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Year 11 Mandarin Revision Hints and Tips

for GCSE Examination Success

Mandarin

Reading paper: 

1. Don't panic! You are not expected to understand every word of the text. 
2. Read the questions first so you know what key words you need to pay attention to.
3. Have a good look at the title of the text as well as any illustrations. They may give you some important clues. 
4. Be aware of the connectives and little words, such as 还=still， 不=not， 很少=rarely，太=too.
5. Use the context to help you to infer the words that you can’t recognize. 
6. Please access IPANDARIN lessons to train your reading ability.
Listening paper: 
 
7. Before the audio starts have a close look at the question. Be clear as to exactly what is wanted. Should you be listening for precise pieces of information (for example, train arrival and departure times) or should you be listening to the whole passage in order to draw a conclusion (for example, name the girl who has the best relationship with her parents)? 
8. Use the title of the text and the questions to help you predict the key words you need to pay attention.


9. When the audio begins, don't panic! You are not expected to understand every word. If the passage is long or if people are speaking quickly, there is probably a lot of "redundant" language that you do not need. Be positive. Concentrate on what you do understand. Remember - the passage may be difficult but the questions may be easy. 
10. You can note down the pinyin which you think is important on the question sheet.


11. Ensure that you don’t miss little words and connectives which will normally play a key role for the correct answers.
12. Other good ways of revising for the listening exam are to access IPANDARIN lessons to train your listening.
Writing paper:

13. Ensure you answer the question fully and concentrate on accuracy in the basics such as characters, sentence order. Make sure you include 3 tenses. Try to use various sentence structures if you can. Always use connectives to expand your answers. Don’t forget the register if it’s requested. 
14. Please make sure you respond to all bullet points in essay writing.

15. Avoid repeating. Use a wide range of vocabulary. When you revise the vocabulary, use the Edexcel vocab booklet to help you.


16. In translation focus on tenses and show the examiner you understand present, past and future constructions.

17. Use the Writing Guidance booklets and Grammar booklet to revise.
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