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Extract 4

From a childhood in which she was adored and feted and then violently rejected, a fighter was born. Mary maintained her faith and her self-belief. Despite repeated attempts to deprive her of her life and her right to the throne, the warrior princess turned victor, and became the warrior queen. The boldness and scale of her achievements is often overlooked. The campaign that Mary led in the summer of 1553 would prove to be the only successful revolt against central government in sixteenth century England. In the moment of crisis she proved decisive and courageous, and won the support of the English people as the legitimate Tudor heir. Mary proved to be a conscientious and hard-working queen who was determined to be closely involved in government business and policy-making. She was also a woman who lived by her conscience and was prepared to die for her faith.   

From Anna Whitelock, ‘Mary Tudor: England’s First Queen’,2009.
















