The Cold War in Angola (1961-1991)
· In 1575, Portuguese settlers founded the Luanda in the Southern Congo. This would over time become Angola.
· Prior to this, the region was made up of completely disparate tribes with no unifying nation or government.
· Portugal’s main interest in owning the area came from its desire to expand its slave trade. 
· From 1580 to the 1820s, well over a million people from present-day Angola were exported as slaves to the New World, mainly to Brazil (another Portuguese colony) but also to the USA.
· Even after both World Wars, Portugal kept control of Angola, although its status changed from being a colony to an overseas province in 1951.
· Despite this shift, there was still substantial opposition to Portuguese rule.
· On December 10, 1956, the tiny underground Angolan Communist Party (PCA) merged with the Party of the United Struggle for Africans in Angola (PLUA) to form the People's Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA).
· Viriato da Cruz, the Secretary General of the PCA, was made Secretary General of the MPLA. He was an influential poet as well as a politician.
· The President of MPLA, Agosthino Neto, was an even more notable poet.
· In 1961, the MPLA begun a guerrilla war against the Portuguese.
· At the same time, the PAIGC, their equivalent organisation in Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde, started rebelling in those countries.
· Later in 1961, there were widespread revolts on coffee plantations in Angola, leaving 50,000 dead.
· This uprising forced Portugal to abolish forced labour, and was a major boon to the MPLA’s resistance movement.
· The revolts throughout their colonies were a major financial drain on Portugal, since the resistance showed no signs of being defeated soon.
· On 25th April 1974, Portugal’s right-wing dictator, Marcello Caetano, was overthrown in a bloodless coup.
· This coup is often called the Carnation Revolution because it was so peaceful.
· Shortly after taking power, the new government of Portugal promised independence to all of their colonies, including Angola.
· To streamline the independence process, the Portuguese established an interim government, with the goal of having them move Angola towards full independence in 1975. This government was made up of representatives from three different parties:
· The Marxist MPLA
· The Maoist UNITA
· The nationalist, pro-US FNLA.
· The USA was particularly keen to ensure that the MPLA and UNITA did not succeed in establishing an independent Communist Angola, so that Communism would not spread throughout Africa, as per the domino theory.
· This was especially important to them since the MPLA was receiving arms and aid from the USSR, and military instructors from Cuba.
· Cuba also sent ground troops; by late January 1976, there were 12,000 Cuban troops supporting the MPLA.
· Soviet aid to the MPLA was very limited because Moscow distrusted Neto and did not want to jeopardize the strategic arms control negotiations with the United States.
· In June 1974, China sent 120 military advisors to aid the FNLA.
· In January 1975, the USA began covertly funding the FNLA.
· They provided a total of $300,000.
·  Once the Portuguese withdrawal began, relations between the three parties broke down, and, in Spring 1975, a civil war began between them.
· In July 1975, US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger persuaded President Gerald Ford to increase US support of the FNLA. They sent:
· $25 million in supplies
· $16 million in arms
· Zaire also sent aid to the FNLA, because its dictator, Mobuto Sese Seko, feared that a Communist Angola could threaten his neighbouring authoritarian regime.
· South Africa feared an MPLA victory, because the MPLA were openly opposed to apartheid, so they armed forces to support the FNLA.
· Also, the South African territory of Namibia bordered Angola, and could be a target for a Communist takeover.
· By September 1975, both the USA and South Africa realised that the MPLA was winning the war.
· In response, South Africa sent troops into Angola on 14th October.
· The MPLA were winning not because they had superior numbers or weapons, or because of Cuban aid; rather, they were simply the best trained organisation.
· The MPLA leaders, Hultslander wrote, “were more effective, better educated, better trained and better motivated” than those of the FNLA and UNITA. “The rank and file also were better motivated.”
· In October 1975, the FNLA advanced towards Luanda.
· They were supported by South African troops.
· Luanda was defended from the attack by Cuban forces, and by November the FNLA had been forced to retreat from the city.
· In November 1975, the MPLA proclaimed the creation of the People’s Republic of Angola.
· Neto was declared President of the new nation.
· In February 1976, other African nations formally recognised the new regime, via the Organisation of African Unity.
· By March 1976, the MPLA had all but destroyed their opposition.
· In October 1976, Angola and the USSR ratified a twenty-year Treaty of Friendship. 
· Cuba also kept a strong relationship with Angola, even after it began withdrawing its troops in early 1977.
· When the withdrawal began, Cuba promised that is would send military aid to Angola should it face further threats, particularly from South Africa.
· On 21st May 1977, Nito Alves, a pro-Soviet MPLA politician and hard-line Communist, attempted to overthrow Neto in a coup.
· Alves claimed that the USSR supported his coup, but there is no further evidence of this.
· With help from Cuban troops, Neto successfully put down the coup, and killed Alves.
· This event drew Angola and Cuba even closer together.
· In retaliation to the coup, Neto ordered the killing of suspected followers and sympathisers of "orthodox communism" inside and outside the party.
· As many as 10,000 people were killed over the next two years as a result.
· The bond between Cuba and Angola would continue to grow after the coup:
· In 1988, Cuba had an all-time high of 52,000 troops stationed in Angola.
· Cuba provided Angola with experts in infrastructure development, health care and education.
· Cuba provided scholarships for 40,000 Angolan students to study in Cuba, so that they could learn the skills needed to improve Angola’s infrastructure themselves.
· As Angola moved towards Cuba, it moved away from the USSR. 
· This was mainly because Neto was a Socialist and a Nationalist, like Castro, but was not a committed Communist.
· In March 1977, the Katangans, Zairean exiles, invaded the southern Zairean province of Shaba. 
· They were, unbeknownst to Cuba, supported by the Angolan government.
· Zaïre’s dictator, Mobutu Sese Seko, called on African and Western countries for help. 
· At the behest of the USA and France, Morocco sent troops to Shaba aboard French military planes to aid Zaire. 
· The Katangans retreated to Angola. 
· The Cubans responded to the French-Moroccan intervention by halting their troop withdrawals from Angola. 
· Fidel Castro explained that this was “because we saw that a new threat had arisen.”
· The State Department reported that “toward the end of 1977, Cuba’s continuing military presence in Angola began to obstruct significantly the measured progress in US-Cuba relations.”
