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Arrange hexagons into categories to explain causes of the Prague Spring. Then draw lines to show links between different points. 

Use your analysis to explain the most important reasons for the Prague Spring. 

 

The Warsaw Pact of 

1955 meant that 

countries in the 

Eastern bloc were 

occupied by Soviet 

forces.  

Novotny was 

unwilling to make 

any reforms in 

Czechoslovakia.   

Novotny’s resignation 

encouraged 

reformers in 

Czechoslovakia to 

press for change. 

Anthony Novotny was 

Czechoslovakia’s 

leader in 1957. He 

was from the USSR 

and was a hard line 

Communist.  Dubcek made reforms 

in Czechoslovakia 

from 1968 such as 

abolishing censorship 

and allowing the 

media to call for 

democracy. 

Countries in the 

Eastern bloc were 

pressing for reforms.   

The USSR was fearful 

of calls for reform as 

they were worried 

this would spread to 

other Eastern 

European countries. 

Dubcek had learned 

the lessons of the 

Hungarian uprising 

and did not want 

Czechoslovakia to 

pull out of the 

Warsaw Pact.   

 

As Dubcek had 

relaxed censorship 

attacks were made at 

the communist 

leadership, pointing 

out how corrupt and 

useless they were.   

The criticisms made 

of the Czech 

leadership in 1968 

became known as the 

Prague Spring 

because of all the 

new ideas spreading.   

 

Soviet and 
Czechoslovakian 
leaders could not 

agree on the future 

of reforms. 

Czech reformists 

even talked of 

allowing a new party 

called the Social 

Democrats to be set 

up to rival the 

Communist Party. 

 

In 1964 Khrushchev was 

replaced by Brezhnev as 

leader of the USSR. He had 

a reputation as a team-

player and was less likely 

to make rash decisions. 

By 1968 Novotny was 

replaced by Dubcek – a 

communist who believed 

in compromise rather 

than force. He called for 

‘socialism with a human 

face’.   

Opposition to 

communism in 

Czechoslovakia was led 

by intellectuals who felt 

that Communism had 

failed to lead the country 

forward.  


