U.S. – Cuban Relations, 1959-1962
	Cuban Policy Decision
	U.S. Counter
	Cuban Retaliation

	Castro visits the U.S. and meets with Vice-President Nixon (April 1959)
	Nixon memo of visit says that Castro is either “incredibly naïve about Communism or under Communist discipline” (April, 1959)
	

	Agrarian Reform Law Promulgated (May 1959)
	State Department protests seizure of US property without compensation (May, 1959)
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	Trade Agreement with USSR (Feb 1960)
	
	

	Castro blames US for explosion of cargo vessel La Coubre in Havana harbour (March 1960)
	Castro’s accusations terms “irresponsible” by State Dept. Gen. Eisenhower authorises training of Cuban exile force in Guatemala (March 1960)
	

	First shipment of Soviet crude oil arrives for refining in American-owned companies (May 1960)
	US Government pressures American-owned oil companies to refuse to refine the “Red” petroleum (May 1960)
Sugar quota is suspended for remainder of year (July 1960)
Meeting of OAS in San José, Costa Rica, condemns intervention by extracontinental force as endangering American solidarity (Aug 1960)
US embargo of exports to Cuba (October, 1960)
	Castro seizes and nationalises American-owned oil companies (May 1960)
American sugar mills seizes and nationalised (Aug 1960); Castro nationalises remainder of UC-owned properties (October 1960)
Cuba walks out of OAS meetings (Aug 1960)

	Castro requests that US Embassy staff be reduced to 11 members claiming that spies exist (Jan 1961)
	Eisenhower severs diplomatic relations saying he has had enough (Jan 1961)
Bay of Pigs invasion (April 1961)
	Raul Roa delivers charges against U.S. before UN Secretary Council of economic aggression and imminent military attack (Jan 1961)

	Castro announces his conversion to Marxism-Leninism in speech (Dec 1961)
	Castro is excluded from OAS (Jan 1962)
Embargo impose by US and OAS (Feb – March 1962)
	Erection of Soviet missiles in Cuba (Summer 1962)
Castro’s Second Declaration of Havana coins phrase “The duty of every revolutionary is to make revolution.”
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