Planning assistance – Year 13 psychological research project

	 
Decision
	
Your research
	Why have you chosen this? (advantages and disadvantages)

	What piece of psychological research am I going to replicate or adapt?

	
	

	What other research has been done into this area?
(You must research and describe at least 3 other pieces of research into this area, and justify why you have chosen these as strong supporting evidence based on their reliability and validity).

	
	

	What sort of research method should I use?
Think about:
Experiment? Case study? Interviews? Observations?
Questionnaire?
	
	

	What sort of experimental design should I use? (If using an experiment).

	
	

	What are the aim and hypothesis (null and alternative) of my research? (Remember to operationalise variables).




	



	

	What are the independent and dependent variables in my research?
	
	

	How will I control for any potential extraneous variables?
	





	

	Does my research require a pilot study?

	

	

	How will I ensure participants are treated ethically? Think about: consent, deception, harm, confidentiality etc.
	




	

	How am I going to select a sample size? How many participants will I need in my sample size?
	
	

	What standardised procedure can I use to ensure that others could easily replicate the study if necessary? (Description).



	






	

	What apparatus will I need?

	



	

	What type of data will your study generate?

	
	

	How will you interpret and present your results?




	
	

	(A*/A extension): Do I need to consider the impact of any demand characteristics and/or investigator effects?
	
	

	(A*/A extension) How can I increase the reliability and validity of my results? 
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