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JANUARY 2022 MOCK EXAMINATION       
Time allowed: 2 hours 30 minutes

Instructions 
· Use black ink or black ball-point pen. 
· Write your answers to Section A on separate sheets from Section B
· Answer three questions. 
In Section A answer Question 01.
In Section B answer two questions.

Information 
· The marks for questions are shown in brackets. 
· The maximum mark for this paper is 80. 
· You will be marked on your ability to: 
· use good English 
· organise information clearly 
· use specialist vocabulary where appropriate. 

Advice 
· You are advised to spend about: 
· 60 minutes on Question 01 
· 45 minutes on each of the two questions in Section B

Section A
Answer Question 01.


Source A 

From No More Vietnams, a book written by Richard Nixon and published in 1985.

The Tet Offensive was a political disaster for the Communist cause in South Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh lost the “people’s war.” The Communists never had the support of more than a small minority of the South Vietnamese, but that did not mean the majority supported the government in Saigon. The Communist threat had seemed distant to many, especially those living in the cities, and the anti-Communist cause was weak and disorganised. The Tet Offensive radically altered the political landscape. It galvanised the South Vietnamese through the shock of the urban fighting and the horror of widespread Communist atrocities. Far from producing the uprisings Ho expected, it created a strong counterreaction that led to the full mobilisation of the South Vietnamese people against Communist aggressors. Although it was an overwhelming victory for South Vietnam and the United States, the steady drumbeat of inaccurate stories in the media convinced millions of Americans that we had lost a major battle.



Source B 

The views of Robert F. Kennedy, speaking out about the Tet Offensive on American
television on 8 February 1968.

We must first of all get rid of the illusion that the events of the past two weeks represent
some sort of victory. That is not so. It is said that the Vietcong will not be able to hold
the cities. This is probably true. But the Vietcong have demonstrated, despite all our
reports on the progress of government strength in the South and enemy weakness, that
500 000 American soldiers, with 700 000 Vietnamese allies, are unable to stop a single
city from being attacked – by an enemy whose total strength is only 250 000. For years we have been told that the measure of our success and progress in Vietnam was increasing security and control for the population. Now we have seen that none of the population is secure and no area is under sure control. This has not happened because our men are not brave or effective, because they are. It is because we have misconceived the nature of the war: It is because we have sought to resolve by military might a conflict whose issue depends upon the will and conviction of the South Vietnamese people. It is like sending a lion to halt an epidemic of jungle rot.





Source C 

From a secret cable, in which the Vietnamese Politburo informs COSVN (the communist command in South Vietnam) of developments in the war following the 1968 Tet Offensive, sent 3 April 1968.

As a result of our massive victories in all areas, military, political, and diplomatic, especially the victories we won in the general offensive and uprisings during the Tet Lunar New Year, the situation on the battlefield in South Vietnam and the situation in the U.S. and throughout the world is developing in directions that are very favourable to us and very unfavourable for the enemy. Because of major political, social, and economic problems, because of the ferocious struggles going on within American leadership circles, especially during the primary elections in the U.S., and because of powerful pressure from world public opinion and from U.S. public opinion, Johnson has been forced to “restrict the bombing” of North Vietnam. For the first time Johnson has had to lower his voice and has had to deescalate the war a notch in order to be able to negotiate with North Vietnam with the hope that he can find an “honourable” way out of Vietnam. This is a victory for us.




With reference to these sources and your understanding of the historical context, assess the value of these three sources to an historian studying the impact of the Tet Offensive in 1968.			                                                                                                         0
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           [30 marks]


























Section B
Answer two questions

‘The foreign policy of Henry VIII failed to achieve its objectives in the years 1509 to 1547.’0
2


Assess the validity of this view.
 [25 marks]

Restate the question providing a judgement 
Give factors you will be assessing – these form the framework of your essay. 
Give a specific that supports your argument 
Restate your line of argument. 

So… 

The foreign policy of Henry VIII clearly failed to meet its objectives in the years 1509 to 1547. Militarily, economically, dynastically, religiously and politically it was arguably the greatest failure of the Tudor period. Henry’s poor judgement in foreign policy, demonstrated by the unrest of the Amicable Grant and the Pilgrimage of Grace alone, was responsible for his failure to achieve his objectives of military glory, political supremacy and aim to dominate Europe. 

Judgement on the specific area linked to the question. 
Use a weak point against your argument and then argue against it. 
Relating to another point in the date range.
Fully develop your points to show what this means.
Final judgement

Militarily, Henry failed to meet his foreign policy aims both in the long term and in detail in the short term. Whilst his apparent success at the Battle of the Spurs and Flodden appears to have given him fleeting success, this was mainly induced by propaganda in France, whilst the Scottish ‘victory’ owed more to the seasoned Earl of Surrey than any clear direction from Henry. Henry could arguably be said to have taken Boulogne in the 1540s, but, again, the financial crisis engendered by this minor success far outweigh the military gain. Similarly, in Scotland, the same failures are evident, with the success of Ancrum Moor not followed up due to Henry’s complacency, and therefore leading to the humiliating attempt to accomplish the ‘rough wooing’ and the ensuing political disaster of Mary Queen of Scots marrying the young French Dauphin. To this extent, certainly, Henry’s mistaken military adventuring was clearly a failure in its totality. 
Nevertheless, Henry’s apparent, if small, military successes were mirrored by their concomitant economic disasters which contributed to the total failure of Henry’s policy. Although Wolsey appeared, and certainly rewarded with the Chancellorship, to be able to fund Henry’s military ambitions in France and Scotland in 1512 and 1513 this was more accurately both due to spending the last of Henry VII’s stored wealth and Wolsey’s innovative new subsidy. Indeed, this ‘success’ would lead in turn to the Amicable Grant in 1525 and the rising in Lavenham, with the disorder a very public acknowledgement of Wolsey – and Henry’s, failures. Similarly, the Dissolution of the Monasteries provided funds simply squandered in futile wars which then led to increased poverty, inflation at nearing 200% and an inability to maintain campaigns in any European theatre, but most notably in the humiliation of Pavia and its aftermath when challenged to raise an army by his nephew, Charles V. Therefore, once again, Henry had managed to snatch failure from the jaws of victory. 

Dynastically the foreign policy of Henry VIII failed. Although he married foreign princesses and produced heirs his marriages failed and he did not succeed in securing marriages for his heirs. His proposal of marrying Princess Mary to Charles V in 1522 failed three years later in 1525 due to Henry’s lack of financial management in war. This was a failure of his foreign policy as it lost England significance in Europe due to the loss of marriage alliances with the Holy Roman Empire and control over France. 


Judgement on the specific area linked to the question. 
Use a weak point against your argument and then argue against it. 
Relating to another point in the date range.
Fully develop your points to show what this means.
Final judgement

(Religion)
In addition to proving a financial failure, Henry’s foreign policy in regards to the Papacy caused relations between England and Rome to deteriorate to an unprecedented degree. Whilst the early years of his reign saw stable relations with Rome, with the 1518 Treaty of London being prompted by Pope Leo X’s desire for a united Christian alliance and resulting in Wolsey’s appointment as Papal Legate, any semblance of stability was entirely lost when Cromwell negotiated for the English Church to break from Rome in 1533. Shortly afterwards, Henry was excluded from the 1536 Treaty of Nice, denying the nation the security they were in need of at the time; this was followed by a Papal Bull published by Paul III which excommunicated Henry. Paul additional sent envoys to France and Scotland to provoke a Catholic crusade against England; while this ultimately did not lead to military confrontation, it demonstrated that relations between England and the Papacy were more hostile than ever before. Therefore, despite some successes earlier in his reign, it is apparent that, from a religious perspective, Henry’s foreign policy was a marked failure.

Judgement on the specific area linked to the question. 
Use a weak point against your argument and then argue against it. 
Relating to another point in the date range.
Fully develop your points to show what this means.
Final judgement

Due to his extensive spending on wars against France Henry’s foreign policy was a failure. Henry VIII’s apparently substantial income was around £110,000 a year, but between 1511 and 1525, he spent £1.4 million fighting wars during this period. This was a significant sum of money, which can be seen as an economic failure. Similarly in 1513, Henry’s victory at the Battle of Spurs led to the acquisition of Tournai and Therouanne, suggesting that the money left from Henry VIII’s father (£300,000) was not spent in vain. Although this can be seen as an economic success within the first half of Henry VIII’s reign this was later overshadowed by the loss of the pension from the Treaty of Etaples in 1513.  Whilst this was successful, it can be argued that overall, this success was very minimal in the long-term. 

Judgement on the specific area linked to the question. 
Use a weak point against your argument and then argue against it. 
Relating to another point in the date range.
Fully develop your points to show what this means.
Final judgement

Dynastically, Henry's foreign policy was an overwhelming failure. Whilst he was able to achieve the annulment of his marriage to Catherine of Aragon through the break with Rome (1534), this was only a short term success. Henry's attempt to get a male heir may be seen as a total failure, as he only gained Princess Elizabeth. This failure to secure the succession also opened up a potential foreign threat from the Pope- who attempted to organise a  crusade in 1539 – and also a threat from other foreign powers at the time on the side  of the Pope - namely Charles V (who has power over Spain and the Holy Roman Empire). This demonstrated the failure of Henry's foreign policy. The dynastic failures of Henny's foreign policy spanned the entirety of the reign. His failure to secure success in his own foreign marriages in early years was mirrored by his failure to secure the marriage of hair heir Edward to Mary Queen of Scots from 1542 in the 'Rough Wooing. This policy with Scotland was unsuccessful, as he found his propositions rejected by the Earl of Arran. This means that Mary Queen of Scots was smuggled abroad, would consequently the Dauphin and ensure a vulnerable northern border for England in the future.  Henry's dynastic goals in Scotland were a representation of how his dynastic goals were sabotaged by his foreign relations. 

Judgement on the specific area linked to the question. 
Use a weak point against your argument and then argue against it. 
Relating to another point in the date range.
Fully develop your points to show what this means.
Final judgement

Political paragraph 
In addition to damaging English relations with the papacy, these shortcomings of Henry’s foreign policy continued to plague the overall balance of political success and failure, ultimately tipping it towards the latter. This was epitomised by the 1540 Schmalkaldic League alliance, orchestrated by Henry’s chief minister Thomas Cromwell. As part of the alliance, Henry married the German princess; Anne of Cleves. However, she was soon deemed repulsive, leading to a quick divorce; the outbreak of war between France and Spain rendered it a myopic political move, ultimately leading to Cromwell’s execution 1540. 
The ability to simply enter and break from numerous marriages, such as that with Anne of Cleves, could be equally considered a hallmark of the limited successes of Henry’s political approach to foreign policy. Namely, due to it being a significant outcome of the 1532 Break with Rome, once again co-ordinated by Cromwell, evidencing the successes in relation to the initial fundamental aims of the policy. (donut)         Yet alongside these successes, principally the ability to alter marriage circumstances and the installation of Henry as head of the Church of England, as legislated by the 1534 Supremacy Act, did leave England politically vulnerable in the international scene. This international isolation as a by-product of the break with Rome is symbolic of Henry’s general political shortcomings, with the fundamental aims achieved, but consequences such as the failure of the Schmalkaldic League, overwhelmed these successes to tip the balance in favour of failure.   

 


‘English society in the reign of Henry VIII was characterised more by disorder than by order.’3
0


Assess the validity of this view.
[25 marks] 


‘The rebellions which occurred during the reigns of Edward VI and Mary I were mainly political in origin.’ 4
0


Assess the validity of this view.
[25 marks]

Restate the question providing a judgement 
Give factors you will be assessing – these form the framework of your essay. 
Give a specific that supports your argument 
Restate your line of argument. 
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END OF QUESTIONS


