Making an effective judgement – Anna Moss

1. Create a table like the one below to plan your essay
2. Sort your essay points into points supporting or arguing the title
3. Go back to each point and evaluate the strength and importance of each one
4. Add up the totals of each argument and use this to help make a judgement to write your essay towards.
	Points supporting
	Importance
	Points against
	Importance

	












	
	
	

	Most important point
	Total
	Most important point
	Total

	



	
	
	


Contextual Knowledge - Ed Mulryne
Contextual knowledge (background knowledge) is of paramount importance for any historian. An understanding of historical context will help you understand how the events you learn about were perceived at the time, which is useful in supporting your arguments when it comes to essay writing. 
[image: ]One way to improve your understanding of historical context is to read around the subject. Reading various books on the area of history you are studying is a great way of furthering your knowledge, but it is not the only way. There are podcasts on history you can listen to, magazines to read, documentaries to watch, the list goes on. So there are many ways to do what is called ‘reading around the subject’. Here is a list of good things to read if you are studying, for example, The Tudors:

Reading various materials to gain knowledge is all far enough, but is reading enough? Not really. In order to make sure the information you read has been digested, you have to do something with that knowledge, such as make notes on it. But not the classic shorthand-style notes where you copy out information word for word, notes made effectively using an effective method. One example of an effective note taking is the ‘one to two method’:
Then, after writing the basic points on the left, on the right expand on the points made. You should elaborate on the points on the left and offer different interpretations from historians. 
After dividing your page into two, write the main points of the section you are reading on the left hand side. These can be written in bullet points.










Factual Support in Essays – Kieran Pope
1. Before an essay construct a plan on your main points.

2. Using this plan and resources online or in the library commit yourself to read around the essay title (wider reading).

3. Whilst doing this and using your plan fill in a 1-2 grid for your essay.

	Point
	Support

	e.g. Henry 7th increased how well the nobles were treated.
	So more honours meant more loyalty

	
	

	
	



4. Begin essay and good luck!

Optional: Make revision cards and/or top trumps with facts (whilst completing 1-2 method).

Optional 2: Create a glossary of all facts, terms and historical interpretations you come across. 















How to link arguments together
 If you have a number of strong points to include in your essay, you may want to jump in and just list your arguments with an introduction and a conclusion tacked on. However, by following this plan, you should be able to give your essay a much clearer and more effective structure by linking your arguments together  
 1. Before you write your essay, write out all the points you are going to include with the information you are going to use to back them up. Try writing the point and its evidence in the same colour, then using a different colour for different points. Write them out on a large piece of paper and space them out. (They don't need to be in any kind of order at this point)  
- Point
- Evidence
- Point
- Evidence

 - Point
- Evidence
- Point
- Evidence
- Point
- Evidence





2. Decide how each point relates to the other. You could do this by linking them thematically (points that cover different aspects of the same idea) or perhaps chronologically (points which refer to the same event or period of time). Remember that one point can link to several others. If it helps you, draw arrows between the points and say how they relate.
                                                                           - Point
- Evidence
- Point
- Evidence
- Point
- Evidence
- Point
- Evidence
Point
Evidence
- Point
- Evidence






3. Once you've decided how your arguments relate to one another, put them in an order so that each argument relates to the one after it and the one preceding it. This way your essay should have a logical flow. You could also try to put your strongest arguments at the end of the essay to make your argument seem to come to a logical end point. Your conclusion should then tie up all the strands of your arguments concisely as well as briefly dealing with any opposing opinions. 





Guide to making an effective judgment
Joe Del Principe
 
Firstly decide on your final judgment and find evidence to support this judgment, while being able to refute additional arguments. 
Step by Step
Step 1 - 
Decide on your opinion, consider why you think that. 
Step 2 - 
Find appropriate points and arguments to agree with and to argue. Then list the points; 
	For 
	Against 

	 
	 

	 
	 


 
Step 3 - 
Find evidence to support each point, use historians interpretations to back up both points and arguments. Remember to use actual figures and facts. 
Step 4 - 
Re-do each list and diagram 
	For
	Evidence 
	Against 
	Evidence 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


 
Step 5 - 
Match points with counter arguments, then see if the points affect / link and to what extent. If you want you can use the 1-2 method to count the points each arguments has. 
Step 6 -
Consider the points and see if they affect your judgment. 
Step 7 -
Write your judgment and summarise the arguments you used and relate it back to the original question. 
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