With reference to this source and your own understanding of the historical context, assess the value of Source A to an historian in explaining the USA’s attitude towards China by 1949. [10 marks]

Source A: From an article written by Mao in August 1949, as the USA withdrew its diplomatic presence from China
The war to turn China into a US colony, a war in which the United States supplies the money and guns, and Jiang Jieshi the men, to fight for the United States and slaughter the Chinese people, has been an important component of the US imperialist policy of worldwide aggression since the Second World War. The three main targets are Europe, Asia and the Americas. China, the centre of gravity in Asia, is a large country with a population of 475 million; by seizing China, the United States would possess all Asia. With its Asian front consolidated, US imperialism could concentrate its forces on attacking Europe. 
Analysis: The following sentence starters are for you to use (or not use) as far as you want to. The blue sentences are ideas to indicate judgement throughout your response, but the wording can change to fit your analysis.

On the whole this source is more valuable/limited …. this is largely owing to… (no more than two sentences to explain this!)

The provenance of the source is largely/partially valuable/limited (select what you deem appropriate). 
[Consider the purpose, audience, author and timing of the source. Make sure to link back to the question.]
A value of the provenance would be… 
It is limited, however, as …

The content of the source is mostly valuable/limited…
[Consider what claims are being made in the source. Can you use your contextual knowledge to support these? Are there any that are clearly inaccuracies or oversights? Why is this and why does that limit a historian studying the US attitude towards China?]
For instance, an accuracy of the source is the suggestion that … this is valuable to a historian studying US attitudes to China because …
On the other hand, the claim that …. is not accurate as… this could be considered a limitation of the source as…

The tone is far more valuable/limited that limited/valuable
[Include short quotes to indicate what tone/language is incorporated here. For instance “aggression”, “seizing” and “imperialism.” Make sure to link back to the question.]
The tone, on the whole, is … (indicate the general feel and why this may be).
A value in this could be …
Despite this, there is limitation regarding…

Overall, the source is valuable/limited in studying US attitudes towards China by 1949 (add a couple of sentences here to reiterate the judgement and wrap your response up).
