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Geography GCSE

Examining Board: AQA
The specification followed is AQA GCSE Geography (8035) 

This challenging and stimulating course offers opportunities for the students to:

· develop a sense of place and an appreciation of the environment

· develop an understanding of global citizenship

· appreciate that the world around them is dynamic and that their actions and decisions contribute to this change

· understand the significance of people’s attitudes and values in decision making

· acquire and apply a variety of geographical skills and techniques

· develop skills of independent learning and develop a depth of knowledge and understanding of places and geographical concepts that do and will affect their lives


The course is taught over three years and provides a balanced coverage of physical, human and environmental aspects.  The extra year allows for students to be taught all the options available, giving them a greater choice in the final examinations. 

There will be two compulsory pieces of fieldwork, one physical and one human. These will be tested in Paper 3.
The following topics will be covered:

Year 9

· Coastal Landscapes
· Managing Resources: Water
· Hot Deserts
· Managing Resources (Core)
· Managing Resources: Food
· Managing Resources: Energy
· Physical Fieldwork
Year 10

· Natural Hazards

· The Changing Economic World

· Cold Environments

· Glacial Landscapes

· Human Fieldwork

Year 11

· Urban Issues and Challenges

· Ecosystems and Tropical Rainforests

· UK Physical Landscapes

· River Landscapes

· Issue Evaluation

A five day Geography tour to Iceland (optional) has been introduced at GCSE – aimed at Year 10 Geographers to support their Physical Geography topics.  This trip offers the rare opportunity to visit a unique and awesome landscape of glaciers and ice caps that calve icebergs into the sea and of active volcanic scenery – lava flows, volcanic cones, geysers and geothermal pools. It is the only place on Earth where we can get into a rifting plate margin.  
GCSE Syllabus Specification (AQA 8035)
The AQA 8035 syllabus will be examined for the first time in Summer 2018. The three exams are as follows:

Paper 1 (Living with the physical environment) – 1 hour 30 minutes (35% of GCSE)

Section A- Natural Hazards (33 marks)

Section B- The Living World (Ecosystems, Tropical Rainforests and either Hot Deserts or Cold Environments) (25 marks)

Section C- Answer any two questions from Rivers, Coasts and Glaciation (30 marks)

Paper 2 (Challenges in the human environment) – 1 hour 30 minutes (35% of GCSE)

Section A- Urban Issues and Challenges (33 marks)

Section B- The Changing Economic World (30 marks)

Section C- Resource Management (core) and any two questions from Water Resources, Energy Resources and Food Resources (25 marks)

Paper 3 (Geographical applications) – 1 hour 15 minutes (30% of GCSE)

Section A- Issue Evaluation (Pre-release resources booklet made available 12 weeks before Paper 3 exam) (37 marks)

Section B- Fieldwork (39 marks)
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