The Congo Crisis (1960-1965)
· On 30th June 1960 the Republic of the Congo became independent from Belgium.
· Its Prime Minister was Patrice Lumumba.
· Its President was Joseph Kasavubu.
· Despite the independence, many Belgians still lived in the Republic of the Congo, and some white Belgian officers retained their roles in the Congolese army. 
· 100,000 Belgians lived in the capital of Leopoldville.
· On 5th July 1960 black Congolese army officers mutinied against the remaining white Belgian army officers.
· Attacks on white people and Europeans (especially Belgians) became commonplace.
· The mutiny destroyed the authority of the Congolese government and created a state of total panic.
· White people and Belgians, fearing for their safety, began fleeing the Congo.
· To deal with the crisis and protect their people, Belgium sent paratroopers into the Congo.
· This was an illegal act as the Congolese government had not given their permission beforehand.
· On 11th July 1960 Moise Tshombe, a Congolese politician, declared the wealthy Katanga province in southern Congo independent.
· This was a major economic blow to the Congo Republic as Katanga contained plentiful supplies of copper, # 60% of the world’s uranium and 80% of the world’s industrial diamonds.
· Tshombe was endorsed by European mineral companies because they thought Tshombe would give them a larger cut of the profits from mining in Katanga than Lumumba would.
· Tshombe was pro-Western and anti-communist.
· On 8th August 1960, Albert Kalonji, Chief of the Luba people, declared the Luba home of South Kasai independent, and named himself “King of the Congo”.
· Like Katanga, South Kasai was rich in diamonds.  
· “King” Kalonji received weapons shipments from the USSR. 
· Lumumba appealed to the UN for help.
· On 13th July 1960 the UN authorised the creation of an intervention force and demanded the withdrawal of all Belgian troops.
· The UN force had 100,000 troops and was given four main objectives:
· Restore and maintain law and order.
· Prevent other nations from getting involved in the crisis.
· Rebuild the Congolese economy.
· Restore political stability.
· The UN force was only allowed to fight in self-defence and were not allowed to take sides between Lumumba’s government and Tshombe’s government.
· Lumumba asked the UN to attack Tshombe, but they refused, as they didn’t want to take sides.
· Lumumba was infuriated, and so denounced the UN, accusing them of siding with Tshombe and the wealthy European mining companies who endorsed him.
· Lumumba decided to ask the USSR for help instead, and they agreed.
· They still continued supplying weapons to “King” Kalonji, however.
· Despite seeking Soviet aid, Lumumba was not a Communist, although the USA believed he was.
· With new weapons, provided by the USSR, Lumumba launched an attack on Katanga.
· The attack on Katanga was a disaster, prompting President Kasavubu to dismiss Lumumba.
· Lumumba, outraged, dismissed Kasavubu, despite having no authority to do so.
· Seeking to avoid a civil war, Colonel Joseph Mobutu took over the Congolese government in a coup-d’état. 
· The USA openly endorsed Mobutu.
· Lumumba fled to Stanleyville and declared it independent as well.
· Lumumba, seeking revenge, sent assassins to kill Mobutu, but the plot failed because the USA knew of it and warned Mobuto about it.
· Lumumba was killed by mercenaries (secretly working for Belgium and the USA) on 17th January 1961.
· The government in Stanleyville remained, despite having no leader.
· By the summer of 1961, four groups claimed to rule the Congo:
· Mobuto’s government in Leopoldville (the only officially recognised government).
· Lumumba’s supporters in Stanleyville.
· Tshombe’s government in Elizabethtown, Katanga.
· “King” Kalonji’s “monarchy” in Kasai.
· Fearing a civil war, the UN Security Council authorised their troops to use force to prevent such a war occurring.
· Fortunately, in August 1961, three of the four governments united to form a new government in Leopoldville. 
· Only Tshombe refused to join this group.
· The new Congolese government was led by Cyrille Adoula.
· Adoula’s first priority was to eliminate Tshombe.
· Adoula believed that Congo could never have peace as long as Tshombe ruled Katanga.
· Adoula asked the UN to give him military support for an attack on Katanga. They obliged.
· In August 1961, Adoula, with UN assistance, launched an attack on Katanga.
· 5,000 UN troops were involved.
· Several key strategic areas of Katanga were captured.
· Tshombe escaped to Rhodesia. 
· On 18th September 1961 UN Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld flew to Katanga to attempt to broker a cease-fire. However, his plane crashed on the way, killing him.
· Hammarskjöld was replaced as UN Secretary-General by U Thant.
· U Thant agreed to another attack on Katanga in December 1961.
· After the second attack, Tshombe met with Adoula to disscuss peace. These talks achieved very little.
· In late 1962 the UN attacked Katanga again, causing Tshombe to flee the Congo.
· In January 1963, Katanga was reunited with the rest of the Congo.
· After Katanga rejoined the rest of the Congo, a new government was established which gave more power to the Presidency.
· Kasavubu appointed Tshmobe as the interim Prime Minister of this government.
· Elections for a new Prime Minister were to be held on the 30th March 1963.
· Civil unrest continued to rise, until a new group, called the Simbas, rebelled. They were not a very well-organised group:
· They followed a very ill-defined popularist Communist ideology which took some inspiration from Maoism.
· They used “magic” to induct new members.
· They claimed that “magic spells” made them bulletproof.
· The Simbas violently attacked Western missionaries, who then requested UN interference. The UN began evacuating missionaries in response.
· The Simbas founded a new Communist state, the People’s Republic of the Congo, in Staleyville. It was supported by:
· The USSR (who supplied weapons).
· China (who also supplied weapons).
· Cuba (who supplied weapons as well as a team of 100 military and government advisors).
· To oppose the Simbas, Tshombe, backed by Mobutu, hired the same mercenaries that he had hired to help defend Katanga.
· These mercenaries were most white South Africans, and were famed as rapists, thugs and psychopaths.  
· The CIA supported these mercenaries.
· By the August 1964, the Simbas were losing ground.
· In November 1964, the Simba rounded up all of the remaining white people in Stanleyville and placed them under house arrest in a hotel.
· On 24th November, Beglian paratroopers were sent to rescue the hostages, as part of a joint Belgian-US operation called Operation Dragon Rouge.
· Operation Dragon Rouge was more than successful: not only were the hostages rescued, but the Simbas were forced out of Stanleyville.
· Operation Dragon Rouge left Tshombe looking weak and ineffective, as he had been unable to rescue the hostages without foreign help.
· In October 1965, Kasavubu dismissed Tshombe.
· Civil war seemed likely again.
· On 25th November 1965 Mobutu orchestrated another coup-d’état. This time he removed the President and Prime Minister and made himself the sole dictator of the Republic of the Congo (which he renamed Zaire in 1971).
· Mobutu remained in this position until his death in 1997. However, this was not a good outcome for the Congolese people.
· He established an autocratical, authoritarian one-party dictatorship.
· He built a cult-of-personality around himself.
· He infamously embezzled vast sums of money, much of it US aid, whilst his country spiralled into debt and inflation.
· His reign was characterised by widespread human rights violations.
· He gave most positions in government to his family members, particularly his sons.
· Despite his nepotism, dictatorship and embezzlement, Mobutu continued to be endorsed by the USA because he was anti-Communist.
· UN action in this crisis has often been criticised:
· France, Belgium and the USSR refused to pay their part of the cost of the Congo operation, which nearly bankrupted the UN.
· The UN had taken sides in the conflict, despite what it had promised.
· Hammerskjöld was accused of being too aggressive and of over-reaching the UN’s authority.
· Mobutu remained in power, which not beneficial to the Congolese people themselves.
· However, the UN did technically achieve all of its aims:
· Civil war had been avoided. 
· The Congo had not become a Soviet satellite.
· The Congo was united.
· Political stability was restored.
· In addition, the UN humanitarian program had prevented widespread disease and famine.
