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Making a focused start.
It is always important to make a good first impression; you do not get a second chance. The opening paragraph needs to be focused on the essay title, to pick out key words or phrases and to establish a brief overview of the key issues to be discussed in the essay. The paragraph should therefore inform the reader of your intention but avoid giving excessive details which will be repeated later. Above all, do not jump in to the argument without an introduction or start in the middle of the period without some sort of explanation.  
How effectively you develop an argument is the key to a good essay. Some adopt a narrative approach and only analyse a point in the final sentence, if at all. Better responses take a thematic line which lends itself more readily to synthesis because the writer can show links between events as the argument progresses. Sometimes these links highlight points of similarity and continuity; sometimes they emphasise differences and changes. Where a student demonstrates why a key event can be seen to be a historical turning point or offers comments that analyse what preceded and succeeded such a development and then ties this to another paragraph to show change or continuity over time, then they have shown that they can synthesise ideas and concepts. In the following illustrations, analysis and synthesis are combined with use of appropriate dates to establish a good overview of the period.
How far did Scotland’s impact on English domestic affairs change during the period 1485 to 1603?
It seems that, when Elizabeth came to the throne in 1558, Scotland’s impact on English domestic affairs was much the same as it had been in the early 1540s under Henry VIII. Mary Queen of Scots was still alive, the Auld Alliance’s threat was still at the heart of Anglo-Scottish relations and, ultimately, Elizabeth was having to deal with the mistakes made by Henry VIII, most notably in not destroying the dynastic links between Mary and France in 1543. However, there were a number of notable changes. Mary was heir to the English throne and, as a Catholic, posed a considerable danger to the Protestant political nation. For these two reasons, Elizabeth received a great deal of pressure from her Council, Convocation and Parliament to marry. More alarmingly, at the beginning of Elizabeth’s reign, Mary was married to Francis II of France and thus, in the current state of affairs, any children of that marriage would be heirs to the English, Scottish and French thrones. Therefore Mary represented a huge threat to the Tudor dynasty and to the nation’s security, especially as she had the support of many Catholics across Europe.
All essays should end with a conclusion yet for many students this is a much neglected feature. Questions that ask, ‘How far do you agree with this statement?’ always benefit from having a direct answer that reflects the writer’s own views. The conclusion should be consistent in reaching a judgement and should avoid introducing a completely new idea however interesting it may seem. It should seek to draw together the main lines of argument concisely and leave the reader in no doubt about the writer’s opinion. This example amply demonstrates this point: 
Assess the role of factions as a cause of rebellions in Tudor England.
In conclusion, faction was the most consistent cause of Tudor rebellions. It can be seen throughout the period, and even where religious motives were stated, it seems more likely that the men with power and resources were behind it, using religious propaganda to gain support. However, religion was also an important cause during the middle of the period. Finally, during economic crises poverty and economic problems were enough to make the people rebel to gain a better deal but this was clearly not the most important cause throughout the period. Factions were the most consistent cause of Tudor rebellions, and also the most important, as people with resources could always launch a threatening rebellion.
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