R&R Depth Study
Politics and culture of Athens revision notes 

Chapter 1 - Athenian Political and Social Structure

Oligarchy, Tyranny and Democracy
· Most Greek city states (including Sparta as well as Athens up to the 6th Century) were run by oligarchies
· Sparta promoted oligarchies they could do business with, but were also traditionally opposed to tyrannies
· Many educated Athenians were opposed to their democracy, calling it the ‘rule of the mob’. As a result, most sources (as the privileged were educated, and the educated were the only ones who could write) were anti-democratic. This didn’t necessarily reflect the opinions of most Athenians at the time

Citizenship and Non-citizenship
· The polis of Athens consisted of approximately 1,000 square miles of territory in Attica
· The overwhelming majority of inhabitants were not citizens;
2. Until 451, an Athenian citizen was an adult male over the age of 18 who had inherited his citizenship from his citizen father (after this date, one had to have two citizen parents, thus making the law tighter).
2. This excluded women, slaves and immigrants (metics)
2. Metics had some legal rights, but must have an Athenian sponsor and pay a monthly tax
2. Women were regarded as minors in Athenian law
2. Slaves had very few legal rights at all
2. None of them had political rights
· During the 5th Century Athens had a population of up to 30,000 of which between 10 and 20 percent were citizens

The Development of the Democratic System
· In 594/3 Solon was elected as the eponymous archon (a magistrate who changed annually, who played a major role in the administration of the city). There were nine senior archons per year, and the eponymous one gave his name to the year.
· Solon reformed the Athenian political structure to help increase social mobility in order to prevent a revolution 
· He divided citizens into four classes; the pentakosiomedimnoi (big land-owners), hippeis (wealthy), zeugitai (middle class) and the thetes (plebs)
· He also gave every citizen the right to sit in the ecclesia, which gave them a say in the rule of law
· Solon is also credited with reforming and then publishing the Athenian legal code
· This was not yet a democracy, as the thetes could not hold any political position and the power remained consolidated in the hands of nine archons and the Council of the Areopagus (made up of ex-archons)
· Solon’s reforms did not help stop the seizing of power by aristocrat Peisistratus who went on to rule Athens until his death in 527.
· In 527 and was succeeded by his son Hippias who was, in turn, driven out. This left a power vacuum eventually filled by two factions; one led by Cleisthenes on behalf of the wealthy  and the other faction intended to help the people. 
· Cleisthenes divided Athens into ten tribes (increasing the number from four) and he made sure that the tribes drew people from all across Athens using a system based around demes in city districts. 
· Cleisthenes also introduced the boule, and each year 50 men from each tribe were selected by lot to serve on the boule. 
· The ten tribes also made up the ten regiments in the Athenian army, from which ten generals were elected
· Greek victory in the Persian Wars helped to strengthen democracy, as once Themistocles realised the importance of their navy it soon became clear that the poorer men in Athens would make up the bulk of the rowers.
· However, the wealthy still remained the most powerful (even after Cleisthenes’ reforms) through the Council of the Areopagus, and only the changes made by Ephialtes and Pericles in the 460s and 450s did that change
· In 487, the Athenians stopped electing archons and began selecting them by lot from a list of 500 candidates
· Ephialtes introduced further reforms to the Areopagus which limited their juridstiction to just court cases involving murder and offences agaisnt the gods
· This may have led to his murder soon after, and Pericles emerged as Athens’ lead reformer and the dominant political figure in Athens until his death in 429
· Pericles introduced payment for jurors and allowed zeugitai to be archons, but also limited citizenship to only those people with two citizen parents. This shows his capability of balancing the reformists and the conservatives in Athens. 

The Workings of the Democratic System

· The Boule
1. This body aimed to be highly representative by selecting fifty councillors by lot every year and ensuring each deme had a fixed number of councillors
1. The council met every day in the bouleuterion, to prepare motions for the ecclesia and oversee the implementation of the ecclesia’s decisions
1. One key feature was the pytany system; a prytany was a period of 35 or 36 days in which one tribe were the primary tribe in charge of the boule and were called the prytaneis. Even these were chosen by lot, although every tribe served once in the civil year. Each morning one of the prytaneis was chosen by lot to be the epistates

1. Magistrates
2. There were approximately 700 magistrates serving in Attica each year (excluding the councillors in the boule)
2. These magistrates (archons) were selected by lot to serve on boards for one year. You had to be over thirty and could only hold a specific post once (though there were some exceptions, notably for generals).
2. Magistrates were scrutinised before their year in office in a test called the dokimasia, and after their year in office in a report called the euthunai. 
2. Magistrates could be taken to court for poor conduct in office, and would receive a heavy fine if guilty. 

1. The Assembly (Ecclesia)
3. Any citizen could attend the ecclesia
3. A requirement of a quorum of 6,000 citizens was put in place which indicates the number of people expected to attend the assembly
3. The assembly met at dawn, four times per prytany, and some meetings had specific purposes; for example, each prytany had a principal assembly which would call for a vote of confidence in the magistrates
3. The right to speak was fundamental to citizenship and voting was normally done by a show of hands, although for important matters secret ballots were held with black and white voting pebbles
3. Rhetoric was of paramount importance

 


Ostracism
· Ostracism was first used in 487 as a safeguard against the return of tyranny, and was merely a preventative measure and did not convict citizens of any crime
· The process of ostracism could be triggered in December whereupon the assembly returned in February or March to enact the ostracism
· Some of Athens’ leading men were ostracised including Aristides, Themistocles and Cimon and the first to be ostracised was Hipparchus.
· Pericles allegedly engineered the ostracism of his rival Thucydides
· Nicias and Alcibiades cheated the system by conspiring together to avoid their own ostracism and managed to get Hyperbolus (a third politician) ostracised, following which the Athenians never used ostracism again because they didn’t believe Hyperbolus was important enough to have been ostracised. 

The Law Courts
· The pride of Athenian society 
· There were two types of lawsuits; dike (in which a citizen claimed to be the victim of an offense) and graphe (in which a citizen claimed a third party was the victim of an offense)
· There were no professional judges or lawyers so prosecutors and defendants spoke for themselves (occasionally assisted by unpaid speakers) and they were timed by a water clock which insured that both parties spoke for the same length of time. 
· Cases were held and judged on one day
· Dikasts (citizens selected by lot) acted as judge and jury and there could be any number of jurors between 201 and 1,501. 
· 6,000 dikasts were chosen every year

Athens as the Leader of an Empire, and her Treatment of Allied States
· Athens is often accused of acting tyrannically towards their allied states, despite (or because of) their imposition of democracy
· Several sources highlight Athenian poor decision-making with regards to their empire;
2. Including the Mytilenean Debate in Thucydides and the undermining of oligarchic elite in the Old Oligarch

The Changing Nature of Leadership in the 5th Century
· After the death of Pericles in 429 the quality of leadership in Athens declined dramatically
· Cleon and Alcibiades are particular problems

The Role of Non-Citizens at Athens
· Metics
1. Metics had no political rights, but did have some legal rights and participated in various aspects of the cultural life of the city and played significant roles in religious festivals. Metics were expected to assist the Athenian army
1. There could have been up to 20,000 metics living in Athens, and famous ones include Cepahlus (whose house is the setting of Plato’s Republic) and Aspasia
1. Slaves
2. Slaves had no political rights whatsoever, but did have some minimal legal rights;
1. They could seek refuge at religious sanctuaries if they were being treated unfairly and a state official would deal with that complaint. 
. Slaves provided labour in farms or mines so that Athenians could lead a privileged life
. Slaves also did household duties, and sometimes earned a wage on behalf of their master
· Women 
. Women were regarded as minors in Athenian law and had no political rights and limited legal rights. Beyond this women could be citizens, metics or slaves.
. Women were uneducated and are, thus, a lost voice in Athens
. Women played an important role in terms of fertility and religion, which is clear through the presence of festivals like the Thesmophoria
Chapter 1 - sources 
Aristophanes 
· Thesmophoriazusae 786-800, 830-842 (411BC)
1. Euripides reveals that women cheat and drink behind their husbands backs and so decides to get revenge.
1. 786-800 talks about men blaming women for everything and gets the response that women are better than men
1. 830-842 talks about why women deserve more recognition and should be treated depending on the success of their sons 
1. Wasps 891-1008 (422BC)
2. Scene where the dog is put on trial and procleon is adamant that he should be convicted, against the will of anticleon. He is only acquitted after anti-cleon swaps around the voting jars. Procleon faints upon being told that the dog is not guilty 
2. Shows the level of corruption in the court system 
1. Knights 147-395 (424BC)
3. Paphlagonian (cleon) is outwitted by Demosthenes and a sausage-seller who highlight how he appeals to the people with words and is corrupt
Aristotle
· The Athenian constitution 23-28
1. 23 talks about the formation of the Delian league, the building of the walls and the aftermath of the persian wars. 
1. 25 Reforms of Areopagus, exile of Themistocles and murder of Ephialtes
1. 26 mentions the 451 citizenship law and the issue of Cimon vs the demagogues 
1. 27 reforms of Pericles in the form of jury pay (stated to be a method to combat Cimon’s lavish liturgies) and the growth of judicial corruption ‘After this judicial corruption began’. Also blames the deterioration of the courts on the selection of the ordinary people rather than the ‘better sort’ for jury service. 
1. 28 states that the constitution became worse after the death of Pericles. Also talks about the distinguished and people being championed by different people. 
Euripides
· Hippolytus
1. Play about Hippolytus whose mother (Phaedra) falls in love with him, thanks to Aphrodite. Phaedra’s secret gets out and so she kills herself and leaves a note claiming that Hippolytus raped her. Theseus finds this letter and flips, cursing Hippolytus by poseidon and banishing him. Hippolytus is dashed against the rocks and brought back to Theseus where Artemis tells the whole truth, everyone apologises and Hippolytus dies. 

The Old Oligarch - Pseudo Xenophon
· Constitution of Athens 
1. Not overly positive. Speaks initially about how he doesn’t like it ‘preferring the interests of bad men to those of good men’. However, does say it is far as it is thanks to the rowers and the poor that Athens has her power. Talks about generals not being drawn by lot and so actually being qualified. ‘But among the common people are the greatest ignorance, ill-discipline, and depravity’. Speaks about how bad laws are better for the people as good laws work in the favour of those who write them, and so bad laws protect those who are poor and unaware. And protects them from ‘plunging into slavery’. States freedoms must be given to slaves and metics as they are the backbone of the navy and without them Athens has very few motivated workers. Also mentions how democracy is essential to running an empire, and the courts prevent a grown in anti-Athenian resentment and inequality. The hoplite army in athens is stated as being weak, but still stronger than all those in the empire and among the allies. Also talks about how the dominance in the sea is more important than over land in terms of trade, imports and transport for men and assault forces. Talks about the benefits of an island for the Athenians. Criticises democracy for a lack of accountability. States that he does not like the democracy but the Athenians have made it work following the constitution. Talks about the courts being very busy and the pivotal role they play in all aspects of Athenian life. States that the constitution fits democracy perfectly and can hardly be improved whilst maintaining democracy.
Plato
· Apology 
1. See notes

Plutarch
· Pericles 11, 14-15, 30, 32, 36-37
1. 11 Speaks of how the Athenians feared the power of Pericles and so promoted Thucydides to balance the scales. Also mentions Pericles’ response which was to appease the people by means of creating more paid soldiers and seamen.
1. 14-15 the people, stirred by Thucydides, tell Pericles he has spent too much to which he replies that instead of charging his works to the public treasury he would pay for it all and it could all be named after him. The people loved this response, told him he could have full access to the treasury and also voted to ostracise Thucydides. Talks of pericles having supreme control and ‘using the people's hopes and fears as if they were rudders’. 
1. 30 Talks about Pericles’ hate of Megara and refusal to remove or turn away the tablet inscribed with the decree.
1. 32 talks about the trials of anaxagoras and Aspasia and Pericles’ fear and attempts to divert attention to the brewing war, rather than to trials implicating him.
1. 36-37 Talks about Xanthippus borrowing money on Pericles’ behalf (without his knowledge) and raging at him when Pericles took the creditor to court. Javelin story. Talks about all of his family dying and his attempts to revoke the law whereby legitimate children were only those with two parents who were citizens (5000 people had been sold into slavery under this law when they tried to claim corn). This was accepted by the people and he had his illegitimate son Pericles the younger legitimised (he would later be executed after the failure to retrieve the dead after Arginusae)

1. Nicias 3.1-2, 11
2. 1-2 ‘he owed his advancement mainly to the backing of the richest and most prominent Athenians’. Talks about Nicias rising to power after the death of Pericles and his victory in terms of support over Cleon. 
2. 11 ostracism of Alcibiades and Nicias, the first for his lifestyle and lawless nature, and the second for his wealth. ‘Contest between the younger generation who wanted war, and the older who were for peace’. Ostracism fell oh Hyperbolus in the end. Ostracism was never used again as it was seen to have been degraded by this action. 

1. Alcibiades 10, 16, 19, 20.2-4, 34
3. 10 Speaks of Alcibiades’ first public appearance and his military success, birth and wealth opening all doors. Also mentions his ability to speak very well. 
3. 16 talks about Alcibiades’ lawless and flamboyant nature and the differing reactions, both strongly positive and negative to this. 
3. 19 talks about the mutilation of the hermes, the profanation of the Eleusinian mysteries and the suspended trial. 
3. 20.2-4 talks about the peoples anger when they are riled up about the issues surrounding the mysteries and the hermes. Also talks about the rage of the people and how all those who could think for themselves knew the accusations were false, but this had no effect on the general populace.
3. 34 talks about how Alcibiades restored the tradition of walking to elucinia to carry out the ceremony of the eleusinian mystery which had not been done since decelea was fortified and in the process won the respect of the people and great renown. 


Thucydides
· The history of the Peloponnesian war 2.34-46, 3.36-50
1. 2.34-46 Pericles’ funeral oration 431BC. Begins by praising Athens herself and the way of life a democracy and courts. Then speaks about the superiority of Athens’ military programme over that of Sparta. Then goes back to how Athens is so much better than everyone else in every way. Then goes on to praise the fallen. Then finally addresses the parents of the fallen, their brothers and sons and finally the women who have been widowed. 
1. Diodotus and Cleon argue over whether or not they should kill the Mytilenians twice in 427 BC. Cleon wins the first day, and then Diodotus wins the second day and they don’t kill the Mytilenians.
1. ‘In all the cities the democracy is friendly to you’ - Diodotus argues against the death penalty
Xenophon 
· Poroi 2.1-2, 5
1. ‘The metics are our finest resource’. Talks about the role of the metics and how to keep them interested in staying in Athens. 










Chapter 2 - The Influences of New Thinking and Ideas on Athenian Society 
An intellectual revolution:
· Began in the 6th century in Ionian cities, e.g. Thales of Miletus who said that all life was born of water
· Democritus developed his Atom theory in the 400s
· Anaximander wrote the first map in the early 500s BC
· Anthropology and ethnography emerged around this time along with medicine led by hippocrates (460-370)
· Beliefs about the gods were challenged by Xenophanes who claimed that if horses had gods then they would look like horses, he also disliked that poets portrayed gods with human flaws, he believed that gods were perfect and blameless (as socrates did later)

The Sophists:
· By the middle of the 5th century artists and intellectuals were moving to Athens to popularise new learning, e.g. Anaxagoras was the first to arrive (460BC)
· Sophists were professional teachers who made money by teaching privately or giving public lectures 
· Sophists travelled widely and taught a wide variety of subjects
· Protagoras, the most famous sophist in Athens focused on Law and Government (430s). Believed that there were absolute truths (relativism)
· Hippias and Prodicus were other Sophists from the time 

The sophists and rhetoric 
· Studying rhetoric was pivotal as it was a keystone to democracy and the assembly
· Gorgias came to Athens in 427 and gave an address to the assembly 
· Plato and Xenophon (two of Socrates’ students) wanted to seperate Socrates from the sophists, who they blamed for Socrates’ death, however it is possibly that they simply resented the sophists for teaching everyone and not only the elite
· Socrates did not believe it was right to charge to share ones wisdom and goes as far as to compare them to prostitutes in Memorabilia (by Xenophon)
· Plutarch states that Pericles’ son did not  like the way Pericles engaged with the sophists, suggesting the criticism of sophists predated Socrates’ execution.   
· Sophists provided a higher education in a variety of fields

Drama and the Sophists:
Aristophanes’ clouds
· Play is a satire of the sophists and their behaviour, with Socrates characterised as their leader
· In the apology Plato suggests that Clouds contributed to the negative perception of Socrates
· Socrates presented as an amalgamation of Sophists which contrasted with the real socrates who never taught in a school, never charged for his services and did not teach science, grammar or rhetoric 
· The play indicates that the sophists teach an unscrupulous form of rhetoric 

Tragedy and the sophists
· Sophistic influence on tragedy is more subtle 
· Euripides is most influenced by the sophists and shows a keen influence in arguments that are clever but morally questionable
· Parallels with the sophist thinking can be seen in the Hippolytus with the nurse and in the trial scene between Theseus and Hippolytus, and when Hippolytus threatens to break his oath of silence by saying ‘it was my tongue that swore it, no oath binds my heart’.

Socrates:
· Most of our knowledge about socrates comes from Plato and Xenophon who both met him in their teens and went on to be his students
· Socrates was originally a stone cutter and served in the army as a hoplite 
· As an old man he claimed to be poor despite having had money as a youth 

Socrates’ philosophical method
· Socrates was most famous for his method of inquiry (elenchus - a greek word meaning to cross-examine) which he compared to giving birth 
· Socrates also compares his relationship to Athens to that of a gadfly which bites a horse 
· Socrates incurred strong perceptions, either very positive or negative 

Socrates and democracy 
· Xenophon and plato both present Socrates as being against democracy as he believed the democratic system relied on unskilled people and did not provide opportunities for citizens to develop expertise
· Socrates also believed people were not educated enough to vote for the right things 
· In the republic he suggests philosopher kings should rule over the rest
· Gives the examples of a boat owner and how only the navigator knows what he’s doing and should be in charge (Socrates and the philosophers) and an animal trainer who has to control a large beast (the sophists trying to control the people)

Trial and Execution
· Socrates was put on trial in 399 as a scapegoat of the surviving members of the brutal oligarchy who could not be prosecuted due to a general amnesty 
· Found guilty by a majority of 60 
· Refused to escape jail in the days before his death 

 


Chapter 2 - sources 
Aristophanes
· Clouds 92-118, 814-1302 (423BC)
1. 98-118 states that Zeus does not exist and the rain, thunder and lightning come from the clouds instead
1. The presentation of Socrates in Clouds is that of a sophist. Introduces Socrates on a deus ex machina , has him investigate the skies, and argues that the Clouds are gods, but Zeus is not. 
1. The Weaker and Stronger Argument fight, and when the Weaker Argument wins, it is evidence of sophistry being prevalent, and the importance of rhetoric.
Aristotle (4th Century)
· Rhetoric 1402a
1. ‘Making the worse appear the better argument’ almost directly quotes The Clouds and Plato’s Apology
Gorgias (late 5th century to early 4th century)
· Encomium of Helen
1. (6) highlights the three ways in which Helen will have gone to Troy ‘by force reduced or by words seduced or by love possessed’. Both force and seduction can be easily made to appear like Paris’ fault, as opposed to Helen’s, but ‘love possessed is clearly to do with Helen’s feelings
1. (15 -19) Gorgias explains how loving Paris was not Helen’s fault, but the gods, thus excusing her behaviour completely. (19) ‘If, being a god, Love has the divine power of the gods, how could a lesser being reject and refuse it?’
1. This type of sophistry was seen to be denying truth or long held beliefs, and appeared to be a thought exercise in defending the indefensible which supports a lot of Plato’s notions about sophistry. This is further emphasised when Gorgias describes the speech as a ‘diversion to myself’ (19)
Plato
· Gorgias 452d-e, 459b-c (380BCE)
1. 452d-e talks about the power of rhetoric and how it makes everyone ‘the slave of the man who wields it’ 
1. 459b-c Socrates states how the ignorant can persuade a crowd he knows more than the expert by using the ‘discovered trick of persuasion’
1. Hippias Major 282b-e (390BCE)
2. Socrates and Hippias speak of how much money the sophists made and how the old rhetoricians were too simple minded and didn’t realise how valuable money was 
1. Protagoras 31d-e (380BCE)
3. Claims sophistry is an old art but in the past it was disguised as poetry or prophecies or music due to its unpopularity
1. Republic 6.488-489, 6.493 (380BCE)
4. 6.488-89 socrates gives the analogy of a ship’s captain and his crew. The captain who is not able to captain the ship properly, and the crew who fight amongst each other, refuse to accept that one can learn how to sail a ship, and worship the man who can control the captain - praising him for his seamanship and ability to navigate. Whilst this is going on the man who can navigate would be viewed as a star gazer and a word spinner. In 489 socrates has a conversation with Adeimantus where he compares the politicians as those ruling the sailors while visionaries such as him are cast aside. Also says that people should use philosophers not the other way around, similarly to the way in which people would use a doctor. 
4. 6.493 Socrates likens sophistry to taming an animal - you learn what the animal likes and dislikes, but not what is good and bad, only judging things by the reaction it receives. This reactive nature is likened to the playrights, poets and politicians who do not know right and wrong and only know what the mass do and don’t like. 
Xenophon (371BCE)
· Memorabilia 1.1.16, 1.6.13, 1.1.3, 1.2.62  (probably after 371)
1. 1.1.16 lists all of the things that socrates looks at in pairs of opposites
1. 1.6.13 Socrates speaks to Antiphon the sophist and likens sophistry to prostitution, selling yourself and in this case your knowledge for money
1. 1.1.3 xenophon defends the idea that socrates introduced new deities, by saying he didn’t introduce anything and rather it is all the work of the gods 
1. 1.2.62 the laws and injustices of Socrates’ penalty lists all of the things that carried the death penalty and states that Socrates could not have been further from these things.



















Chapter 3 - Art and Architecture and their Significance in the Culture of Athens 
The Athenian building programme
· After the Persian sackings of Athens in 480 and 479, the Athenians swore an oath not to rebuild the temples on the Acropolis. They left the acropolis in a state of ruin to remind them of how close they came to destruction. 
· By 449 the situation with Persia had changed and Pericles promoted a building programme under Pheidias the architect who had sculpted the gold and ivory statue of Athena for the Parthenon. 
· Pericles proposed spending the tax from the delian league on the funds which received great uproar, however, after he proposed to pay for it all himself the people allowed it to be built with public funds
· The works were relatively unpopular and drove jealousy against Pericles and Pheidias who was prosecuted in c.437 (according to Plutarch)
· The Buildings were made from pure marble and painted decorative and bright colours, whilst the majority of the people in Attica were living in mud huts

The Acropolis 
· Acropolis is traditionally a central rock in a city or town that could be used as a central point and a last stand in the case of an invasion 
· Two different building types; the Doric and the Ionic. These were distinguished by the differing column types, the Doric having simple curved columns, whilst the ionic had more delicate volutes (curves). The Doric buildings were seen as sturdier and more masculine whilst the ionic were more intricate and feminine. 

The Temple of Athena Nike 
· Ionic
· Built during the 420s, was a temple to Athena Nike, the goddess of Victory 
· Relatively simple design out of marble with images of battles against the Persians and Corinthians at Megara
· The image of Athena does however not have wings and traditional images do, perhaps suggesting that Victory will never fly and leave Athens
The Propylaea
· Formed the entrance to the Acropolis and a gateway between the profane and sacred
· Built between 437-432 out of marble 
The statue of Athena Promachos 
· Large bronze statue of Athena Promachos (Athena who fights at the front of the line)
· Built around the 450s, before the building programme, but was the work of Pheidias 
The Parthenon
· Dedicated to Athena Parthenos (Athena the maiden)
· Peripteral (standard temple design) design with columns surrounding the naos (central prayer room)
· Largest temple ever built at the time, bigger than that to Zeus at Olympia 
· Built from solid marble, most temples were built with limestone and then covered in marble as it was cheaper
· Key areas of detail were the pediment (triangular bit at either end) and the metopes (bits in between each column in the roof)
5. The metopes:
1. Include a number of key depictions, with a different myth being shown on each side. 
1. The sack of Troy
1. The fight between the Centaurs and the Lapiths 
1. The attempt of the giants to take over Olympus 
1. The fight against the Amazons
1. These can be seen as attempts by a foreign enemy to disrupt organised and civilised life and so is a portrayal of the war against the Persians, the victory over whom the Athenians credit to themselves.
· The Pediments:
0. The pediments have not survived well and are only partial
0. The back (which actually faced the entrance) pediment portrays the battle between Poseidon and Athena for control of Athens 
0. The front (actually the one visitors would see second) depicts the unusual birth of Athena, leaping from Zeus’ skull after it is split open by Hephaestus after he complains about a headache 
· The Frieze (bit around the top) 
1. Feature of an ionic temple which had been mixed with the usual Doric features. 
1. The frieze depicts the Panathenaic procession and shows the evolving event around the frieze
· The statue of Athena Parthenos stands in the naos 12m tall and made of gold and ivory (gold for the clothing and ivory for the skin) 
The Erechtheum 
· Named after Erectheus a legendary king of Athens
· Dedicated to Athena Polias ‘Athena defender of the city’
· Inside was a sacred olive wood statue of Athena and spaces for the worship of her and other gods, namely Poseidon
· Construction did not begin until the late 420s and was uncomplete in 409
The Odeon of Pericles 
· Partially excavated building that is believed to have been commissioned by Pericles for use as a roofed concert hall 
· Very little known about it as it is only partly excavated.

The Agora 
· The agora was the central square in the city with the Panathenic Way running across it and up to the Acropolis 
· The centre of the square remained mostly empty, however around the edge there were several key buildings:
2. Democratic buildings
2. The stoa of Zeus Eleutherios (covered walkway)
2. The Hephaestion (temple to Hephaestus and Athena)
2. Kerameikos (area where many potters worked)

Attica 
· Eleusis was developed being one of the most important sites for religious worship in Attica during the time of Pericles
· A temple to Poseidon was also built in Sounion (over the site where one had been destroyed by the persians), a place all ships would have to pass to enter piraeus 
2. It depicted the following:
1. The battle of the centaurs and the lapiths 
1. The battle of the giants and the gods
1. The labours of Theseus 
· There was also a temple built to Athena down the hill from Sounion (again over the site where one had been destroyed by the persians)
· At Thorikos a stoa (roofed colonnade), probably to demeter but not 100%, was built 
· At Brauron a sanctuary to artemis was partially built in the 420s but never finished. There was also a sanctuary built on the Acropolis, showing the importance of the cult of Artemis at Brauron 
· At Rhamnous a temple to Nemesis began construction but was again interrupted by the peloponnesian war and never finished.

Back of the Parthenon is called the opisthodomos 

Chapter 3 - sources
Pausanias (2nd Century AD)
· Description of Greece 1.24.5,7 and 1.28.2
1. 1.24.5.7, Describes the statue itself as being made of ‘ivory and gold’
0. The plinth of the statue has the birth of Pandora on it
0. The temple is split between the are most people see as being the birth of Athena with the ‘other end’ depicting ‘the quarrel of Poseidon with Athena’ over Athens
0. 1.28.2, ‘The Athenians have two dedications from the tithe of war-spoils’, one of which is a bronze statue of Athena ‘derived from the Persian landing at Marathon’ by Phidias
0. Talks about the engravings on the statue - the battle of Lapiths and Centaurs on the shield
0. ‘The spear point and helmet crest of Athena can actually be seen by people sailing from Sunium’
0. ‘The most noteworthy of Phidias’ works is a statue of Lemnian Athena, so called after the people who dedicated it’ 
1. Plutarch (late 1st Century - early 2nd Century AD)
1.  Pericles 12-14, 31
1. 12-14, ‘But there was one measure above all which gave the greatest pleasure to the Athenians…. Pericles’ construction of temples and public buildings’
1. However he is also ‘slandered and misrepresented’ for transferring the treasury at Delos to Athens which was how he was able to build the temples. This also upset many other Greek states
1. Pericles argued that the ‘Athenians were not obliged to give allies any account of how their money was spent’ as long as they kept the Persians away
1. Pericles wanted everyone to ‘share in the national wealth’, not just those who were fit for military service
1. They used ’stone, bronze, ivory, gold, ebony, and cypress wood’ as materials
1. The buildings were ‘as imposing in their sheer size  as they were inimitable in the grace of their outlines’ 
1. ‘The entire project was carried through in the high summer of one man’s administration’
1. Phidias oversaw the ‘whole enterprise’, although other architects were involved like Callicrates and Ictinus who were the architects overseeing the Parthenon and Coroebus who started to build the temple of initiation at Eleusis
1. Callicrates also built the third Long Wall which ran between the other two on Pericles’ advice
1. The Odeon of Pericles was ‘said to be an exact reproduction of the King of Persia’s pavilion’ 
1. Cratinus (a comic playwright) makes fun of both of these works
1. ‘The Propylaea, or portals of the Acropolis, of which Mnesicles was the architect, were finished in the space of five years’. A miracle occurred during the building of it in which a workman ‘slipped and fell from a great height’ and ‘lay for some time severely injured’ until Pericles was instructed by a goddess in a dream the correct course of treatment which saw the man ‘easily and quickly healed’ 
1. 31
1. Talks about the attack on Pericles through the law courts via Phidias
1. Phidias had been ‘entrusted...with the contract for producing the great statue of Athena’ 
1. People convinced Menon (an artist of Phidias’) to ‘ask for protection from the state in return for laying information against Phidias which he was granted
1. He was charged on embezzlement which was not proved because ‘from the beginning, on Pericles’ advice, the gold used for the statue had been superimposed and laid it around it in such a way that it could all be taken off and weighed, and this is what Pericles now ordered the prosecutors to do’ 
1. ‘The fame of Phidias’ work still served to arouse jealousy against him’ especially regarding the relief of the Battle of the Amazons. 
1. Thus, Phidias was ‘cast into prison where he fell sick and died’ possibly from poisoning be enemies of Pericles 
1. Menon was made ‘exempt from taxes and public burdens and the generals were ordered to provide for his safety’
· Buildings on the acropolis and in the Athenian Agora built as part of the Periclean building programme; the Odeon of Pericles
· Temple at Sounion 


Chapter 4 - Drama and Dramatic festivals and their significance in the culture of Athens

Prescribed sources
· Aristophanes 
1. Thesmophoriazusae 786-800, 830-842
1. 786-800
1. Part of the parabasis
1. Claims that men see women as a ‘bad influence’ and ‘responsible for conflicts, quarrels, faction, trouble, anguish, war’ but also point out that men ‘marry women and forbid them to leave the house or even to be seen peeping outside’ 
1. ‘’If one of us gives birth to a man who does his city good, like a captain or general, she ought to get some honour, a front seat at the Stenia and Skira and the other festivals we celebrate, but if she gives birth to a coward or a crook, like a crooked trierarch or a rotten helmsman, she ought to sit at the back, with her hair clipped round like a pudding basin, behind the mother of the hero’ 
. Wasps 891-1008
2. Scene where the dog is put on trial and Procleon is adamant that he should be convicted, against the will of anticleon. He is only acquitted after anti-cleon swaps around the voting jars. Procleon faints upon being told that the dog is not guilty 
2. Shows the level of corruption in the court system 
. Knights 147-395
3. Surrounds Nicias and Demosthenes’ recruitment of a sausage-seller
3. Paphlagonian (cleon) is outwitted by Demosthenes and a sausage-seller who highlight how he appeals to the people with words and is corrupt
. Clouds 92-118, 365-381 814-1302
4. 98-118 states that Zeus does not exist and the rain, thunder and lightning come from the clouds instead
4. The presentation of Socrates in Clouds is that of a sophist. Introduces Socrates on a deus ex machina , has him investigate the skies, and argues that the Clouds are gods, but Zeus is not. 
4. The Weaker and Stronger Argument fight, and when the Weaker Argument wins, it is evidence of sophistry being prevalent, and the importance of rhetoric.
4. 365-381
4. Features Socrates and Strepsiades talking
4. ‘There is no Zeus’ says Socrates claiming that whatever Strepsiades believed Zeus did was, in fact, done by The Clouds
· Euripides
. Hippolytus 
0. Play about Hippolytus whose mother (Phaedra) falls in love with him thanks to Aphrodite. Phaedra’s secret gets out and so she kills herself and leaves a note claiming that Hippolytus raped her. Theseus finds this letter and flips, cursing Hippolytus by Poseidon and banishing him. Hippolytus is dashed against the rocks and brought back to Theseus where Artemis tells the whole truth, everyone apologises and Hippolytus dies. 
· Plutarch 
. Pericles 4, 13, 16, 30
0. 4
0. Pericles was taught music by Damon or, according to Aristotle, Pythocleides who was a sophist
0. Damon ‘trained Pericles for his political contests’, but Damon was later ostracised for ‘being a great intriguer and supporter of tyranny’ 
0. Pericles also studied under Zeno the Elder and Anaxagoras 
0. 13
0. The buildings were ‘as imposing in their sheer size  as they were inimitable in the grace of their outlines’ 
0. ‘The entire project was carried through in the high summer of one man’s administration’
0. Phidias oversaw the ‘whole enterprise’, although other architects were involved like Callicrates and Ictinus who were the architects overseeing the Parthenon and Coroebus who started to build the temple of initiation at Eleusis
0. Callicrates also built the third Long Wall which ran between the other two on Pericles’ advice
0. The Odeon of Pericles was ‘said to be an exact reproduction of the King of Persia’s pavilion’ 
0. Cratinus (a comic playwright) makes fun of both of these works
0. ‘The Propylaea, or portals of the Acropolis, of which Mnesicles was the architect, were finished in the space of five years’. A miracle occurred during the building of it in which a workman ‘slipped and fell from a great height’ and ‘lay for some time severely injured’ until pericles was instructed by a goddess in a dream the correct course of treatment which saw the man ‘easily and quickly healed’ 
0. 16
0. Pericles was called ‘the new Pisistratus’ 
0. 30
0. Talks about Pericles’ hate of Megara and refusal to remove or turn away the tablet inscribed with the decree.
· The Old Oligarch 
. Constitution of the Athenians 2.18 
. ‘They do not permit the people to be ill spoken of in comedy, so that they may not have a bad reputation; but if anyone wants to attack private persons, they bid him do so, knowing perfectly well that the person so treated in comedy does not, for the most part, come from the populace and mass of people but is a person of either wealth, high birth, or influence. Some few poor and plebeian types are indeed abused in comedy but only if they have been meddling in others' affairs and trying to rise above their class, so that the people feel no vexation at seeing such persons abused in comedy.’
· The Odeon of Pericles 

Festivals of dionysus in Athens
· The city dionysia
· Ran for five days in late March
· Tragic playwrights who wished to compete provided a synopsis of four plays (three tragedies and a satyr play)
· Comic writers only had to present a synopsis of one play
· Each writer had to have a choregos who backed them financially - e. Pericles financed Aeschylus at the City Dionysia in 472 BCE
· There was a proagon just before the festival in the Odeon of Pericles, where each playwright read out the synopsis of his plays, introduced hsi actors and choregos and read a small passage from the play
· On the eve before the festival there was a torchlight procession which re-enacted Dionysius’ arrival in Athens from the deme of Eleutherae
· On the first day, the procession dithyrambic (a choral dance) took place which culminated in the sacrifice of a bull and then the contests began
· Days 2-5 were the play days, with comic plays being performed on day 2, and one tragic playwright performed his plays the day after, then the next on day four and on day 5
· Following this was the parade of tribute, the proclamation of honours and the parade of orphans
· The spectators
10. Entry was two obols per day which excluded most of the poor in early years
10. Then the Theoric Fund was introduced which subsidised the entrance fee for the poorer citizens which opened theatre to everyone
10. The front seats were reserved for important officials including foreign and allied dignitaries, and it is possible that the areas behind were designated for individual tribes
10. Women either didn’t attend at all, or in very small numbers
1. The judging
11. At the end of day five the judging took place
11. It was randomised so as to avoid bribery
11. Each tribe provided one man (randomly) to swear to be an impartial judge, and at the end they all voted by placing a tablet with their vote in an urn
11. The eponymous archon then drew five votes from the urn and whoever had the most votes won
1. The review was held soon after and any citizen could complain if the festival was run poorly

Tragedy as a genre
· Three tragedians have full surviving works - Aeschylus, Euripides and Sophocles (also the three in Aristophanes’ Frogs)
· Tragedy emerged from the dithyramb, and so music and dance were integral to the performance - as was the role of the Chorus
· Tragedy generally focuses on mythical events and on the nature of suffering; but not all tragic plays ended unhappily
3. Basing them on mythical events or settings didn’t prevent relevant commentary though; Aeschylus’ Eumenides depicts the setting up of the law courts just after Ephialtes had brought in reforms to the law courts for example
1. Common tragic themes included relationships within the household, between the genders, between mortals and immortals, between the individual and the polis and between the polis and foreign nations
1. Tragedians also wrote the satyr plays which acted as a parody of tragedy
5. There is only one surviving satyr play; Cyclops by Euripides
Euripides’ Hippolytus and Tragedy
· First performed in 428BCE and won first prize at the City Dionysia
· The play was a rewrite of an earlier play about Hippolytus he had written which was poorly received by the Athenian audience, in which Phaedra is highly immoral which was shocking
2. Rewriting the play demonstrated how play writing was highly competitive and not just about the art form
1. Hippolytus invited the audience to think about the limitations of free will, and the power of gods (and also the power of words)

Comedy as a genre
· Comedy also emerged out of the worship of Dionysus and emerged from the songs and dances of the komos (men who drank wine and sang)
1. The icon of the phallus was very important for the komos and remained a prominent symbol in Greek comedy
1. Only one comic playwright from the 5th Century has surviving plays - Aristophanes
2. Other playwrights were famous though, like Cratinus and Eupolis, the latter of which was very successful
1. Comedy, like tragedy, had actors and a chorus. However it had one more actor than tragedies (who only had three) and a larger chorus (twenty four instead of twelve or fifteen)
1. Another noticeable difference is that though both incorporated costumes and masks, in comic plays these were designed to make the performers look ridiculous and the costume was heavily padded with an oversized leather phallus
1. Comic plays also often addressed the spectator in the parabis which didn’t happen in tragedy
Comedy and contemporary events
· The parabis was one key way a comic playwright could engage with contemporary events
· Aristophanes’ plays often centred on real people, like Cleon and Socrates and could therefore influence politics (to some extent)
· The theme of war is also common in Aristophanic plays with the Achanians, Knights and Lysistrata all putting war in the spotlight very clearly
· Knights and Wasps both focus on the democratic system in Athens, as does Birds
· Aristophanes also mocks the sophists in Clouds and theatre itself - especially Euripides who appears in three plays - Thesmophoriazusae, Frogs and Achanians

Religion and its Significance in the Culture of Athens 
Prescribed sources
· Aristophanes 
1. Clouds 365-381, 814-839
1. The presentation of Socrates in Clouds is that of a sophist. Introduces Socrates on a deus ex machina , has him investigate the skies, and argues that the Clouds are gods, but Zeus is not. 
1. The Weaker and Stronger Argument fight, and when the Weaker Argument wins, it is evidence of sophistry being prevalent, and the importance of rhetoric.
1. 365-381
1. Features Socrates and Strepsiades talking
1. ‘There is no Zeus’ says Socrates claiming that whatever Strepsiades believed Zeus did was, in fact, done by The Clouds
1. Euripides 
2. Hippolytus
2. Play about Hippolytus whose mother (Phaedra) falls in love with him thanks to Aphrodite. Phaedra’s secret gets out and so she kills herself and leaves a note claiming that Hippolytus raped her. Theseus finds this letter and flips, cursing Hippolytus by Poseidon and banishing him. Hippolytus is dashed against the rocks and brought back to Theseus where Artemis tells the whole truth, everyone apologises and Hippolytus dies. 
1. Isocrates
3.  5.117
3. ‘Those gods who bring us good are called Olympians’ and are honoured with temples and sacrifices whereas those who ‘control disasters and punishments’ aren’t honoured in the same way
1. Plato 
4. Apology 17a-24c, 26b-28a
4. 17a-24c
4. Begins br praising his accusers, but then stating that though they had spoken well what they had said were lies
4. Also says that he will speak in his usual customary tone, as opposed to adopting a tone more befitting of a courtroom
4. States that he is accused of not believing in the gods: ‘“Socrates does injustice” and is meddlesome, by investigating the things under the earth and the heavenly things’
4. Socrates disputes this claim saying that they should be attached to the Aristophanic Socrates, not to himself
4. Then tells the Delphi story…
4. 26b-28a
4. Socrates points out that he cannot be both an atheist and teaching about a multitude of other gods (different to the standard Greek gods)
4. ‘Is there anyone who believes that there are daimonic matters, but c does not believe in daimons?’
1. Plutarch 
5. Pericles 4-6, 13, 16, 32
1. 4-6, Pericles was taught music by Damon or, according to Aristotle, Pythocleides who was a sophist
1. Damon ‘trained Pericles for his political contests’, but Damon was later ostracised for ‘being a great intriguer and supporter of tyranny’ 
1. Pericles also studied under Zeno the Elder and Anaxagoras 
1. ‘Pericles had an unbounded admiration for Anaxagoras’
1. Tells an anecdote about Lampon, the soothsayer and Anaxagoras both examining the head of a one-horned ram from different perspectives in which ‘one correctly diagnosed the cause and the other the meaning of the prodigy’
1. 13, Phidias oversaw the ‘whole enterprise’, although other architects were involved like Callicrates and Ictinus who were the architects overseeing the Parthenon and Coroebus who started to build the temple of initiation at Eleusis
1. Callicrates also built the third Long Wall which ran between the other two on Pericles’ advice
1. The Odeon of Pericles was ‘said to be an exact reproduction of the King of Persia’s pavilion’ 
1. Cratinus (a comic playwright) makes fun of both of these works
1. ‘The Propylaea, or portals of the Acropolis, of which Mnesicles was the architect, were finished in the space of five years’. A miracle occurred during the building of it in which a workman ‘slipped and fell from a great height’ and ‘lay for some time severely injured’ until pericles was instructed by a goddess in a dream the correct course of treatment which saw the man ‘easily and quickly healed’ 
1. 16, Pericles was called ‘the new Pisistratus’ 
1. 32, ‘Aspasia was put on trial for impiety’ 
1. Diopeithes, the diviner brought forward a decree ‘to the effect that anybody who did not believe in the gods or taught theories about celestial phenomena should be liable to prosecution’ which led to Pericles smuggling Anaxagoras out of the city
. Alcibiades 19, 20.2-4
2. 19, Talks about the mutilation of the hermes, the profanation of the Eleusinian mysteries and the suspended trial. 
2. 20.2-4, Talks about the people's anger when they are riled up about the issues surrounding the mysteries and the hermes. Also talks about the rage of the people and how all those who could think for themselves knew the accusations were false, but this had no effect on the general populace.
· The old oligarch 
. Constitution of the Athenians 2.9, 3.1-2
. 2.9 
. Shows how, as the Athenian poor cannot afford lavish feasts or sacrifice, ‘the city sacrifices at public expense’ instead
. 3.1-2
. Athens holds more festivals than any other Greek city
· Thucydides 
. History of the Peloponnesian war 2.34-2.46
. Pericles’ Funeral Oration
. 2.34-46 Pericles’ funeral oration 431BC. Begins by praising Athens herself and the way of life a democracy and courts. Then speaks about the superiority of Athens’ military programme over that of Sparta. Then goes back to how Athens is so much better than everyone else in every way. Then goes on to praise the fallen. Then finally addresses the parents of the fallen, their brothers and sons and finally the women who have been widowed. 
· Xenophon 
. Memorabilia 1.1.3
. ‘He was no more bringing in anything strange than are other believers in divination, who rely on augury, oracles, coincidences and sacrifices. For these men's belief is not that the birds or the folk met by accident know what profits the inquirer, but that they are the instruments by which the gods make this known; and that was Socrates' belief too’
· Buildings on the Acropolis and in the Athenian Agora built as part of the Periclean building programme 
· The temple of Sounion 

Religion and the Athenians 
· Polytheistic religion across Greece
· It was believed that the gods could be kept onside through worship and sacrifices
· Gods were anthropomorphic (giving non humans the appearance of human)
· Along with the Olympian gods there were the chthonic gods
· Chthonic worship involved the sacrifice of animals in sanctuaries of which nothing was eaten and all of the animal was burnt, different to Olympian sacrifices where almost all of the animal was eaten.

The Atheian attitude to religion 
· Religion was at the centre of Athenian life, this can be seen in the festivals, architecture, celebrations and positioning of things (such as the Altar to the Twelve Gods being positioned in the centre of the Agora. 
· Anaxagoras was the first new thinker in 460 who questioned the role and existence of the gods
· Anaxagoras claimed the sun was not a god, but a burning stone, and that the moon was a ball of earth. Also introduced a basic form of design theory 
· Protagoras also introduced ideas about agnosticism
· Herodotus and Thucydides, two intellectuals both take differing views on religion with Herodotus taking it very seriously, such as with the story of Pheidippides meeting pan en route to Athens, whilst Thucydides does not mention religion at all in his work.
· Religious matters were seen as incredibly important as can be seen in the accusations against Anaxagoras, Alcibiades and Socrates.
· This can also be seen through the ‘Clouds’ where new thinking is brought in and is convincing to Strepsiades 
· The nature of the gods is also raised by Euripides’ Hippolytus where Hippolytus ends up suffering a horrible fate for casting off Aphrodite, and this is a common feature of polytheism and is often problematic as gods pursue their personal interests at the expense of the mortals, thus its brings into question whether the gods are actually right. 

Religious festivals
· Public festivals were held so all people could worship, regardless of whether they could afford sacrifices or not 
· (Table of festivals and dates)

The Panathenaia
· Late July/ early August 
· Means ‘All-Athenian’ 
· The heart of the Panathenaia was a large procession to the Acropolis where many sacrifices were held and a newly woven rode was presented to the statue of Athena Polias in the Erechtheion  
· Every 4 years a Great Panathenaia was held which consisted of 
4. Musical competitions (Day 1):
1. Pericles reinstated musical competitions after they had been removed (probably in the 480s)
1. 4 categories of music competitions 
2. Singers and Lyre players 
2. Lyre players
2. Singers and aulos (flute like instrument)
2. Aulos players
· Victors of these competitions could win large sums of money 
· Sporting competitions (Day 2-4):
1. Running races including a 200m race known as the stadion (most important event)
1. Boxing , wrestling and pankration (a combination of the two that was effectively just a fight with few rules)
1. Pentathlon (discus, long jump, javelin, stadion and wrestling)
1. Equestrian events (horse and chariot races and a special chariot race called the apobates which was a race that involved the charioteers dismounting during the race)
1. The competitors were divided into three categories:
5. Boys
5. Beardless youths
5. Men
· Winners won amphorae of olive oil inscribed with a picture of Athena and the event they had won. Those who won the chariot races won 140 amphorae (each of which carried 38 litres = 5320 litres)
· Tribal contests
1. Euandria, a competition of ‘manly excellence’
1. Boat race, a regatta at Pireus 
1. Phyrric Dance, a war dance performed to the aulos 
1. The torch race, a relay race from outside the walls of Athens to the altar beside the Parthenon
· The Procession
1. Probably represented on the Pantheon frieze
1. Began at sunrise at the Dipylon gate (one of the main gates of the city), proceeded along the Panathenaic way through the Agora to the Acropolis
1. Young girls called ‘Arrephoroi’ carried a specially woven robe, the peplos, which was dedicated to the statue of Athena Polias. These arrephoroi were also responsible for grinding flower to make sacrificial cakes for other festivals and lived for a year in a special building on the Acropolis called the Arrephorion under the supervision of priestesses of Athena 
1. Priestesses followed behind carrying gifts and bringing with them the sacrificial animals (each of Athens’ allies had to supply one cow for sacrifice).
1. Following them came wealthy metics in purple cloaks, musicians, old men with olive branches, charioteers along side chariot, soldiers, cavalrymen and victors from the games. The rest of the Athenians followed along behind organised by deme 
1. At least 100 animals were sacrificed and, other than the meat given to the goddess, all of the meat was distributed amongst the people.
1. The Peplos
2. Women were in charge of the weaving and the robe depicted Athena’s Victory over a giant in the war between the gods and the giants
2. The garment allowed women to be involved in wider society whilst also worshipping Athena and asserting the gods dominance over the forces of disorder

The role and significance of Athena and Poseidon 
Athena and Poseidon were of most significance as they were both linked to the city and Athena represented the intelligence and wisdom of Athens, whilst Poseidon was important for the naval empire built by the Athenians during the 5th century. 

