The first look at a contemporary piece of art:
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Now look at the title of the work:
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Analyse the piece in greater depth:
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Exploring and understanding the context of the work:
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your world

your experienca.

‘What are your first reactions to the work? Why doas it make you foel or think lke that?
There ae fundamental difeences between us that condition the way we see things. Gender, race,
lass and age wil al determine the way we look at and understand art, as will our atttudes, valves
and beliefs.

‘What does the work remind you of? Why does it remind you of that?
The world we e in, and the things we surround ourselves wit, il frame the way we see things.
For example, our country or region ofcrigin, family, homes and environments afect our
iterpretation.

What can you comnect the werk to?
We ol bing iferent experiences and interests o the Gallery.For example,things we have seen on
teevison o at the cinema; places we have visied; things that have happened to us. Thisdiversity o
‘experionce means that we may reactto artn the Gallery in diferent ways.
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Looking at the Subject - what is it about?

Each artwork can be looked at i terms of what s tellng us, b It through s content, st orthe type of work t . Insome cases.
the subject of the work wil resid i s form (as n very abstract workl.

content  message fitle  theme type/genre
content Whatis the work? What is it about? What is happening?
message What doas the work represent? Moving beyond a tright desciton ofwhat you e,y to

speculate on what the work might stan for. Are there any symbols you recognise?

What does the artit cal 2 Does this change the way we see the work?

Whatis the theme of the work?.

e

How doas the work relatetothe traditonal genves o History paining, the Nude, Landscape or
St Lfe painting?
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Whatis the suface fke?
What kind oftextures can you see? What effcts do they create?

How bigis the work? Why st tissize?
Would its mearing change f it was bigger or smaller?

What sense orilusion of space o dopth do you indinthe work? Or i there none? Do some artsts want us.
torealse that a painting s only paint on a flat canvas?

What materials is the work made of? Arethey raditional at materias or Tound' materials? How would your
response to the work change i the atst used a diffeent materiaf? What associations or connatatons do
the materials carry?

How has the work been made? Has the arist made i or has It been fabrcated? What kind of skl were
nvolved? What changes might have occurred o the iece whie it was being made? How visibl or inisible
s the process ofts making? I tis aninstalation, how has i been assembled? I t s a video piece, how was
timed and how i it pojected?

How s the work organised or put together?
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the hang.

When was the werk made? Can we make any comnectons between the work and the perod
nwhich it was made?

Whare was it made? Does the work tel us anything about the place in which it was made?

Wha made f? What do we know about the arst? Who was it made for?

Can you relate it o the social and poltical istory of the time?

Can you ik it tothe arts of the period, for eample fim, music erature, or design”

How doas the work relat to othe areas of knowledge, for scample scence, geography,
mathematic,or ecology?

How do people view the work today? s it the same or diferent rom how it mght have
originall boen sean?

How much space i around the work? Which other works are nex to or near 1o the piece?
D0 they ook simiar or completely diferent? Are there any visualor thematic connections
between these works? s it a monographic display?

What kind of information s there t support the work, for example labels, extended captions,
wall texts? How does tisinformation afect your experience of the work? Would you st feel
the same i you dd not have any inormation?

What size i the room? How does tis affect your experience o the work? How much room
40 you think works o art need? Think about scale 2 wel assize. What colour are the walls?
Does this affec the envronment? What kind of ightingis used? Would the work look
iferentn another setting, or example in a stud, or outdoors?





