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3.4 Vocabulary
The minimum core vocabulary lists are primarily intended as a guide for
teachers to assist in the planning of schemes of work.

The assessment tasks at Foundation Tier will require students to
understand and respond to common or familiar and/or forms of words
that are not on the vocabulary list.

The assessment tasks at Higher Tier will require students to understand
and respond to words and/or forms of words that are not on the
vocabulary list and which are less common or familiar than those used
in relation to Foundation Tier assessments.

Vocabulary listed under a particular theme should be considered
transferable, as appropriate, to the other themes.

3.4.1 General vocabulary

Students will be expected to use and understand the general vocabulary
listed below. This vocabulary is not restricted to specific settings and
can occur in any of the themes listed in the specification.

3.4.1.1 Measure words

A general measure word
I for members of the family
ZiN for books

5K for flat things

R for animals and birds
i for clothes and glasses
M for cups

i for bowls

ik for bottles

A for pairs of

% for long things
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3.4.1.2 Verbs

& to be

H to have

| to ask

172 to eat

ey to drink

i Itc)oel::(;)r\]/;/ (a fact)/to be aware of (a
N to know (a person)
Y to call/to be named
=2 to learn/to study
(ETLENS to understand

Ut to say/speak

P to want

s to want to/to think
WA to feel

5 to write

T to draw/to paint

£ to live

A to sit

It to play

FHE i to sleep

H to use

Visit aga.org.uk/8673 for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration 3



G to hope
*x to come
* to go
to return
% to buy
S to sell
£ to change
= to try
K to send (an email)
G to send (a letter)
= to forget
e to remember
i to wash
i34 to look for/to find
Z W to visit
Zn to take part in
7 to wear (clothes)
LY to wear (accessories)
3.4.1.3 Adjectives
58 good
N bad
N quick
18 slow
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o beautiful
i sy ugly
HEE interesting
W= boring
T clean

JIE dirty

I busy

EN tired

{£is hungry

3 thirsty
[=Ba3 happy
Ihz, delicious
GiiK strong

55 weak
I/ old

Hr new

DAy expensive
e cheap
3.4.1.4 Comparisons

—FE the same

BRI, . . —FE

...is the same as...

BRI . . . A—FE

BH o o« o Half

...Is not as good as...
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kb

to compare

ooooo oo o UF

...Is better than...

bl quite good
5348 best

R E worst

Fa/as even better

3.4.1.5 Conjunctions and connectives

BT . o o LAb.

apart from ...and also...

iﬁj‘i\o © o 1&%0 °

although...but...

ERMNE . o o Fle o if ...then...

Moo oo Xo o both...and...
AR £/ more and more

{OliNE (S when

B o o Flle & because...therefore...
CIPYLIERSS but

A however

[[iTHEN moreover

oo 0o HFo o o or... (statement)

o o o I o o o or... (question)

[l 1k because of this
— e oo —Wo o o on the one hand...on the other hand...
o o o Mo o o as soon as ...then...
F firstly
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IS

5 secondly

5= thirdly

# but

3.4.1.6 Negatives

x not

BH has not

Ao oo [ no longer
3.4.1.7 Money

M cash

e kuai (spoken)
JG yuan (written)
+ mao (spoken)
yit! jiao (written)
4R pocket money
gk to change money

3.4.1.8 Asking questions

AN when?

Nt 4 why?

BAFE how about it?
4 what?

il which?

e who?

Wk L where?
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EAN

how long? (length)

EY/NEANTIL how long? (time)

JL% how old?

Z K how old?

JUR what time?

E20INN how much/many?

5%/ how?

MR L where from?

2R L where t0?

H/ER v — i who with?

ML what day of the week?
JLAJLH what month and what day?
e what year?

3.4.1.9 Greetings and exclamations

VRt hello

By good morning

ek, 47 good evening

AR 1y how are you?

PRI AT 4 what year were you born in?
g7ag e what is your name? (polite)
PRAY A4 what is your name?

iRl thank you

AL R R sorrylit's okay
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FrEpUR Happy New Year
el welcome

HLUF best wishes/good luck
M, goodbye

T-H cheers

NS that's great!

HLREEE that's awful!

3.4.1.10 Opinions

= to like

WAH LA IAE to think/to feel

AR 4r excellent

il comfortable

—E definite(ly)/certain(ly)
A nonsense, rubbish

] = to agree

SR (to be) against/opposed to something
RSN to prefer

Ko o o AN to be interested in...
AR that’s not right/correct
IR happy/glad/pleased
HHAE to believe

R to hate

AH useful
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WA H useless

G safe

EEgiE important
G| to wish
3.4.1.11 Expressions of time

Seasons

&= season
EEPN spring
DN summer
R autumn
LS winter

Months of the year

o year
H month
H/5 day
The clock
= o’clock
AN hour
I35 minute
o= half
Z quarter
2 to be slow
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R to be fast

i} late

H early

JLE T what time is it?

Other expressions of time

2 ] — Monday
ER Tuesday
A= Wednesday
Y Thursday
R Friday

AN Saturday
EMHIEIR Sunday

HE early morning
A morning

SRR midday

N afternoon
il evening
(PN every morning
(SFN A every evening
(STN every day
14 H every month
R4 every year
AR today
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RH tomorrow
HEUN yesterday
AR the day before yesterday
Ja Rk the day after tomorrow
WIS often

PR soon

i recently

JAR weekend
B in the end
=N immediately
SAE always

A now

A I fie sometimes
(2 already

1R seldom/rarely
3.4.1.12 Location and distance

ZJL here

AL there

iT close by
T far

k= on top of
T below

1% towards
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XTI opposite

J& behind

i in front

L inside

4h outside

H ] in the middle of
5510 next to

= away from

Vis left

vl right

kgl near by

1 to be situated (in)
3.4.1.13 Weights and measures

i jin (old Chinese weight, 0.5kg)
INFT kilogram

~H kilometre

K metre

NI centimetre

Tt litre

% many

/b few

7= narrow

Jeli thin
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5 tall/high

% short (height)

— a little

o some/a few
U about/roughly

ik bottle

s cup/glass
3.4.1.14 Access

x to close

Vil to open

A entrance (building)
thH exit (building)

PN occupied, engaged
NE entrance ticket
Tl free

3.4.2 Theme based vocabulary (Foundation Tier)

3.4.2.1 Identity and culture
Me, my family and friends

K family
BE dad
&S father
LELL mum
Rl mother
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= &F older brother

EEDE younger brother

GHZH elder sister

IRUK younger sister

LT son

)L daughter

595 grandmother (paternal family)
T grandfather (paternal family)
fh¥ grandson (paternal family)
P2 granddaughter (paternal family)
/G auntie (maternal family)
UL uncle (maternal family)

4505 married

o age

b% years old

JH fat

5 thin

i B clever

KUt friendly

7 quiet

KU kind

S| pretty

AEIN humorous
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H4 famous
CIaiG! passport
ZM to visit
ENR pen friend
¥ child
iipa friend
T boy

7% girl

1) pet

Yt cat

7l dog

o horse
BT rabbit

5 bird

K l/me

R you

il he/him
it she/her
' it

FeAr] we

PR you (plural)
fibu A they
K my/mine
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PRE your/yours

b £ his

i ) her/hers

=il its

FATTHY our/ours

PRATTHY your/yours (pl)

A AT THY their/theirs

kK hair

Ry eyes

e mouth

SIS ears

F hand

il foot

=N guest

4 H birthday

ARSI telephone number
Hohl: address

AR E X | like... (very much)
BRARDS IR | can’t stand.../I don't like...
Technology in everyday life

I 3 website

F, i computer

] L web page
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M to go online

F - HIB A email

FHl mobile phone
FTHLIE to make a telephone call
H to use

R to type

oK to chat

EIEN internet user
3 internet friend
1 to receive

K to send
GRS calculator
FEAT AR AE W) i social media

Free time activities

) /e BR to play football
FTPIEER to play badminton
STRIELN to skateboard

FT KRR ZE to practice taiqi
iz to run

€L to climb hills

e to go fishing

TEvK to swim

5875 Al to play the guitar
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RN to read a novel

i ] to walk a dog
A to watch TV

W ¥ 5 to listen to music
SR to make friends
BHY to watch a film
AU to watch Beijing opera
FEER- A to go to the cinema
LEE/N to sing

Bk 2% to dance

1% to invite

AT A pop song

AL H TV programme
H AL TV drama

BI 1] cartoon

Hr 1] news

lak7/Ls SR shopping centre
e horse racing
EUN celebrity

TeEk to spend money
HEAH AR R to take a photo
T photograph

oA HEL internet café
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H7 to have free time
RS competition
BA 51 team member
ZN to participate
XE to buy a ticket
RE magazine
4% newspaper

1 book

Zhf hobby

S tea

Ik B coffee

Y milk

K water

7RIK fizzy drink
Rt fruit juice

] wine

i soup

PN rice

fl 2% noodles

[iiTRa) bread

4 beef

AN pork

PEToA| chicken
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il fish

g B seafood

(LR dumpling

LT eqg

B meat

it Py duck

25 roast

i vegetable

AL cake

KR fruit

FAR breakfast

AR lunch

i dinner

=W snack/dim sum
S menu

TEhES restaurant
UIEIINE cafe

= to order food
iR to cook food
1 chopsticks
Customs and festivals in Chinese-speaking countries/communities
B E AR Chinese New Year
(L dumplings
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AT

red envelopes

S lion dance

T dragon dance
HRK Mid-autumn festival
At moon cake

YT Christmas

11 to get/to receive
JE to thank

i to invite

B invitation

IEALY) to give a present
W H festival/celebration
YN guest

LA present

3.4.2.2 Local, national, international and global areas of interest

Home, town, neighbourhood and region

WIT dining room
=T lounge

i )55 study

fib = bedroom

5 5 kitchen

Jo P toilet

H= bathroom
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el garden

R table

Fi1 chair

JZS bed

AR TV

LT telephone

] door

1T light

LS bookcase

HA, i computer
UKAE fridge

BeAKHL washing machine
AN cooker

7= air conditioning
B clock

AT bank

HS /e post office
BT supermarket
L5 Bt cinema
IR bus stop

7N park

(N sports centre
TR school
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FAMH art gallery
) Z00

BRAE Fr postcard
W city

SV seaside
ARAf countryside
L [X mountain area
wf tree

ol air

it fresh

7 quiet

T lake

] river

il J shop

B S apple

FE ¥ orange
KM clothes
AP jacket
AR shirt

T trousers
ik tie

i skirt

FAK sweater
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& belt
T socks

25 shoes
& ¥ hat

) colour

K black

H white

AN red

T yellow
ik blue

ox green
icx orange
= purple
EAR pink

K grey

o brown
Social issues

EEp S to smoke
(i cigarette
Jh fat

e thin

i healthy
SR make friends
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FK boyfriend
K girlfriend

% to love

= B hospital

] illness

7 medicine

K pain

T young

S5 marry

W 24 internet dating

Global issues

W environment
bk rubbish
IR wastage
el unemployed
53 poor

= rich

A population
4 increase
EN housing
/M thief

AR society

AV life
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AHEH harmful

JEAT crime

S| traffic

IR overcast/cloudy
% foggy

e snow

TREH heavy snow
NS rain

N/ showery

AR windy

ZEPA cloudy

PR cool

hot

[ A warm

% cold

Vi N bright/fine/clear/fair
£ R star

H5 moon

A climate

RATIHR weather forecast

Travel and tourism

W equipment
LN single room
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N5 double room
PFREE single ticket

R return ticket

EX5 to have a holiday
TRAT to travel

i
AN
SN
&
=0

to buy souvenirs

P K H to sunbathe

[ERSE turn right

BV turn left

ERIRS go ahead

B . o . excuse me, may | ask...?
E ... BAE how do you get to...
#5531 beside

B car

AIRE bus

il coach

kAL plane

KE train

Hi gk underground

iy ship

AL taxi

HAT% bike

H 4 to drive a car
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N road

+ g crossroads
AR 54 traffic lights
I T to meet

& to wait for
7 [ England

H China

% H France

1 5] Germany
5% [ America
=R Taiwan
it Hong Kong
Brimg Singapore
TRAT 4% travel bag
IR passport
LAY seat belt
His ] map

= Forbidden City
5 Bird’s Nest
R2]] Tiananmen
KiI% Temple of Heaven
IS Great Walll

3.4.2.3 Current and future study and employment

My studies
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2 teacher

A student

BHH subject

S headteacher
(4 homework

5 clever/intelligent
H to teach

e to learn

W lesson

Life at school/ college

Chinese English
L English
PG Chinese
e French
BRAE ltalian
oy Maths
B Science
FEAR Art

i History
(L5 PE

= Music
Hb P Geography
FL DT
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HEL i IT

hi] measure word for lessons
AL assembly hall

= classroom

TAE office

o dining hall/canteen
737 playing field

HH stadium/gymnasium
7 JHR corridor

KT library

BAE R BT 15T 1A toilets

RE break time

ke to go to school

JBF to finish school
INF primary school

Hh secondary school
R school uniform

e pen

EE Chinese writing brush
T ruler

2953 rubber

Ha school bag

B clock

Education post-16
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Kk university student
K university

EBA to graduate

TAE to work/work
AR work experience
H15 to apply for
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15 letter

A term
Jobs, career choices and ambitions

REJJ skills

YR business card
LIRS opportunity
[k colleague

= advert

5 to make contact
T% wage/salary
HEAH dream/ideal

It $57 to earn money
H b5 aim

IPAE office

FEEE L housewife

JF i chef/cook
1 nurse

= doctor

Gil]h driver

B scientist

YEx writer

IR shop assistant




TAEIM engineer

Chinese English
i &l waiter
=Rl actor

3.4.3 Theme based vocabulary (Higher Tier)
3.4.3.1 Identity and culture

Me, my family and friends

o1 B relatives
PN unmarried
B divorced

a5 4L wedding
FEIR serious

kg strict

AAL3 polite

Sk identity card
A ¥ only child
DTN adult/grown-up
A H date of birth
HH AR place of birth
6l sex/gender

Technology in everyday life

Chinese English

1 blog
%, to download




k2 to upload

=4l to copy

il to delete

VN disadvantage
-4k advantage

TR B ) waste time

Al influence/to affect

Free time activities

ZRUS to practice gymnastics
AT by to go to the gym

Z W EYE to visit a museum
HE to ski

NERYi to ice skate

SN 5 to play the piano
IR musical instrument
U car racing

5HHid to write a diary

13 2K to win a medal

T H to perform

A to succeed

5% film fan

Customs and festivals in Chinese-speaking countries/communities

Chinese English




HEHE

firecrackers

1T % lantern

P fame ] Dragon Boat Festival
I FF dragon boat

T rice dumplings

L -RGnRi] Easter

3.4.3.2 Local, national, international and global areas of interest

Home, town, neighbourhood and region

HYITE museum

Hh gk underground station
Ji& TR exhibition hall/gallery
AR IX suburb

/N small town

] bustling

wh noisy

% light (colour)/shallow
R dark (colour)/deep
Social issues

TR to stop smoking
TR S eating habits

R to lose weight

EEiCEN overweight




Bk acupuncture

HiZ Chinese medicine
P Western medicine
IR to be addicted (to something)
B hb drugs

W% to date
Global issues

AN 5 risk/hazard

S pollution/to pollute
ek flooding

(s beggar

D war

{INE s hunger

EIRAR IR global warming
AR AL climate change
Travel and tourism

HE save money/economical
Ji convenient

JER I troublesome
RS to book a flight ticket
Bk registration form
=1 summer holiday




FER winter holiday
uh & platform

H 3 destination
K departure

Fik arrival

= to lose

R Europe

MM Asia

M Africa

JE 3 North America
BB South America
(ELERS credit card
M cash

A to lose the way

3.4.3.3 Current and future study and employment

Life at school/ college

Chinese English

) Biology
bz Physics
=z Chemistry
2t Economics

Education post-16

Chinese English

university entrance exams/A-level
exams




J£7) pressure

Chinese English
FHEHA part time job
pan voluntary work

Jobs, career choices and ambitions

N7 cVv

A fluent

B background

THI job interview

THI 1% to discuss face to face
205 experience

iS4 career

g policeman

FHEHR part time job




