How to write an A2 level essay
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QUESTION TYPES:
TWO STANDARD ESSAY QUESTIONS and ONE SOURCE QUESTION SO:
ESSAYS
· Designed to look at a particular part of the specification
· Seeking a judgement based on debate and evaluation
· Worth 25 marks
QUESTION STEMS INCLUDE:
· To what extent...
· How far...
· A quotation followed by ‘How valid is this assessment/view?’
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO?
· All answers should convey an argument
· Plan before beginning to write and make the argument clear at the start
· Show how factors interlink and make some judgements between them – synoptic links
· All comments must be supported by secure and precise evidence.

ONE NON STANDARD ESSAY QUESTION
· Covers the whole period or most of it
· Judgement based on debate and evaluation
· Same question stems
· Evidence needs to be selected from across the whole period
· You MUST:
· Emphasize the situation at the beginning and end of the period
· Identify key turning points
· Assess factors promoting change and continuity.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The failure of Henry’s foreign policy was undoubtedly due to his own failings. There is certainly some truth to this allegation, notwithstanding the obvious dichotomy surrounding his dual role as both chivalric king and husband and father to a dynasty. Whereas John Guy argues that Henry’s policy was necessitated by the needs to further his glory and weld his nobles to him, a point supported by Christine Carpenter, this argument is less than convincing in the light of his later change from 1518-20 to a ‘Peace Policy’. However it could certainly be argued that the warlike policy of 1512-13 was necessary to garner both the prestige needed to lay the foundations for this policy both at home and abroad. Whilst this argument has some potential the degree to which Henry chose to neglect his domestic policy in favour of war and the spoils of the chase would seem to imply the actions of a rash youth – in his own words Henry may well have been rebelling against the actions of his father’s counsel in the only way he could. His poem ‘Some say youth doth rule me’ would seem to support this interpretation.  
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