Nearest Neighbour Analysis for Stratford
Nearest Neighbour Analysis is used to objectively describe distribution patterns. It does not explain the pattern.  From this statistical analysis you can see whether a particular shop or function demonstrates functional zoning (5).

1. Plot your chosen function onto the Stratford CBD Land Use Base Map.

2. Allocate each function a letter.

3. Draw and complete the following table:

	Chosen function letter
	Nearest Neighbour letter
	Distance in centimetres

	
	
	


4.  Calculate the average distance between nearest neighbours. (d).

5. Calculate the area of the map in cm 2 (A)

6. Calculate the Rn value using the following formula:

Rn = 2  x  d  x  n

                       ----

                          A

(n = the number of your chosen function)

7. Determine how clustered or regular the distribution of your chosen function in Maidstone is by using the following critical values:





0 = 
Clustered (Functional Zoning)





1 = 
Random





2.15 = 
Regular

(You have made a mistake if your answer is not between 0 and 2.15!)

8. Use the term “tendency towards” in your interpretation if your Rn value does not equal one of these critical values exactly.

9. You can investigate the limitations of the Nearest Neighbour Analysis and include them in the conclusion of your enquiry.

