510 – Council Learned abolished by act of parliament, leading to the cancellation of outstanding Bonds and Recognizances.
· August 1510 – Empson and Dudley are executed.
· Size of the navy was increased from 5 ships to 53.
· May 1511 – Went to war with France.
· 1513 – Edmund De La Pole executed.
· 1521 – Duke of Buckingham executed, having been a potential claimant to the throne who briefly spoke out against Henry.

[bookmark: _Toc483753709]Henry VIII: Wolsey

· Born the son of a butcher.
· Henry VIII’s first Chief Minister.
· Held plurality in Bath, Wels, Durham and Winchester.
· Oversaw the Court of Chancery for Henry.
· November 1509 – Almoner to Henry VIII.
· 1510 – Appointed to the King’s Council.
· 1513 – Organised the invasion of France.
· February 1513 – Made Dean of York.
· 1514 – Made Bishop of Lincoln.
· August 1514 – Made Archbishop of York.
· 1514-1527 – Having reformed taxation by heading the National Committee himself, Wolsey taxed £450,000 from the Laity, and £240,000 from the Clergy. Through the Tudor Subsidy, he raised £320,000.
· September 1515 – Made Cardinal, as granted by Pope Leo.
· December 1515 – Made Chancellor of England.
· 1519 – Assumed control of the Court of Star Chamber, and announced its impartiality. Wolsey favoured Civil Law over Common Law i.e. Natural law instead of precedents, which favoured the poor. Wolsey saw 1300 more cases than were seen during Henry VII’s reign. 
· Had 30 corrupt Church Houses closed.
· Expanded the Court of Chancery, increasing the number of cases reviewed per annum from 12 to 120 by the 1520s, whilst also instituting a 10% inheritance tax for personal profit. 
· 1522 – Raised £200,000 in forced loans from Nobles.
· 1524 – Made a Papal Legate for life.
· 1525 – Amicable Grant passed through Parliament. Unsuccessful due to heavy opposition. 1000 people gathered in Essex, and 4000 gathered in Norfolk and Suffolk, in opposition to the grant.
· January 1526 – Eltham Ordinances halved the size of the Privy Chamber to 15 members, consolidating Wolsey’s influence over the King.
· 1527 – Bought surplus grain during bad harvests and gave it to the poor cheaply.
· May 1527 – Led the court that accused Henry VIII of committing incest. In it, Catherine appealed via Canon Law.
· 1528 – Appointed a bishop without Henry’s permission.
· June 15th 1529 – Hearing in London by Cardinal Campeggio begins.
· July 30th – Campeggio adjourns and returns to Rome.
· October 1529 – Wolsey is charged with praemunire. 
· November 29th 1530 – Wolsey dies on his way to London.
[bookmark: _Toc483753710]Henry VIII: Parliament

· 1509 – 1515 – Summoned Parliament 4 times. Parliament was summoned 24 times by Wolsey.
· January-February 1510 – Parliament was summoned to abolish the Council Learned.
· February-December 1510 – No renewal of Anti-Clerical Act.
· February 1512 & March 1514 – Called upon Parliament to grant extraordinary revenue to invade France and pass the Anti-clerical act. 
· April-August 1523 – Called upon Parliament to grant revenue to invade France. Further pleas were made for greater freedoms of speech. Session was considered to be less Anti-Clerical. 
· November 1529-April 1536 – Reformation Parliament.
· April 1539-July 1540 – Called upon Parliament to grant extraordinary revenue, pass the Six Articles Act, and allow for the Dissolution of the Greater Monasteries. 
· January 1542-March 1544 – Called upon Parliament to grant revenue to invade Scotland and France, and pass a new Succession Act.
· November 1545-January 1547 – Called upon Parliament to grant extraordinary revenue. 
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· 1509-1514 – Conciliar Government in place.
· 1519 – Wolsey replaces the ‘Minions’ in the Privy Chamber with his own loyalists, though some are able to regain their positions soon after.
· 1519 – Henry Fitzroy born, and made Earl of Richmond in response to Catherine’s menopause.
· 1527 – After four failed pregnancies, Henry loses interest in his marriage with Catherine and falls for Anne Boleyn, whose sister had been Henry’s mistress in 1522.
· May 6th 1527 – Charles V (Nephew of Catherine of Aragon) sacked Rome, preventing Pope Clement from allowing an annulment of Henry’s marriage to Catherine.
· June 30th 1529 – Wolsey fails to secure an annulment for Henry’s marriage to Catherine.
· October 1529 – Thomas More replaces Wolsey as Lord Chancellor. 
· November 1534 – Act of Supremacy declares Henry VIII is the ‘Supreme Head of the Church’. Followed by the Treason Act which declares that spoken word against Henry was grounds for treason. This act led to the downfall of More.
· January 16th 1536 – Henry injured in a jousting incident. 

[bookmark: _Toc483753712]Henry VIII: Foreign Policy 1510-1514

· 1510 – Negotiated a renewal of the Treaty of Etaples.
· May 1511 – Anglo-Spanish deal to attack France.
· November 1511 – England joins the Holy League, an anti-France alliance consisting of England, Spain, the Holy Roman Empire, Venice, and the Papacy.
· April 1512 – Henry unsuccessfully sends 10,000 troops to invade France under the Marquis of Dorset. Ferdinand uses this as a distraction to capture Navarre. 
· June 1513 – Henry leads 30,000 troops into France.
· August 16th 1513 – Henry wins at the Battle of Spurs, capturing Tournai and Thérouanne at the suggestion Maximillian. Neither territory held any tactical value, as they were 160 km from Calais. French wars cost £892,000.
· September 1513 – Battle Flodden led by the Earl of Surrey. Killed James IV. Despite having killed off most of the Scottish nobility, with James IV being a minor ruler, Henry failed to capitalise on Scotland’s weakness. Taxation for the battle created tension in Yorkshire, Henry was forced to sell his father’s liquid assets to finance the invasion, and having lost the French Pension, Tournai was sold back to France.
· August 1514 – Wolsey negotiated an Anglo-French Peace Treaty.
· October 9th 1514 – Louis XII of France married Henry’s sister Mary.  
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· January 1st 1515 – Louis XII dies, and is replaced by Francis I. Mary marries the Duke of Suffolk.
· 1516 – Ferdinand dies, and is replaced by Charles I.
· 1516 – Franco-Spanish Treaty of Noyon.
· 1517 – Treaty of Cambrai creates peace between France and the Holy Roman Empire. The Duke of Albany, a French noble and heir to the Scottish throne was sent as a regent to the Scottish throne, but failed due to unpopularity amongst the Scottish nobility.
· 1518 – Treaty of London negotiated by Wolsey, creating peace between the Holy Roman Empire, Spain, France, Scotland, Venice, Florence, Switzerland and England. Soon became a treaty of perpetual peace/non-aggression pact. England exchanged Tournai in return for their French pension and Albany was expelled from Scotland. 
· 1519 – Following the death of Maximillian, Charles V is elected Holy Roman Emperor.
· 1520 – England had a population of 2.75 million and an annual income of £110,000. France had 15 million and £350,000. The Hapsburgs had 23 million and £560,000.
· June 1520 – Field of the Cloth of Gold. Two weeks of festivities hosted by England in Calais costing £15,000. Henry lost in a wrestling match against Francis. 
· August 1521 – Wolsey negotiated the Treaty of Bruges with Charles V, re-uniting England and the Holy Roman Empire against France. The treaty included a marriage alliance between Charles and Princess Mary. 
· 1522 – England invades France, costing Henry £401,000.
· 1525 – Charles V loses the Battle of Pavia against France and rejects English proposals to launch a joint offensive against France, cancelling the marriage alliance.
· 1526 – Treaty of Cognac unites France and England against Charles V. 
[bookmark: _Toc483753714]Henry VIII: Foreign Policy 1527-1540

· May 6th 1527 – Sacking of Rome by Charles V.
· April & August 1527 – Anglo-French Treaties of Westminster and Amiens against Charles V.
· June 1527 – Henry seeks Papal annulment of his marriage to Catherine of Aragon, with French support.
· January 1528 – Henry declares war against Charles V though no conflict arises.
· June 1529 – French are defeated by Charles V at Landriano.
· August 1529 – Peace of Cambrai isolates England.
· October 1532 – Weak defensive alliance with France.
· 1534 – Thomas Fitzgerald leads a rebellion in Ireland following the dismissal of his father, the Earl of Kildare.
· November 1534 – Act of Supremacy finalises England’s break with Rome.
· 1536 – James V marries a French noble’s daughter.
· 1538 – Truce of Nice between France and Charles V further isolates England. Pope dispenses a Bull towards England deposing Henry, and envoys are sent to France and Scotland in anticipation of a Crusade against England.
· January 6th 1540 – Marriage with Anne of Cleves creates an alliance with the Schmalkalden league. This is rendered obsolete after France and Charles V go to war.  

[bookmark: _Toc483753715]Henry VIII: Foreign Policy 1540-1547

· 1541 – Henry changes his title to King of Ireland. Ireland is made its own Kingdom, but English law and peerage reforms fail to take hold. Henry aligns with Charles V again.
· 1542 – Henry declares war on France.
· August 1542 – James V fails to meet with Henry. Henry subsequently invades Scotland.
· November 1542 - James V dies after hearing about the loss of 18,000 Scots against 3000 English troops at Solway Moss. 
· July 1543 – Treaty of Greenwich made peace between England and Scotland. 
· December 1543 - Scottish Parliament refuses to ratify the marriage alliance between Edward and Mary, leading to war.
· June 1544 – England invades France with 40,000 troops. 
· September 1544 – England captures Boulogne. Charles V abandons England in Treaty of Creps with France.
· February 1545 – English are defeated by the Scots at Ancrum Moor, suffering 1800 casualties. 
· July 1545 – 120 French ships enter the Solent, sinking Henry’s flagship the Mary Rose, and troops are sent to Scotland.
· June 1546 – Anglo-French Treaty of Ardes. Henry promises to return Boulogne to France.
[bookmark: _Toc483753716]Henry VIII: Religious Reformation and the Royal Supremacy

· January 1510 – Henry goes on pilgrimage to the Virgin Mary to celebrate the birth of his son, who dies soon after. 
· 1510-1532 – 310 recorded cases of lollardy being punished in London. 
· 1511 - Henry goes on another pilgrimage, this time to John Schorne’s shrine.
· 1514 – Richard Hunne murdered whilst in the Bishops of London’s Prison.
· 1514 – Act restricting the Benefit of the Clergy passed.
· 1515 - Act restricting the Benefit of the Clergy not renewed.
· 1516 – Thomas More publishes ‘Utopia’, criticizing the corruption of the Catholic Church.
· 1521 – Henry VIII publishes ‘Defence of the Seven Sacraments’ in response to Luther, earning the title ‘Defender of the Faith’. 5 lollards were burned. 
· 1528 – Simon Fish publishes ‘Supplication of Beggars’, an anti-clerical text.
· September 1530 – Thomas Cramner and Edward Foxe present Collectanea Satis Copiosa to Henry, a collection of research that proved Henry VIII was the Supreme Head of the Church of England.
· January 1531 - 15 Clergies charged with Praemunire for supporting Catherine of Aragon. The Clergy were fined £118,000 for abuses and Praemunire, and, led by Bishop Fisher, were forced to recognize Henry as Supreme Head of the Church “as far as the law of Christ allows”.
· May 1532 – Thomas More resigned after the Supplication Against the Ordinaries attacked the Church, Clergy and Canon Law and subsequent Submission of the Clergy, which revoked their right to independent law making.
· 1532 – Act in Conditional restraint of Annates restricted the annual income given to the papacy by a bishop in office to 5%, placing financial pressure on the Pope.
· December 1532 – Anne Boleyn became pregnant.
· January 25th 1533 – Anne Boleyn and Henry VIII married in secret.
· May 23rd 1533 – Thomas Cramner annulled Henry’s marriage to Catherine of Aragon.
· December 3rd 1533 – Thomas Cramner replaced William Warham as Archbishop of Canterbury. 
· April 1533 – Act in Restraint of Appeals gave Henry imperial jurisdiction, preventing his subjects in England from being able to appeal to the Pope.
· December 1533 – Pope was to be called the ‘Bishop of Rome’.
· 1534 – Act Annexing First Fruits and Tenths redirected payments to the Papacy towards the Crown. Started with the Dispensations Act. Cromwell established 6 new Diocese to improve church administration. 
· March 1534 – Pope threatens to excommunicate England.
· April 1534 – Act of succession declared Henry’s marriage to Catherine void, in favour of any heir produced by Anne. Nobles were made to swear an oath of confirmation.
· May 1534 – Submission of the Clergy made a formal Act.
· November 1534 – Act of Supremacy declares Henry VIII is the ‘Supreme Head of the Church’. Followed by the Treason Act which declared that denial of the Royal Supremacy, and spoken word against Henry was grounds for treason.
· 1534 – Carthusian Monks executed for denying Henry as Supreme Head of the Church.
· 1535 – Valor Ecclesiasticus surveyed the wealth of the Church. Its income was valued at over £100,000 per annum, owning 30% of the land. Visitations of the Monasteries were conducted by Richard Layton and John Tregonwell under instruction to investigate their flaws. 1/30 monasteries experienced cases of homosexuality. 181 cases of sodomy were recorded. 38 nuns confessed to bearing children (albeit some were born prior to taking the vow of chastity). 1/4 of monastic income went to the Abbott. Only 3% of monastic income was spent on charitable works. Other corrupt elements included the sale of fake relics, and pluralism.
· 1535 – All Bishops, Clergy, and Laymen in public office were made to swear Henry as the Supreme Head of the Church.
· 1535 – Cromwell ordered for 8500 English bibles to be placed in Parishes throughout the country.
· June 1535 – Bishop Fisher executed under the Treason Act.
· July 1535 – Thomas More executed for speaking out against Henry VIII.
· 1536 – Act Extinguishing the Authority of the Bishop of Rome.
· 1536 – Dissolution of the Lesser Monasteries (those with an annual income below £200) is allowed for by Act of Parliament. Anne criticizes the dissolution when the wealth gained is not spent on education and charitable works.
· 1536 – Royal Injunctions restricted the number of Holy Days and discouraged pilgrimages. 
· August 1536 –  Act of Ten Articles said only 3 sacraments were necessary.  
· 1537 – Bishop’s Book stated restored the four other sacraments, giving them a lower status.
· 1538 – Royal injunctions condemned Pilgrimages and the Veneration of Relics. The shrine Thomas Becket was destroyed. 
· 1538 – All churched had to have an English Bible. 
· December 1538 – Papal Bull dispensed, excommunicating England.
· 1539 – Henry VIII approves Cromwell’s subsidy of English bibles, with 9000 being sold.
· 1539 – Hugh Farringdon, Abbott of Reading executed. First Edition of Great Bible published. All 
· April 1939 – Act dissolving the Greater Monasteries passed. Act of Six Articles re-established all 7 sacraments (didn’t contradict the Act of Ten which just omitted the other 4), and the denial of Transubstantiation is classed as Heresy.
· March 1540 – Dissolution of Monasteries finished. Over 800 monasteries were dissolved affecting 5,000 monks, 1,600 friars and 2,000 nuns. Henry gained an additional 140k per year for selling off monastic land. In York, a library with 600 books was destroyed. Only 15% of the wealth gained was invested back into religious and educational works. 
· July 1540 - 3 Lutherans were burnt for heresy. On the same day, three Catholic priests were hung, drawn and quartered for denying the royal supremacy.
· 1543 – King’s Book revised the Bishop’s Book. Act for the Advancement of True Religion restricted bible use to the upper classes. First Vernacular service conducted by Cramner. 
· 1545 – Act for the dissolution of the Chantries. Suggested purgatory didn’t exist. Hypocritical considering Henry’s wanted 10,000 masses held for his soul in his will.
· 1547 – 2/3 of Monastic Lands sold to finance wars, generating £1.3 million. Some of the revenue was used to bolster costal defences.
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· Size of Peerage increased by 9 by the end of Henry’s reign. Peerage owned 10% of the Land. 
· Promoted 50% of Barons and 11 Viscounts. Made 2 Non-Royal Ducal promotions – Norfolk and Suffolk. Suffolk was awarded property in Lincolnshire after the Lincolnshire rebellion to exert authority. 
· Edward Seymour was made Earl of Hertford. John Baron Russell was raised to the peerage and was given land in Devon to bolster Royal Authority post 1538.
· Farmers & craftsmen experienced a 20% fall in purchasing power.
· Palatinates – Lancashire, Cheshire and Durham.
· 1513 - Earl of Shrewsbury raised 4000 troops for Henry.
· 1515 – Act to fix wages for labourers at 3d per day in winter and 4d per day in summer.
· 1521 – Executed the Duke of Buckingham.
· 1521-1540 – Size of population grew by ½ million. 
· April 1536 – New Act of Statute of Uses passed, 
· 1536 – Council of the North made a permanent body following uprisings. 
· 1536 – Act Presuming Liberties reduced Durham’s independence, whilst still allowing the Court of Chancery to operate. Prior jurisdiction in Durham was separate from the rest of the Kingdom. 
· 1536 – Laws introduced punishing the able bodied who did not work. 
· 1536 – Laws in Wales Act passed. Divided Wales into Shire counties, giving them representation in the house of commons for the first time. Became a part of the English legal framework. The Welsh-English bordering counties were placed under The Council of Wales and Marches, which was cheap and localised. 
· 1538 – Had Henry Pole and Henry Courtenay executed, the Marquis of Exeter.
· 1540 – Nearly 5000 Gentry families. Those who earned <£10 per annum were made esquires.
· 1542 - Gentry were placed along the Scottish border, including 3 marches, and 3 wardens, such as Thomas Lord Wharton. 
· 1543 – Chester gained legal representation in Parliament, having had its own Parliament up to this point.

[bookmark: _Toc483753718]Henry VIII: Rebellions

· 1526 – Amicable Grant lead to 10,000 people gathering along the Essex/Suffolk border. 4000 people gathered in Norfolk, many of whom were unemployed and could not afford such the levy. 10,000 people then went on to march on Lavenham. Wolsey publicly asked for Leniency, which Henry VIII granted. The Dukes were sensitive, and Henry learnt that he could not exploit the tax payers, financing future wars through the sale of Monastic lands.
· October 2nd 1536 – Lincolnshire Rising begins.
· October 4th 1536 – Rising spreads and the Chancellor of the Diocese is killed.
· October 7th 1536 – A force of nearly 40,000 rebels converged upon Lincoln Cathederal.
· October 8th 1536 – Robert Aske begins and leads the Pilgrimage of Grace.
· October 13th 1536 – Pilgrimage of Grace spreads into the West Riding of Yorkshire. 
· October 14th 1536 – Rising subsides following a confrontation with the Duke of Suffolk. Many join in with Pilgrimage of Grace.
· October 26th 1536 – Duke of Norfolk, outnumbered with an army of 5000, promised rebels the restoration of the Monasteries and a free parliament.
· November 1536 – Rebels disperse.
· December 1536 – Pontefract Articles issued. 1. Have Heresy annulled/Destroyed. 2. Restore Papal jurisdiction. 3. Restore the Friars and Abbeys. 4. Legitimise Mary. 5. Have Cromwell and Richard Rich punished. 
· February 1537 – Rising is renewed, and subsequently supressed by the Duke of Norfolk, declaring Martial Law in the region.
· 74 rebels were hung, followed by a period of leniency. A total of 216 people were executed, including 57 lords and knights, 6 abbots, 38 monks, and 16 priests. Darley and Hussey were taken to the Tower of London, where they were tried and executed.
· Religious causes – Dissolution of the Lesser Monasteries led to a loss of charitable and education functions in deprived areas of the country. Many Northerners the possibility of losing their parish churches (monastic properties) and monastic facilities to Southerners. Many disliked Cromwell’s Injunctions, which discouraged pilgrimages and the celebration of Saints, and was rumoured to have confiscated church plate and jewels.
· Secular causes -  Tax grievances over the Statute of Uses. The Second York Article called for them to be suppressed, whilst the fourth called Cromwell an embezzler from a poor background. The desire to see Mary restored as heir presumptive was both religiously and politically motivated. The spread of the rebellions can be attributed to the development of tenant’s grievances. 
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· Rise in the exportation of Cloth exports. Cromwell supported legislation to improve the quality of English cloth production. West Riding of Yorkshire, East Anglia, and West Country experienced the greatest growth in their cloth industries. 
· Woollen exports doubled, and the importation of foreign wine increased, indicating greater spending power amongst the upper classes. 
· London experienced growth due to trade with the Antwerp Cloth Market, at the cost of Bristol, Hull and Boston, whose cloth trades fell by 30%. South Hampton experienced a short boom in trade with Venice, with opportunity arising for entrepreneurs such as William Stumpe, who became MP and High Sherriff of the County.
· 1515 – Act against enclosure passed.
· 1518 – Wolsey tried 118 people for illegal enclosure.
· 1520 – Agricultural prices rose due to engrossing.
· 1520-1521 – Poor harvests. 
· After 1525 5000 people were migrating to London each year. 
· 1527-1529 – Poor harvests.
· 1528 – Trade embargo with Charles V led to a lack of trade and poor harvests, causing a fall in real wages and rise in poverty.
· 1533-1534 – 25% increase in cloth exports. 
· 1536 – Further acts against enclosure were passed, including an act which limited the number of sheep landowners could possess to 2400.
· 1547 – Only 3% of English land was enclosed. 
· By the Mid-1540s there were 26 blast furnaces, albeit very little in the way of exploration. Robert Thorne continued fishing in Newfoundland, though Henry VIII showed little interest in supporting explorative ventures.
· By the end of Henry VIII’s reign food prices had doubled. 
· 70% of English cloth was transported by English merchants by the 1550s, by which point the population had risen to 3 million. 
· The total cost of French wars was £3.5 million, yielding only £730,000 in pensions. 
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· June 11th 1509 – Henry VIII married Catherine of Aragon.
· February 18th 1516 – Princess Mary born.
· 1519 – Henry Fitzroy born, and made Earl of Richmond in response to Catherine’s menopause.
· January 25th 1533 – Henry VIII married to Anne Boleyn.
· May 23rd 1533 – Marriage to Catherine of Aragon annulled.
· Starkey writes that Anne Boleyn “Challenged the actual theological basis of Catholicism”. She owned a personally dedicated copy of William Tyndale’s Vernacular Bible, as well as a vernacular translation of the scripture by Lefevre. She gave each member of her household a book of Psalms in English. Tyndale’s text had prior been banned by the Church. She highlighted an extract to Henry which stated that “The King in this world without law”. 
· She is alleged to have shown Henry VIII ‘The Supplication of Beggars’. Foxe claimed that Henry VIII "kept the book in his bosom for three or four days", personally greeting Simon Fish and giving him his blessing.
· Anne reportedly had the ‘Blood of Christ’ removed from the Abbey of Wales once it was discovered to be Ducks blood.
· September 7th 1533 – Anne Boleyn gives birth to Princess Elizabeth.
· 1534 – First Act of Succession confirmed Elizabeth as heir presumptive.
· December 18th 1535 – Anne rebuked the Nuns of Syon Abbey for reading Latin Primers without understanding them.
· January 7th 1536 – Catherine of Aragon dies and Henry and Anne Boleyn celebrate by dancing in yellow clothes.
· January 21st 1536 – Anne Boleyn miscarries for the second time. Henry interprets this as divine punishment for an unlawful marriage to Anne.
· April 1536 – Anne Boleyn disputes with Cromwell over the decision to not invest wealth and revenues gained from the Dissolution of the Lesser Monasteries into the education of the poor.
· May 19th 1536 – Anne Boleyn executed, having been charged for incest, adultery, and plotting to kill Henry.
· 1536 – Second Act of Succession repeals Act of 1534, stating that in the absence of an heir presumptive, Henry could choose an heir himself. The Act declares Elizabeth illegitimate.
· May 30th 1536 – Henry VIII marries Jane Seymour, Anne Boleyn’s lady-in-waiting.
· October 12th 1537 – Jane Seymour gives birth to Prince Edward. Edward is made heir presumptive.
· October 24th 1537 – Jane Seymour dies from complications due to childbirth.
· January 6th 1540 – Henry VIII marries Anne of Cleves, a Protestant German Princess. The marriage was orchestrated by Cromwell in an attempt to reconcile England with the Lutheran Schmalkalden League.
· July 9th – Henry VII divorced Anne of Cleves.
· July 28th 1540 – Henry married Catholic Katherine Howard (Duke of Norfolk’s Niece).
· February 13th 1542 – Katherine Howard executed for adultery. 
· July 12th 1543 – Henry VIII married protestant Catherine of Parr.
· 1544 – Third Act of Succession declares Mary and Elizabeth legitimate as Edward was still a minor.
· December 30th 1546 – Henry’s will reasserts the Act of 1544, whilst also including his sister Mary’s children as potential heirs, should any of his children die under unsuspicious circumstances.
· 1546 – Catherine of Parr nearly charged for heresy, apologises to Henry after being warned.
· January 28th 1547 – Henry VIII dies, leaving Mary and Elizabeth £3000 each. 
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· Came to the throne aged 9.
· Henry VIII had established a Regency Council of 16 members to govern England during Edward’s minority. The council contained a balance between protestants like Hertford, Cranmer and Sir Anthony Deny, and conservatives like Thomas Wriothesley. 
· The Earl of Hertford (Edward Seymour) was appointed Lord Protector after 13/16 members voted for him. He elevated himself to the Duke of Somerset. Relied on patronage to gain support from Protestants like Cramner. Paid himself £7000 a year.
· March 1547 – Somerset was given the power to appoint Privy Councillors by Edward.
· Somerset consolidated his authority by appointing Michael Stanhope (supporter) to Chief Gentleman, Sir Thomas Smith (member of household) to the Privy Council, and arresting the Earl of Southampton. 
· 1547 – Appointed Richard Rich to Lord Chancellor and given control of the Great Seal, consolidating Somerset’s legislative powers. 
· 1547 – Thomas Cramner published ‘Obedience’, a homily to be read in Parish churches which stated that the clergy were required to reinforce that obedience to the authority of the King was in accordance with the will of god, and that disobedience was a mortal sin. 
· April 1547 – Thomas Seymour married Catherine Parr, whose household included both Lady Jane Grey and Elizabeth, the latter of whom was removed from the household in 1548 after Catherine saw Seymour embracing her. 
· November 1547 – Seymour repealed the Treason Act and lifted the censorship of Lutheran and Calvinist works. 
· March 20th 1549 – Thomas Seymour executed for treason having attempted to conspire against his brother by pressuring Edward and trying to get close to Elizabeth.
· March 1549 – Somerset forced Wriothesley’s resignation.
· October 1st 1549 – The Earls of Warwick, Arundel and Southampton attempted to overthrow the king, forcing him to retreat to Windsor castle with Edward. Edward wrote "Me thinks I am in prison".
· October 11th 1549 – Somerset was arrested at Windsor Castle. In his Chronicle, Edward wrote that Somerset was driven by "ambition, vainglory, entering into rash wars in mine youth, negligent looking on Newhaven, enriching himself of my treasure, following his own opinion, and doing all by his own authority, etc."
· February 2nd 1550 – Dudley, the Earl of Warwick, emerged as the new Lord President of the Council, and with the power to eject and select councillors, he removed Southampton who had tried to undermine him the year prior. Appointed himself Grand Master of the Household, giving himself control over the Privy Council. Appointed Sir John Gates as Vice-Chamberlain of the Household, using his access to the Dry Stamp to circumnavigate the need for Edward’s signature. Only paid himself £4000 a year.
· June 1550 – Warwick’s heir John married Anne, Somerset’s daughter as a sign of reconciliation. 
· October 11th 1550 – Warwick appointed himself Duke of Northumberland. 
· 1551 – Edward was fourteen and no longer required counter-signatures from his councillors. 
· January 22nd 1552 – Somerset executed having attempted to regain power. 
· February 1553 – Edward became seriously ill. 
· April 1553 – Mary was restored her full titles as Princess of England.
· June 21st 1553 – Had Edward sign the Devyse against Succession, excluding Mary and Elizabeth in favour of Lady Jane Grey, Northumberland’s daughter in law (through fourth son Guildford). 
· July 6th 1553 – Edward died, prior to the Devyse being ratified by Parliament. 100 nobles had signed it. 
· July 7th 1553 – Northumberland’s son Robert was sent to Hertford with 300 men to secure the location of Mary. Mary had gone to East Anglia, where she was greatest land owner a few days earlier, and where Dudley had suppressed Kett’s rebellion. She had popular support in East Anglia, Thames Valley, and later London.
· July 10th 1553 – Lady Jane Grey proclaimed Queen of England. Mary’s letter, written in Norfolk, to the Privy Council demanding she be proclaimed Queen arrived in London.
· July 12th 1553 – Mary had assembled a military force in Suffolk. 
· July 19th 1553 – Lady Jane Grey was deposed.
· July 20th 1553 – A letter from the council in London proclaimed Mary Queen of England. Dudley conceded. London pamphlets about him said "the great devil Dudley ruleth, Duke I should have said"
· August 3rd 1553 – Mary rode into London with a procession of over 800 gentry and noblemen. 
· August 22nd 1553 – Northumberland was executed for Treason. His final words, which denounced his religious reforms, were distributed throughout England, and Catholic Europe by Charles V. 
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· March 31st 1547 – Henry II succeeded Francis I. Unlike his father, Henry II was far more aggressive and treated a defensive alliance with England as a sign of weakness. As a result Somerset bolstered the defences of Calais and Boulogne, and ordered the Royal Navy to patrol the Channel. 
· June 1547 – Henry II sent 4000 troops to Scotland. 
· September 10th 1547 – Having led a joint land/sea attack against Scotland, Somerset and Dudley defeated the Scots at the Battle of Pinkie. The defeat stirred Scottish nationalism and Sturgeon offered MQoS to marry Francis II, ending the chance of a marriage with Edward VI.
· September 18th 1547 – Lacking the strength to continue into Scotland, Somerset withdrew his army from Scotland, failing to capture Dunbar and Edinburgh. 
· June 1548 – Having declined Somerset’s offer to form a join alliance, the Scots welcomed a fleet of 10,000 French troops.
· July 1548 – 5000 English troops were besieged at Haddington Castle. Somerset struggled to move troop protecting Boulogne to support, but managed to assemble 14,000 troops temporarily as he gambled that Charles V would not tolerate France occupying a port as vital as Boulogne.
· August 1548 – Mary Queen of Scots moved to France.
· August 1549 – Henry II declared war and led the siege of Boulogne, however, the navy were victorious at sea and able to keep Boulogne supplied long enough for Lord Huntingdon to repel the French. Henry II did not push on fearing Charles V would intervene on England’s behalf. 
· January 1550 – Dudley sent a delegation, led by Lord Russell to France to negotiate peace. Failed to secure marriage between Edward and MQoS, but led to return of Boulogne. French wars under Somerset had cost £350,000 annually when crown income was only £150,000.
· March 28th 1550 – Treaty of Boulogne exchanged Boulogne for £133,333, and led to the French completely withdrawing troops from Scotland. The English recalled all garrisons. The treaty was seen as an embarrassment in England.
· December 1550 – Treaty for the marriage of Edward VI to Henry II’s daughter Elizabeth of Valois ratified. France would receive a 200,000-crown dowry in exchange for English Neutrality in the Continental Wars (HRE and France). This angered Charles V, who allowed Intercursus Magnus to collapse.
· Dudley spent £200,000 upon the navy, and fortifications in Berwick, the Scottish border and Calais, annually. 
· April 1550 – Charles V ordered that the Inquisition could arrest any heretic in the Netherlands. He withdrew the clause on foreigners, but many still fled to England, leading to the collapse of the Antwerp Cloth Trade.
· December 1550 – Charles V diluted his edict fearing English trade would turn to France.
· 1551 – Northumberland sponsored expeditions to Morocco. 
· March 1552 – Northumberland gained peace with Scotland in a treaty which reset the borders to their places prior to Henry VIII’s campaigns. 
· 1552 – An exploration company was setup to establish new trade routes in the North Atlantic by Sebastian Cabot, with each Privy Councillor investing £25. Northumberland also sponsored a separate expedition to the coast of Guinea. 
· June 1552 – Normal trade relations with Charles V were re-established. 
· 1555 – The Muscovy Company was established after Cabot’s expeditions established links with Ivan IV, the Tsar of Muscovy. This led to the development and modernisation of England’s dockyards and navy, the benefits of which came about under Elizabeth.
· April 24th 1558 – Henry II’s son Francis married Mary Queen of Scots. 

[bookmark: _Toc483753723]Edward VI: Religion

· An Inquiry Into the State of the Church was launched. Commissions were sent to every parish. The Act of Six Articles was repealed. 
· Only 20% of London was Catholic. Kent, East Sussex, Essex, Bristol, and the East Anglian ports were the only other places where it really existed.
· February 1547 – Images were denounced in London, reflecting attitudes of radical churchmen like Nicholas Ridley, receiving support from the Church and government, 
· July 1547 – Radical Royal Injunctions issued, attacking lights, images, stained glass, processions and other Catholic practices. Parishes were expected to purchase a copy of Erasmus’ Paraphrases.
· December 1547 – The Dissolution of the Chantries and Guilds. 
· April 1548 – Unlicensed preaching was banned.
· September 1548 – All preaching was banned and the Clergy was instructed to recite government approved homilies. 
· June 71548 – Conservative Stephen Gardiner was placed in the Tower of London.
· May 1549 – Cranmer’s Book of Common Prayer was introduced, containing a more moderate approach to reform with the desire for Uniformity.
· 1549 – Act of Uniformity passed. English was to be the main language of worship, congregations were to be offered the bread and wine during communion, a breach of catholic reservations of wine to the priesthood, and everything was to be enforced across Europe. The Act did not infringe upon dress and conduct in the services.
· January 1552 – Parliament assembled. The Treason Act was reinstituted, prohibiting any criticism of the church and Royal Authority. A Second Act of uniformity was also passed, calling for the imprisonment of any clergy or laity who did not attend Church of England services.
· 1552 – Radical protestant John Knox was appointed as Edward’s Chaplain.
· May 1552 – A more radical Book of Common Prayer was introduced. All conservative ceremonies were removed, baptism, confirmation and burial services were simplified, communion wafers were replaced with bread (Radical Zwinglianism), popish vestments were banned, and church music was restricted. 
· January 1553 – Church plate and jewels were confiscated by the Crown.
· The Diocese of Gloucester and Worcester were combined, with 2/3 of Worcester going to Crown. The Bishops of Exeter and Winchester made grants to Crown.
· Between 1545-1552 the amount of money left to the church fell by 56% in Lincolnshire and Huntingdonshire. Between 1540-1546 70% of wills in the North left money to the church, this fell to 32% under Edward. 
· June 1553 – The Forty-Two Articles were published by Cranmer, laying out the radical direction of Edwardian religious reform. Proclaimed Justification by Faith and denied the existence of Purgatory. Influenced by Luther, Calvin, and Zwingli. 
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· Somerset raised £537,000 by debasing the coinage. 
· 1547 – Food prices had risen by 45% since 1540.
· 1547 – Somerset passed the ‘Act for the Punishment of Vagabonds’, which declared that any unemployed man found loitering could be branded and held as a slave by his ‘presenter’.
· 1548-1551 – Poor harvests. 
· 1548 – Four Statutes had been passed enclosure by this point. 
· 1549 – Prices increased by a further 10%. Real wages had fallen by 50% since 1540.
· March 1549 – Somerset introduced a sheep tax to deter landowners from enclosing, however, this just hurt poorer farmers.
· April 1549 – Somerset issued a Proclamation against enclosure and setup an Enclosure Commission, as well a court of pleas in his home in London.
· 1550 – ‘Act for the Punishment of Vagabonds’ abolished.
· 1551 – To combat poor harvests Northumberland set maximum prices on food and commissioned the investigation of malpractice amongst middlemen and merchants. Some regulations were reduced to prevent food supplies from being cut off. 
· Enclosure laws were updated to distinguish between different types (fold course enclosure by peasant farmers), with landowners who exploited laws being prosecuted more harshly.
· 1552 – Northumberland pushed a ‘Poverty Law’ through parliament which called for weekly collections to be held by Parishes to fund poor relief. By rebasing the coinage from 20% to 92.3% (after first attempting to further debase) and appointing Thomas Gresham to help organise finances, the currency was stabilised. 
· To reduce the cost of a standing army, Northumberland granted licences to retain to his livered followers and installed Lord Lieutenants that were to keep ready small bands of cavalry-maintain order.
· Dudley reduced crown debts from £260,000 to £180,000. 
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· Took place in Devon and Cornwall. 
· Was motivated by opposition to Somerset’s religious reforms, particularly the new Book of Common Prayer. Didn’t want to lose their religious ‘experience’. Demanded the return of Latin mass and Catholic ceremonies. Also, rebels wanted a reversal of the Sheep Tax. 
· Rebels slogan was "Kill all the gentlemen and we will have the Six Articles up again”. Eighth Article of the Demands of the Western Rebels stated that they would: "utterly refuse thys newe English” 
· Approximately 7000 rebels took control of Exeter on July 2nd. Led by Sir Humphrey Arundel and John Winslade. Rebellion was aimed against gentry. 
· Rebellion was put down by 8,600 troops led by Lord Russell, at Sampford Courtenay and Clyst Heath. 2000 rebels were killed. 
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· Concentrated in East Anglia.
· Grievances were not religious as rebels in Norwich conducted their services in accordance with the Book of Common Prayer. Rebellion was motivated by a hatred for the exploitation of the Norfolk foldcourse system, the Howards, and enclosure. Wanted reform in response to poor harvests and inflation, but did not trust the government. 
· July 8th – rebels tore down enclosure hedges, a symbolic act of defiance. 
· July 9th – Prominent landowner Robert Kett assumed control of the rebellion. 
· At peak there were 16,000 rebels, most of whom were peasants. The Marquess of the North initially failed to put down the rebellion with 1500 troops, so the Earl of Warwick was sent with 14,000 men. 3000 rebels and 250 of the king’s men died. August 27th was declared a holiday. 50 rebels were hung. 
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· During the crisis over Northumberland’s Devyse, supported by nobles like the Earls of Bath and Huddleston, with others like Sir Henry Bedingfield and Sir Thomas Cornwallis providing either troops or money to support her. Mary had unparalleled support at the time of her accession. 
· Northumberland’s Devyse was seen as illegal, nepotistic, and attempting to interfere with what was otherwise a completely legitimate succession. His claims that he was acting wholly on Edward’s command were disregarded. 
· Mary retained many members of Northumberland's Privy Council like William Paulet and Marquis of Winchester.
· July 19th 1553 – The Council proclaimed Mary I Queen of England. As soon as she came into power
· August 1553 – Catholic Bishop Stephen Gardiner was returned his Bishopric at Winchester and was appointed Lord Chancellor to Mary.
· April 1554 – Mary’s parliament passed the Act for Regal Power, which enshrined in law that queens held power as “fully, wholly and absolutely” as their male predecessors.  
· July 25th 1554 – Mary married Phillip II of Spain, a marriage opposed by Wyatt’s rebels, Gardiner, and protestants who feared Catholicism. The decision was in part influenced by Charles V, Phillip’s father. Following the death of Gardiner, most of Mary advice came from Phillip. Phillip was not allowed to exert any power under his title of king, no foreigner could hold an English office, and if Mary were to die before him, Phillip could exert no claim to the throne. 
· 1554 – Rejected a bill which would have included Phillip in a new law on Treason. Mary had her first phantom pregnancy. 
· 1555 – Parliament prevented Phillip from being coronated as King of England.
· November 1555 – Gardiner died. 
· During her reign, Mary appointed 50 Councillors, albeit her working council war much smaller, including figures like Pole who were never on the Privy Council. There were never more than 20 in attendance and decision making was influenced by a smaller group of about 6 individuals (Pole, Paget, Gardiner).
· 1558 – Phantom pregnancy.
· November 6th 1558 – Mary named Elizabeth as her successor.
· November 17th 1558 – Mary died. 
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· October 1553 – Mary’s first Parliament passed the First Statute of Repeal. Which repealed all religious laws passed under Edward, restored the order of service to what it was under Henry VIII, and deprived any clergy who had married of their livings. 
· March 1554 – Royal Injunction ordered Bishops to remove married clergy from office and restore Holy Days.
· April 1554 – Restored the Heresy Laws.
· November 1554 – Cardinal Reginald Pole returned to England as a Papal Legate. 
· January 1555 – Parliament passed the Second Statute of Repeal, which removed the Royal Supremacy and restored England beneath Papal Jurisdiction, whilst removing all religious reform from the Statute books which had been passed between 1529 and 1547. The Act did not seize purchased Monastic Lands, but did return all those still owned by the Crown, forgoing an annual income of £60,000. 80 MPs opposed the Act. 800 protestant elites went into exile.
· 1555 – Parliament rejected a bill which called for the seizure of land owned by Protestant exiles. Pope Julius III died and was succeeded by the Anti-Spanish Paul IV.
· November 1555 - Pole was made Archbishop of Canterbury. 
· February 4th 1555 –John Hooper, a radical protestant and former Bishop of Gloucester, was burned.
· 1555-1556 – Pole’s Legatine Synod established that the Bishops were to remain in their Diocese, preach, and oversee Parish life. Pole also proposed that each Cathederal should have a Seminary attached to train new recruits for Priesthood, though this never went ahead.  
· March 1556 – Ridley, Latimer, and Cranmer had since been burned at the stake. Under Mary the total number of people burned was 274-289, most of which took place after Gardiner’s death (Gardiner did not wish to go so far in persecuting Protestants). 60 took place in London, 21 were clergymen, and 8 were of the Gentry. 
· 1558 – Protestant literature was banned. 
· April 9th 1557 – Pole’s status as a Papal Legate was revoked, and he was called to Rome to be tried for Heresy. Mary refused to give up Pole, who remained in England as Archbishop. As a result, Mary was unable to pass any further religious Acts. 
· Under Mary there was a departure from Humanism. Pole regarded Erasmus as a heretic and published ‘Index Liborum Prohibitorum’, a list of banned books which included his works. 
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· 1554 – Court of the Exchequer took over the Court of First Fruits and Tenths, and the Court of Augmentations, streamlining financial administration. 
· 1555 – Harvest failure and floods. 
· 1555 – Efforts sponsored under Northumberland had yielded the development of new trade links in Guinea, the Baltic and Russia. The Muscovy Company was established after Cabot’s expeditions established links with Ivan IV, the Tsar of Muscovy. This led to the development and modernisation of England’s dockyards and navy, the benefits of which came about under Elizabeth.
· 1556 – Harvest failure and droughts. Plans were made for recoinage, and fine silver coins featuring hers and Phillip’s likeness were issued. 
· 1557-1558 – Influenza epidemic.
· 1558 – A New Book of Rates was introduced, raising customs revenues by increasing import duties by 75%. 
· Five hospitals were re-endowed by Mary, including the Savoy Hospital in London.
· Under Phillip the English Navy was overhauled. English shipbuilders were able to assess and borrow Spanish designs, allowing for the modernization of Mary’s fleet. 6 new ships were built, 7 were repaired, an annual peace time allocation of £14,000 was granted, and by the time England was at war with France there were warship-class Man-of-War ships.
· 1559 – In a fleet review conducted under Elizabeth, the navy consisted of 39 ships, and there were plans to build another 30, to be grouped into five categories (a foreshadowing of the rating system).
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· Motivated by a series of Grievances. Some opposed Mary’s marriage to Phillip, some opposed her Catholic reforms, some were driven by economic grievances following the crash of the Antwerp cloth trade. 
· November 1553 – Plans were made for a rebellion comprised of 4 separate risings in Devon, Hertfordshire, Leicestershire and Kent. 
· January 25th 1554 – The plans for the rebellion were leaked, and only Sir Thomas Wyatt in Kent was able to summon a force of 3000 men, which marched onto London. 
· January 28th 1554 – The Duke of Norfolk was forced to retreat. 
· February 1st 1554 – Mary rallied support through a speech at the Guildhall in London. 
· February 3rd 1554 – Rebels reached Southwark but were held off by the Crown’s troops at London Bridge. 
· February 7th 1554 – Unable to penetrate London, Wyatt surrendered. Lady Jane Grey was executed and Princess Elizabeth was placed in the Tower of London. 100 rebels were hung. 
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· September 1556 – Duke of Alva invaded the Papal States. 
· March 1557 – Phillip called upon Mary to intervene in the European conflict on Spain’s behalf, being bankrupt and all. 
· April 1557 – Thomas Stafford invaded France with two ships and 100 men.
· June 7th 1557 – Mary declared war on France.
· August 1557 – Captured St Quentin, killing 3000 French and capturing 7000. 
· January 1st 1558 – England lost Calais. 
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· Elizabeth “Creates an illusion of inheriting Chaos” – Haigh. Her accession was uncontested. Prior to Mary’s death, she had been visited by the Count of Feria, showing that Spain recognized her rule.
· 1558 – Scottish Protestant John Knox launches ‘The First Blast of the Trumpet Against the Monstrous Regiment of Women’, criticizing women like Empress Matilda and Mary. Allegedly went back on his view, calling Elizabeth an ‘exception’. 
· 1558 – Elizabeth receives a number of marriage offers. Suitors include Erik of Sweden, the Earl of Arundel, William Pickering, Phillip II, and Robert Dudley. “People begin to see her as the trollop of Europe” – Haigh. 
· December 1558 – A Spanish ambassador said Elizabeth “was more feared than her sister and gave orders as absolutely as her father did”. Elizabeth said herself “we hope to rule, govern…as the king my father held you in”.
· January 15th 1559 – Elizabeth’s coronation took place. During her procession, she gave recognition to a man singing praises for her father.
· September 1560 – Dudley’s wife Amy dies, most likely of breast cancer, but it is rumoured that she was pushed down the stairs. Cecil spread rumours that Dudley had poisoned her. 
· 1561 – An ‘ally’ of Dudley claims that Dudley and Elizabeth sought papal improvement to get married. 
· 1562 – Elizabeth contracts smallpox. 
· 1563 – Parliament attempt to use Parliamentary Privilege to petition for Elizabeth to marry. Elizabeth asserts that issues of Marriage and Succession are of Royal Prerogative. “Marriage had become the Queen’s chosen weapon in diplomatic intrigue”. 
· 1566 – Elizabeth attempts to ban Parliament from discussing her marriage and succession, claiming that it is “funny that the foot should try to rule the head”. Broadsheets were distributed in London criticizing her failure to name an heir. Elizabeth told Dudley that she “would have but one mistress and no master”, often invoking the metaphor of the Virgin Mary in her prayers. 
· 1579 – Elizabeth nicknames her final suitor, the Duke of Alencon, her “little frog”, invoking public outcry.
· 1588 – Gives her Tilbury speech. Haigh calls her a “Political Hermaphrodite”. 
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· 1544 – Elizabeth spent four months translating ‘Mirror of a Sinful Soul’, a Protestant text.
· 1558 – Elizabeth walked out of a Christmas Mass due to the elevation of the host (placing the Clergy above the people). Many Marian exiles returned, including Richard Cox, who have a sermon at the opening of Elizabeth’s first parliament. Bishop White wrote “The wolves be coming out of Geneva, and have sent their books before, full of pestilent Doctrines”.
· 1559 – 19 Marian exiles were in Parliament. A group of Catholics produced a Device for the Alteration of Religion, warning against a protestant settlement, albeit this gained little to no traction.
· May 1559 – Act of Supremacy declared that Elizabeth was the Supreme Governor of the Church of England, restored Henry VIII’s reformation legislation, repealed the Heresy Laws, and restored the powers of Royal Visitation. Clergymen were required to take an Oath of Supremacy. Approximately 2000 clergymen were deprived of their offices for failing to do so.
· May 1559 – Act of Uniformity declared that a single Book of Common Prayer was to be used. A revised issue of the 1552 Prayer Book, it omitted the Black Rubric and permitted variation in the Eucharist. Allowed for the use of ornaments as was prior to the 1549 Act of Uniformity. This received opposition from more radical protestants. Only passed by 3 votes in Parliament.
· 1559 – Royal Injunctions emphasised the suppression of superstition, the use of a simple table rather than an altar when administering the Eucharist, and the removal of all things superstitious. Attacked practices like pilgrimage. Parish churches were required to have a copy of Erasmus’ Paraphrases. Women who wanted to marry clergymen had to produce certificates to prove their ‘worthiness’. 
· October 1559 – The Crucifix and candles were restored to Elizabethan chapels. Protestant Bishops sent her letter opposing this. Elizabeth decided to enforce the wearing of robes and vestments.
· 1560 – Protestant publications like the Geneva Bible were dedicated to Elizabeth. 4 books in total were dedicated to Elizabeth. 3 of the people who wrote church music were Catholics. 
· 1561 – Elizabeth considered having clerical marriage banned, but this was opposed by Archbishop Parker and Cecil.
· January 1563 – Convocation of 1563 saw the victory of a conservative position over some proposed anti-vestiarian revisions to the Prayer Book. Considered to be the place of origin for Puritanism (sought the eradication of Popish Superstition). Thirty-four delegates to the convocation, including many Marian exiles, proposed seven articles altering the Prayer Book. The articles were reduced to six but failed to be sent to the Upper House by one vote. Elizabeth backed Parker over uniformity along the lines of the 1559 Prayer Book.
· 1563 – Act of 39 Articles passed, laying out the foundations of faith under the Religious Settlement. Clergy were forced to subscribe to them, albeit in Latin. The Articles stated that Scripture was the final authority on Salvation, bread and wine was to be served to all, and that Ministers could marry. A sentence was added to Article 20 which allowed Elizabeth to alter liturgy.
· March 20th 1563 – An appeal was made to the ecclesiastical commissioners by twenty petitioners to exempt them from the use of vestments.
· 1564-1565 – Several Catholic pieces of literature were dedicated to Elizabeth, presumably in support the conservative aspects of her Act of Uniformity. 
· 1565 – Elizabeth wrote to Archbishop Parker to enforce clerical dress uniformity. Parker responded that bishops would only do so during communion, which Elizabeth said was not enough. Anti-Vesterians like Sampson and Humphrey were deprived of their offices by Parker.
· March 1566 – Elizabeth ordered Grindal to take further actions in regard to the Vestments Crisis, having him dress a mannequin in vestments in front of important clergymen to set an example in London. Clergy were given a three-month grace period to change their stance on the issue before Parker would deprive them of their offices. Parker issued ‘Advertisements’, calling for clergy to conform to uniformity. 37 clergymen were deprived of their posts for not conforming. 
· 1568 – Mary Queen of Scots arrived in England, provoking increased opposition from Catholics in England. A training camp for Seminary priests was setup by the William Allen in Douai, Netherlands. supported by the Catholic Vaux family.
· 1570 – Pope issued a Bull excommunicating Elizabeth. Presbyterian Thomas Cartwright was deprived of his offices. 
· 1571 – Clergymen had to subscribe to the 39 Articles in English. Elizabeth told Knollys to tell Parliament that she is the Protector of Protestantism. A law was passed making it treasonable to bring Papal Bulls into the country. 
· April 1571 – Walter Strickland attempted to introduce a bill that would remove all things Catholic from the Book of Common Prayer. Subsequently the Privy Council barred him from Parliament.
· 1572 – Duke of Guise led the Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre, murdering up to 30,000 French protestants. The massacre was witnessed by Sir Philip Sidney, Sir Walter Raleigh and Sir Francis Walsingham, and many in England feared a Catholic invasion. A bill was introduced on rites and ceremonies to remove many practices from the Book of Common Prayer. Nothing passed, and the Queen intervened after the second reading to prevent parliament from continuing to discuss religion without her Bishop’s approval. 
· June 1572 – The ‘Admonition to Parliament’ was published, attacking the church structure and practices for being too Catholic. Its Authors John Field and Thomas Wilcox were imprisoned. Puritan printing presses were destroyed. The Second admonition was published later in the year by Cartwright. 
· 1573 – ‘Disciplinal Ecclesial’ was published by Walter Travers, calling for puritan reform.   
· 1575 – Grindal, a reformer, was made Archbishop of Canterbury.
· 1575-1577 – Archbishop Grindal refused to supress prophesising and was deprived of his post. 10/15 Bishops he had discussed with had supported him.
· 1975 –  11 Seminary Priests had since arrived from Europe.
· 1580 – The Jesuits arrived in England. There were about 100 Seminary Priests in England by this point. Because port access was so much better, half of the priests in England at this time were located in London, were the concentration of Catholics was lowest. 
· 1581 – Act to Retain the Queen’s Majesty’s Subjects in their Due Obedience made it treasonable for one to withdraw their allegiance to the Queen or the Church of England. Saying Mass was made a punishable offence, and the fine for not attending church was raised to £20. 4 Catholic priests were executed. Edmund Campion, one of the first Jesuits to enter England, was executed. Robert Browne and Robert Harrison founded the first Separatist church in Norwich.
· 1582 – A further 11 priests were executed.
· 1583 – After 6 years without an Archbishop of Canterbury, Whitgift was made Archbishop of Canterbury, and later placed into the Privy Council on account of his good relations with Elizabeth. 
· September 1583 – Whitgift, determined to destroy the movement, published his Three-Articles, which called for the acceptance of the Royal Supremacy, acceptance of the Prayer Book, and acceptance of the 39 Articles. Leicester and Walsingham had the Second Article changed to be less extreme. A High Commission was established, and could force those called before them to take and “oath ex officio”, giving them more power to question and convict.
· 1585 – A recusancy commission was setup, and the Act against Jesuits and Seminary Priests was passed. Under this act, 123 priests were convicted and executed by the end of Elizabeth’s reign. A further 179 Seminary Priests had since entered England. Walsingham gave protection to Puritan Cartwright. 
· 1587 – Sir Anthony Cope and Peter Wentworth arrested for trying to push Presbyterian bills through Parliament. Presbyterianism was heavily Calvinist, and sought to remove superstition and reform the structure of the Church of England. 
· 1588 – The defeat of the Spanish Armada, which was in part attributed to favourable winds, led many to believe God had sided with the protestants. Main Presbyterian organiser John Field died, and the Presbyterian movement dissipated. 
· 1589 – The Martin Marpelate Tracts, a piece of Puritan Literature, launched crude attacks against Bishops and the Church, for which it was well read, but negatively received. 
· 1592 – Henry Barrow and John Greenwood founded a separatist congregation in London.
· April 1593 – Barrow and Greenwood were executed for publishing Seditious writings.
· 1593 - An Act for restraining Popish Recusants was passed i.e. people who refused to attend Anglican Church Services. The Act against Seditious Sectaries was passed in response to the threat of radical Puritan Separatists, leading to the executions of Henry Barrow, John Greenwood and John Penry, leaders of the movement in London. Wentworth was arrested, and stayed imprisoned for the rest of his life. Survey of the Pretend Holy Discipline Dangerous Positions and Proceedings was published as an attack on Puritans. Richard Hooker’s Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Policy was published as a defence of Anglicanism.  
· 1595 – Whitgift published 9 Articles on Pre-destination (Lambeth Articles), without Elizabeth’s permission, and was later asked to withdraw them by Elizabeth as they were too divisive. 
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· 1558 – Cecil was made Secretary of State.
· 1559 – Paget was dismissed as replaced with William Cecil. Catholics like Nicholas Heath were omitted and replaced with (radical) protestants like Francis Knollys, and Bedford. Some conservatives like Arundel were kept from Mary.
· September 1560 – Dudley’s wife Amy dies, most likely of breast cancer, but it is rumoured that she was pushed down the stairs. Cecil spread rumours that Dudley had poisoned her. 
· October 1562 – Elizabeth nearly died of smallpox. Norfolk and Dudley were admitted into the Privy Council together. 
· 1562 – Wanting to match Cecil’s prestige in resolving Scottish tensions, Dudley pushed for Elizabeth to intervene with the Huguenots. 
· 1564 – Dudley made the Earl of Leicester. 
· 1566 – Croft appointed to the Privy Council. Leicester was temporarily banished from the Presence Chamber after pressuring MPs to raise the issue of succession in Parliament. 
· 1568 – Norfolk and Cecil were on generally amicable terms.
· 1569 – Norfolk and Dudley attempted to have Cecil deposed.
· 1571 – Cecil was made Lord Burghley,
· 1572 – Any remaining conservatives had since been removed. Cecil was appointed lord treasurer. Burghley no longer isolated himself, and eventually gained general approval. 
· 1573 – Sir Francis Walsingham made Secretary of State.
· 1579 – Elizabeth entertained the possibility of marrying the Duke of Anjou, a French noble. The idea was shut down following a vigorous anti-French/Catholic propaganda campaign. 
· 1581 – The councillors had her ladies in waiting “weep and wail about the horrors of marriage to deter progress towards Alencon”.
· 1584 – Earl of Essex arrived at Court. Burgley
· 1596 – Robert Cecil made Secretary of State whilst Essex is absent due to his siege of Cadiz. 
· 1586 – Moderate councillor Archbishop Whitgift was appointed to provide balance against the more radical Leicester and Walsingham. 
· 1588 – Leicester died.
· 1590 – Walsingham died.
· 1596 – Robert Cecil made Secretary of State.
· 1597 – Privy Council had 11 members.
· 1598 – Burghley died.
· June 1600 – Essex was deprived of his offices and placed under house arrest. 
· November 1600 – Essex lost his sweet wine monopoly. 
· 1601 – Privy Council had 13 members. Worcester appointed. 
· February 8th 1601 – Essex Rebellion took place. Essex was frustrated over his loss of Patronage with the Queen, envious of Robert Cecil, and angered over his loss of his sweet wine monopoly. 
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· Collectively, Elizabeth’s father, brother and sister had summoned parliament 28 times in the 30 years preceding her reign. Elizabeth only summoned parliament 13 times, and only 9 times in her first 30 years as Queen. With the exception of 1572, all her sessions involved asking for supply (subsidies). 
· Under Elizabeth 438 Acts were passed. She also refused to give Royal Assent to over 60 bills, 15 of which were in 1585. 62 new borough seats were created to satisfy the Gentry in certain areas, an example of Elizabethan Patronage.
· On average only 10% of MPs spoke in Elizabeth’s parliamentary sessions, with 1601 being the exception (doubled) due to MPs vested interests. 
· January 25th-May 8th 1559 – Only 219 MPs, 54% of the total were present by February 24th, having been in session for month. Attendance fell to 32% by April 24th and 28% a week later. In his opening speech Lord Keeper Bacon blamed Mary for the risk of invasion, lack of revenues and inadequacy of English defence. Catholic Bishops were barred from Parliament and were arrested. Settlement was pushed through by Elizabeth’s councillors amidst conservative opposition amongst the Lords. 
· January 12th-April 10th 1563 – Known attendances varied from 31% to 64%. Attendance started at 60 out of 80, and fell to 34 by the end. Bacon blamed the war with France and Scotland for the Royal Penury. Under influence of the Privy Council, Parliament lobbied for Elizabeth to marry and produce an heir. Thomas Norton called for some reform.
· September 30th 1566-January 2nd 1567 – Cecil used the same excuses as Bacon to justify Elizabeth’s demands. Bacon organised a joint delegation of both houses to pressure Elizabeth on the issue of succession. First draft of Elizabeth’s address accused Parliament of Treason. “I am your anointed Queen; I will never be by violence constrained to do anything”. Elizabeth prevented the passage of bills calling upon further religious reform. 
· April 2nd-May 19th 1571 – Common regulars established a fine of 4d for the poor box, imposed upon all those who missed opening prayers. Bacon called for a subsidy as a show of gratitude to the Queen. Elizabeth vetoed a bill that would punish those who refused communion. Elizabeth needed money to pay for the suppression of the Northern Rebellion. Strickland called for reform of the Book of Common Prayer, upsetting the Queen and her councillors, leading to his removal.
· May 8th-June 30th 1572 – Four anti-Burghley peers were placed in Prison. Councillors made requests that MPs who would conform to their goals be elected. Parliament forced Elizabeth to execute Norfolk. 
· February 8th-March 15th 1576 – Peter Wentworth called for free speech and tougher laws on Catholics, and was arrested.
· January 16th-March 18th 1581 – Roll was called seven times to catch absentees and a new rate of fines was introduced, £20 for County Members and £10 for House Representatives.  
· November 23rd 1584-March 29th 1585 – Parliament summoned in light of the assassination of William the Silent (Prince of Orange), the Throckmorton Plot, and the risk of Catholic invasion. Elizabeth had Lord Chancellor Bromley reprimand the Commons for discussing religion after she had expressly forbidden it. 26 MPs present were loyal to Burghley. “They meddle with matters above their capacity” – Elizabeth on Parliament. After this year her addresses were deliberately copied and circulated to those who did not hear them. Bailiffs and Burgesses of Conway, North Wales, wrote to Burghley requesting that Elizabeth veto a bill. She did. Anti-Catholic legislation was passed, and Bond of Association was tightened through the passage of the Act for the Surety of the Queen’s Person. Sir Anthony Cope and Wentworth pushed for Presbyterian reform. 24 MPs in parliament had been chosen by Burghley. 
· October 29th 1586 -March 23rd 1587 – The privy council approved of the composition of the Commons had sent around a circular requesting that constituencies re-elect the MPs of 1584. Usually 40% pf previous MPs would return to the next Parliamentary session. In this case, 52% returned. Parliament was called to pressure Elizabeth into executing Mary Queen of Scots. Second session sought to pressure her into accepting Sovereignty over the Low Countries. Some Presbyterian reformers were arrested.
· February 4th-March 29th 1589 – Passed 16 minor laws. Following the defeat of the Spanish Armada, there was a focus on religious reform and foreign policy. Some opposition to the seemingly unprecedented double subsidy request. Revenue was raised to fight Spain. 
· February 19th-April 10th 1593 – Lord Keeper Puckering said Elizabeth was “most loth to call for the assembly of her people in Parliament”, doing so “rarely, and only upon most just, weighty and great occasions”. This year was the only year in which she struggled to receive a subsidy. Half of Parliament had been named by the Earl of Essex. Wentworth was arrested for raising the issue of succession and calling for free speech, and Elizabeth received a triple subsidy. 
· October 24th 1597-February 9th 1598 – Privy Council passed on the Queen’s request that local men should be elected. This had little effect however. Cecil had 30 MPs elected. Elizabeth vetoed 12/55 proposed bills. Elizabeth sought to recover from the expenses of war. Parliament passed a comprehensive poor law and granted a triple subsidy. 
· October 27th-December 19th 1601 – Discussed the Monopolies Crisis. On average (in 10 recorded decisions), only 47% of MPs put forward a vote. The Bill on Tillage saw 67% vote, whereas the Bill on Bankrupts only received 17%. Cecil had 31 MPs elected, with 6 of his secretaries in Commons. Poor Law was revised, Elizabeth gave her Golden Speech, to 140 MPs, and Parliament granted a quadruple subsidy. 
· In total, Elizabeth had vetoed 14% of bills proposed by Parliament, most of which were related to the further puritan/Presbyterian reform.
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· April 4th 1558 – Mary signed a secret agreement bequeathing her claim to the Scottish and English thrones to France should she die. 
· April 24th 1558 – Henry II’s son Francis married Mary Queen of Scots. Henry ordered for the Royal Arms of England to be quartered with those of Scotland and France
· July 6th 1560 – Treaty of Edinburgh recognized Elizabeth as a rightful Queen of England.
· December 1560 – Following the death of Francis II.
· August 19th 1561 – Mary was forced to return to Scotland.
· March 1562 – Arrangements for Elizabeth and Mary to meet in Nottingham were cancelled following the massacre of the French Protestants by the Duke of Guise.
· Elizabeth declared that any attempt my Mary to negotiate a marriage with Don Carlos, son of Phillip II, would be seen as a hostile act. She suggested the Duke of Norfolk and even Dudley as alternatives. 
· July 29th 1565 – Mary married Lord Darnley, grandchild of Mary Tudor, consolidating her claim to the English throne. Scottish diplomat James Melville stated that this redefined hers and Elizabeth’s relationship as one of “jealousies, suspicions and hatred”.
· June 19th 1566 – Prince James was born, giving Mary a male heir. 
· February 10th 1567 – Darnley killed in an explosion, for which the Earl of Bothwell was the main suspect.
· Elizabeth wrote to Mary “I treat you as my daughter, and assure you that if I had one, I could wish for her nothing greater than I desire for you”. Elizabeth wanted Mary to distance herself from the controversy.
· May 15th 1567 – Mary married Bothwell. The controversy sparked outrage leading to a brief civil war.
· July 1567 – The Scottish Lords, 265 peers, forced Mary to abdicate. 
· May 16th 1568 – Mary fled to England, landing in Workington, where she was immediately arrested by Cecil. Elizabeth recognized Mary’s claim to the Scottish throne, but did not wish to undermine the protestant Earl of Moray. The casket letters were released by the Lords (8 unsigned documents implicating Mary in Darnley’s murder).
· November 1569-January 1570 – Northern Rebellion saw the Earls of Westmorland and Northumberland, who opposed Elizabeth’s religious reforms and centralisation of the North, attempt a rebellion that would depose Elizabeth and have Mary take her place on the throne, marrying the Duke of Norfolk in the process. Northumberland had been deprived of the Wardenship of the Middle March in favour of his Arch-rival Sir John Foster. Elizabeth’s cousin was given charge of Berwick and East March. Westmorland lost his title of Lieutenant General of the North. Most of the Earls support came from their retainers. The Pope had given Florentine banker and Catholic, Roberto Ridolfi, 12,000 crowns to help fund the rebellion. The force of 4600 rebels was put down by the Earl of Sussex, leading an army of 7000. Norfolk was placed in the Tower of London for 9 months. The Privy Council unanimously sought his execution. 450 rebels were executed.
· February 25th 1570 – Pope Pius V issued a Papal Bull excommunicating Elizabeth. 
· January 1571 – Guerau de Spes, the Spanish ambassador, was expelled from England.
· 1571 – Ridolfi Plot to assassinate Elizabeth so that the Duke of Norfolk could marry Mary and seize the throne was uncovered. The Duke of Alba was to invade from the Netherlands with 10,000 men, foment a rebellion of the Northern English nobility, murder Elizabeth, and marry Mary to Thomas Howard, 4th Duke of Norfolk. 
· 1772 – Privy council convinced Elizabeth to summon Parliament. Cecil demanded Norfolk’s execution, and Parliament proposed two bills, to execute Mary and bar her from the line of succession. Elizabeth only agreed to the latter. Two Acts were passed, declaring that no papal bulls could be brought into the country, and that any claimant who had foreknowledge of Elizabeth’s assignation was to be excluded from the succession. “Can I put to death the bird that, to escape the pursuit of the hawk, has fled to me for protection” – Elizabeth’s reluctance to execute Mary.
· 1572 – The Earldom of Northumberland was given to Sir Henry Percy, who had never held office in the North and remained in Petworth, Sussex. The Council of the North was reconstituted under Huntingdon, the Queen’s cousin, to include Durham, Northumberland, Cumberland and Westmorland within its jurisdiction. 
· January 1772 – Norfolk was convicted of Treason and sentenced to be beheaded.
· 1581 – 1581 Act redefined Treason to apply to those who drew allegiance of subjects away from the Queen or her church.
· 1583 – Throckmorton Plot planned to have Elizabeth assassinated a replaced by Mary, through a combined invasion by the Duke of Guise and a Catholic uprising in England, to be funded by the Papacy and Spain. The plot was uncovered by Walsingham’s espionage network. 
· January 1584 – Bernardino de Mendoza, Philip II’s ambassador in London was expelled from England. Throckmorton was executed and Mary was placed under strict confinement at Chartley Hall in Staffordshire.
· October 1584 – Bond of Association created by Burghley and Walsingham to ensure the execution and hunting down of anyone responsible for/implicated in the murder of Elizabeth, so that they could not benefit from her death. Mary was a signatory of the document. Its legal precedent was granted and tightened by the Act for the Security of the Queen’s Person.
· 1585 – Act Calling for the Expulsion of Catholic Priests was passed, making it treason to be a priest, and calling for the execution of anyone who aided them.
· 1586 – Babington Plot uncovered by Walsingham. Mary was shown to have been actively complicit in the plot. 
· October 1586 – Mary was taken to trial at Fotheringhay castle. Delegations from both houses visited Elizabeth to convince her to sign the death warrant. Against Cecil’s reservations, Elizabeth ordered that all those implicated in the Babington Plot were to be hung, drawn and quartered. Following the passage of Mary’s verdict, Elizabeth delayed her Parliamentary hearing for two weeks. Elizabeth adjourned Parliament for two months. Spain and Scotland sent pleas for Mary’s life. Walsingham fabricated the Stafford plot to further convince Elizabeth.
· February 1st 1587 – Elizabeth signed Mary’s execution warrant, and Secretary of State William Davidson had it sealed and sent before Elizabeth could change her mind. 
· February 8th 1587 – Mary Queen of Scots was executed. Cecil was temporarily banished and Davidson was placed in the Tower of London.
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· April 1559 – Treaty of Cataeu Cambresis made peace with France, allowing for the return of Calais to England after 8 years. If France failed to fulfil this condition, they promised to pay England £125,000.
· June 1559 – Henry II died, and was replaced by his son Francis II, husband of Mary Queen of Scots. The two had used the English royal arms in their own heraldic device. 
· December 1559 – Under pressure from Cecil, who threatened to resign if Elizabeth did not support the Scottish Protestants, the Navy was sent to the Firth of Forth to stop more French Catholic troops from landing. 
· February 1560 – Treaty of Berwick signed with Scotland, offering the Lords of the Congregation conditional support from the English.
· March 1560 – An English army was sent North to support the Scots against the French. 
· July 1560 – Treaty of Edinburgh removed France from Scotland, and secured the position of the Scottish Lords. Mary Queen of Scots was forced to renounce her claim to the English throne, and the Lords of the Congregation recognised Elizabeth as Queen of England. 
· December 1560 – Francis II died. 
· March 1562 – Conflict broke out between the French Catholics and the Protestant Huguenots. 
· October 1562 – Dudley convinced Elizabeth to intervene in France on behalf of the Huguenots, promising the Prince of Conde 6000 men and a loan of £30,000. 
· April 1564 – With the Catholics and Huguenots having united against Elizabeth, the English were forced out of France, and lost Calais, permanently, leading to the negotiation of the Treaty of Troyes. 
· 1570 – Elizabeth sent forces to Scotland to subdue Mary’s supporters after Moray was murdered.
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· 1561 – In an act of good faith, Elizabeth invited the self-proclaimed Earl of Tyrone, Shane O’Neill, to court. On his return to Ulster, he continued to harass his neighbours. 
· 1563 – A trade embargo is declared between the Netherlands and England. At least ¾ of English overseas trade went through Antwerp before being sold throughout the Low Countries. 
· 1566 – Tyrone negotiated for support from Charles IX and Mary Queen of Scots. Elizabeth had Lord Deputy of Ireland, Sir Henry Sidney, take action by sending a naval expedition to Lough Foyle, and marching through Ulster to assert his authority. Tyrone was defeated in battle by his rival, Hugh O’Donnell. Phillip II suppressed the Dutch Revolt by sending 10,000 troops under the Duke of Alba to the Netherlands. 
· 1567 – Elizabeth allowed the Dutch Sea Beggars to use English harbours, from which they attacked Spanish ships in the Channel. Tyrone was murdered by Scottish settlers in Antrim. 
· 1568 – John Hawkins is attacked by the Viceroy of Mexico and a Spanish fleet, destroying 4 ships and killing 100 of his men. In retaliation, Cecil orders for all the bullion stored on Spanish ships in English harbours to be confiscated. Alba responds by placing an embargo on all English property in the Netherlands, halting trade between England and Spain.
· 1571 – Following Sidney’s efforts to extend his control over Ireland, James Fitzmaurice Fitzgerald led an uprising, and after its suppression, Sir John Perrott, President of Munster, had a further 800 rebels executed. 
· 1572 – England and France sign the Treaty of Blois, a mutual defence treaty.
· March 1st 1572 –  Elizabeth ordered the Sea Beggars to leave England.
· April 1st 1752 – The return of the Sea Beggars to the Netherlands lead to the renewal of the Dutch revolt with their capture of the port of Brielle. Huguenot Admiral de Coligny prepares to support the Dutch rebels. 
· August 1572 – Coligny is shot and the Huguenots are massacred whilst attending the marriage of Henry Navarre in Paris. The massacre was allegedly planned by Catherine De Medici. The Duke of Anjou became the Duke of Alencon.
· 1573 – Trade between the Netherlands and England is restored after a treaty is signed with Alba.
· 1574 – Elizabeth renews the Treaty of Blois with the new King of France, Henry III.
· November 8th 1576 – Pacification of Ghent united the Netherlands against the Spanish.  
· 1577 – Drake begins his voyage of circumnavigation. 
· 1578 – John Hawkins join the Navy Board, setup by Burghley, and rebuilt many of the English Navy’s ships, upgrading them to be more armed and manoeuvrable. By the 1580s Elizabeth had 54 Men-of-War, and 140 merchant ships equipped with heavy artillery. Thomas Stukley, under instructions from the Pope, departed from Italy with 600 men to invade Ireland, but was diverted at Lisbon.
· 1579 – Factional conflicts arise as individuals compete for control over James VI, with the emergence of individuals like Esme Stuart, an agent of the Guise faction.
· July 1579 – James Fitzmaurice landed on the Dingle Peninsula accompanied by Papal Nuncio Dr Nicholas Sander. Fitzmaurice was killed immediately, and the revolt was taken over by the brother of the Earl of Desmond, and then the Earl himself.
· 1580 – The pro-English regent is killed and replaced by Esme Stuart, now the Earl of Lennox. Prior to this year, the Spanish had 64 Men-of-War, 24 ocean going galleons, and 130 store ships. Catholic peer Lord Baltinglass joined the Irish revolt, and 600 Spanish and Italian troops landed on the Dingle Peninsula. Phillip II annexed Portugal. 
· 1581 – Drake is knighted after returning from his circumnavigation of the globe, and control of James is regained by the Scottish protestants. Sander died in Ireland. 
· 1583 – The Irish Rebellion was put down by Lord Grey, killing the Earl of Desmond. 
· 1584 – The Duke of Alencon dies, making Henry of Navarre (a protestant) Henry III’s heir to the throne. Henry, Duke of Guise, forms the Catholic League in order to prevent Henry of Navarre from reaching the French throne, signing a secret treaty with Spain to remove Protestantism from France and the Netherlands. 
· July 10th 1584 – William the Silent, leader of the Dutch rebels, was assassinated, and the Duke of Parma began his advance on Antwerp.
· 1585 – Elizabeth signed the Treaty of Nonsuch with the Dutch rebels. Drake was dispatched with 29 ships to the Spanish West-Indies, successfully sacking Santiago and Cartagena. Leicester commands an expedition of 7000 men to the Netherlands, but accepts the title of Governor-General without Elizabeth’s permission. His involvement was flawed. Hugh O’Neill was made Earl of Tyrone. 
· 1586 – Elizabeth and James VI signed the Treaty of Berwick, giving James an annual pension of £4000. The English Army prevent Parma from capturing the deep-water port of Flushing. Leicester is recalled to England. Drake sacks Cartagena and Santo Domingo, but misses the Spanish treasure fleet, meaning England makes a loss of £5000.
· 1587 – Drake successfully attacked Cadiz, destroying Spanish 30 vessels, slowing the Armada. He later sailed to the Azores and successfully captured a Portuguese treasure ship, ‘The San Felipe’, returning home with £140,000.
· 1588 – 130 Spanish ships, carrying 8000 sailors and 19,000 soldiers, sailed up the Channel aiming to rendezvous with the Duke of Parma, who had the best army of 30,000 soldiers in Gravelines ready to invade England. Spanish Armada is defeated. Elizabeth delivered her Tilbury Speech, in which she said “I know I have the body of a weak, feeble woman; but I have the heart and stomach of a king”. An English army of 27,000 infantry, 2500 cavalry and 14,000 sailors was assembled. 
· 1589 – Drake leads an expedition, but defies Elizabeth’s orders to destroy the remnant of the Armada and ultimately accomplishes little with the Earl of Essex in their attempt to restore Don Antonio to his throne in Portugal in their attack on Lisbon, losing £100,000 and 11,000 men. Henry III is assassinated and succeeded by Henry Navarre. This leads to Civil War in France between Henry and the Catholic League. Elizabeth sends an army of 4000 men under Willoughby and a loan of £20,000 to support Henry. After being told to stay as he was not needed, Willoughby instead went to France. By December 1589 half of his men had died. Supported by Sir Francis Vere, new leader of the English Contingent, and an English Army of 8000 men, Maurice of Nassau holds off the Duke of Parma’s army.
· 1590 – Henry IV (Navarre) defeats the Catholic League at the Battle of Ivry and marched onto Paris. Phillip orders the Duke of Parma to leave the Netherlands and defend Paris. This allows Maurice of Nassau to advance in the Netherlands. Phillip renews his treaty with the Catholic League and sends 3000 men to Brittany, threatening the Channel. Vere aided Maurice of Nassau in the capture of Breda. 
· 1591 –  Elizabeth sends an army under Sir John Norreys to Brittany, and an army to Normandy under the Earl of Essex. 7000 troops were sent to support Henry IV.
· 1592 – Bullion ship ‘The Madre de Dios’ is captured, rewarding Elizabeth with £80,000 (she only invested £3000 in the effort). 
· 1593 – Henry IV converts to Catholicism and makes peace with the Catholic League. Supporting Henry had cost £580,000, having sent £300,000 in aid.
· 1594 – Northern Netherlands are secured under Maurice of Nassau. Elizabeth sends 8 warships and 4000 men to force the Spanish out of France. Despite being known to have negotiated with Phillip II, Tyrone offered his full services to the crown in Dublin, only to then refuse to meet Sir William Russell at Cavan. He then gave aid to his son-in-law, Hugh Maguire, who was opposing English incursions in Fermanagh. 
· 1595 – Drake and Hawkins lead expeditions against Panama which ultimately fail. Both die.
· February 1595 – Tyrone’s brother captured Blackwater Fort in Armagh, the gateway to Tyrone’s lands.
· May 1595 – The rebels captured Enniskillen.
· June 1595 – Tyrone’s men intercepted and damaged Bagenal’s troops. Elizabeth declared Tyrone a traitor. 
· 1596 – Lord Effingham and the Earl of Essex sack Cadiz, with 17 naval ships and 47 war ships, costing Phillip 12 million Ducats. Phillip II, now bankrupt, send a second Armada to invade England, which is again destroyed by the wind. Tyrone had since built an army of 1000 cavalry, 1000 pikemen, and 4000 musketeers. 2000 troops were transferred from Brittany to Ireland, but outnumbered, were forced to sign truces in 1596 and 1597.
· 1597 – Essex is ordered to command an expedition to destroy the third armada, but instead sails to the Azores, failing to capture the Spanish treasure fleet. The Armada is destroyed by storms.
· 1598 – Henry IV makes peace with Spain at Vervins. Phillip III becomes King of Spain. War in the Netherlands had cost Elizabeth £2 million, having sent £750,000 in aid. Privateering during the war years made up for between 10-15% of England’s total imports. In August Elizabeth was able to renegotiate the terms of the Treaty of Nonsuch, and the Dutch agreed to repay all of Elizabeth’s loans. The English Contingent was to be paid for and controlled by the Dutch.
· April 1598 – The Edict of Nantes promised that French Huguenots would be granted freedoms to practice their faiths without persecution. 
· August 14th 1598 – Sir Henry Bagenal’s troops were defeated at the Battle of Yellow Ford, causing the rebellion to spread throughout Ireland. 
· January 1599 – The Earl of Essex was sent to Ireland to put down Tyrone’s Rebellion with 17,000 troops.
· August 1599 – Essex, despite outnumbering Tyrone’s army chose not to fight, but instead make a truce to be renewed every 6 weeks. 
· September 24th 1599 – Essex left Ireland. 
· February 1600 – Lord Mountjoy arrived Ireland to replace Essex with 13,000 troops.
· October 1601 – A Spanish force of 4400 men led by Don Juan del Aguila lands at Kinsale but is defeated by Mountjoy.
· December 1601 – Forced to aid the Spanish, Tyrone was defeated.
· January 1602 – Aguila surrendered. 
· March 30th 1603 – Tyrone’s Rebellion ends with Tyrone’s surrender. Supressing the rebellion cost £2 million. 
· August 24th 1604 – With the death of Elizabeth, peace was made with Spain under James VI in the Treaty of London. Overall, 50,000 troops had been sent abroad under Elizabeth, in wars which costed an estimated total of £4.5 million.
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· 1476 – First Printing Press set up by William Caxton. Annual book production was 107. 
· 1558 – Annual book production had risen to 1040. The government took control of printing presses to ensure that licenses could not be granted for the production of anti-government propaganda. The 50 or so printing presses in London were controlled by the Stationer’s Company (Government), and the only printing presses authorised were in London, Oxford and Cambridge. 
· 1561 – Elizabeth ordered for the plans under Mary made for recoinage to be carried out, replacing all debased coins with coins of fine silver and gold. 
· 1562 – John Hawkins sailed to Africa, where he bought slaves and sold them to the New World.
· 1563 – Statute of Artificers was a nationwide attempt to reduce the fact that everything was shit. Labour was made compulsory, especially in harvest seasons, a minimum period of a year in which workers could not be dismissed from their masters without worthy cause was enforced, maximum wages were set by JPs, and no one could pursue a craft without first doing a 7-year apprenticeship. Before Cardinal Granvelle imposed an embargo on trade with England, 75% of English overseas trade was conducted through Antwerp. John Foxe’s Humanist Book of Martyrs was the widest read book in the country. A proclamation stated that only approved copies of Elizabeth’s portrait/likeness could be copied.
· The Homily ‘Obedience’ was delivered weekly. 
· 1564 – John Hawkins repeated his slave trade venture, with funding from Cecil, Leicester and Elizabeth, who each received a 60% return on their investment. 
· 1570 – Landed incomes started to increase. 
· 1572 – No more ducal titles were conferred after this year. Act of 1572 established that local ratepayers should pay a rate for the relief of the poor. Another act was passed adding branding to the list of punishments that could be used against vagrants. After 1572, actors had to secure the patronage of a baron of the realm or person of a greater degree in order to gain a license from the Lord Chamberlain. The Privy Council had the power to shut down any production through the office of the Master of the Revels.
· 1574 – The Earl of Leicester’s Players was established.
· 1576 – Poor Law Act of 1576 attempted to create a national poor relief system in which poor relief was to be financed and administered locally. Towns were required to find work for the deserving poor. James Burbage’s Theatre opened it Shoreditch. The Privy Council made ‘Accession Day’ a festival to be celebrated annually every November 17th.
· 1577 – In his ‘Description of England’, William Harrison observed an improvement in the living standards of farmers in the South East of England, with landed incomes increasing across Elizabeth’s reign. Henry Lanman’s Curtain opened in Shoreditch.
· 1579 – Eastland Company established to do trade with the Baltic states. Like the Muscovy Company, its successes were limited as it could not compete with similar Dutch operations. 
· 1581 – Levant (Turkish) Company founded to do trade with the Ottomans. A Book of Ordinances was issued. 
· 1583 – Queen Elizabeth’s Men established. Lord Admiral Howard’s Company was also established, and staged plays from Christopher Marlowe. The Queen’s Men would perform at court, and in the homes of their patrons. 
· 1585 – Walter Raleigh received a patent from Elizabeth to colonise what would become Virginia. 
· 1586 – Miniatures became fashionable. Many would wear ones which featured the Queen’s likeness, whilst people like Burghley, Walsingham and Drake commissioned miniatures of themselves wearing expensive/religious stuff. The style was elevated by Nicholas Hilliard. 
· 1594-1597 – England experienced 4 successive bad harvests, leading to a subsistence crisis. 9/44 harvests in the reign could be classified as poor. The Corporation of Newcastle recorded 25 homeless people dying, presumably of starvation. 
· 1587-1596 – Real wages had halved. 
· 1593 – Half of the members of Commons were University graduates. Number of people with degrees had increased by 22% over the span of 30 years. 
· 1594 – The Lord Chamberlain’s Men was established. 
· 1596 – The Privy Council destroyed any and all images which presented Elizabeth in an unflattering light.
· 1597 – An Act was passed calling for first time offenders of vagrancy to whipped, and repeat offenders to be executed. Gresham College was founded in London. 
· November 28th 1597 – Elizabeth issued a proclamation promising to revoke all monopolies. 
· 1598 – A further Poor Law Act was passed. Construction of the Globe Theatre began. People of different classes could by seats of differing quality at scaling prices. 
· 1600 – East India Company established to do trade with Asia, but again was outcompeted by Dutch counterparts. There was an average of 50 JPs in every county. 
· 1601 – Poor Law Act of 1601 delegated the responsibilities of poor relief to local Parishes. 12 monopolies were revoked. A collection of musical works that praised Elizabeth was compiled. 
· 1603 – Population had risen from 3 million at the start of Elizabeth’s reign to 4 million. Population of London was about 150,000.  
· Imports of luxury goods increased amongst upper classes, and farmers/landowners who benefitted from rising prices. Food prices rose about 75%, while the prices manufactured of goods increased about 45%. 
· Inventories left by labourers in Hertfordshire were three times the average value of those found in Northern towns and cities. The growth of London came at a cost to other regions, but also enabled a growth in internal trade. Coal sales from Tyne to London increased, and places like Newcastle befitted from river access.
· Elizabeth inherited a debt of £220,000, but by the end of the reign was only indebted £350,000, an accomplishment given that the last 16 years of here reign were spent at war. 
· 1500 pieces of music survive Elizabeth’s reign. Elizabeth spent £1500 annually on music.
· Elizabeth had granted 18 peerages throughout her reign. There were 57 peers at the start of her reign and 55 by the end. 
· Domestic demand and internal trade had improved with industries like nail-making and hosieries seeing an increase in production.
· In London 97% of gentry and 2/3 of Yeomen were literate. The number of people attending university doubled from Henry VIII’s reign. 
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